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EDUCATION-MUSIC COURSE 


There’s an increasing need for men and women trained 
in both Christian education and music. This tuition-free, 
three-year course gives you practical training in each 
field, plus a thorough study of the Word of God. 


You learn how to teach, and how to organize and 
manage Sunday schools, vacation Bible schools, weekday 
church schools, and youth work. Emphasis is on doing. 
For instance, you make a model tabernacle, plan 
flannelgraph backgrounds, learn camp crafts, 

teach vacation Bible school in local churches, etc. 


Music training is on a conservatory level. Private 
lessons are available in piano, organ, voice, 
composition, or orchestral instruments. Musical 
organizations include the Moody Chorale, glee club, 
orchestra and oratorio chorus. Credits are 
transferable for all subjects in theory, applied 
music and music literature. 


Practical Christian work assignments give students 
opportunities to serve as choir leaders, organists, 
pianists and vocalists, as well as experience in many 
kinds of children’s and young people’s work. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELISTIC 


MOODY 

BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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| Broaden your church activities 
: with REVERE TAPE RECORDER 


‘In dozens of ways, tape recordings can 
extend and improve the activities of your 
church. As simple to = ner as a radio, the 
Revere Tape Recorder captures every 
sound, every voice—anything that can be 
heard!—and reproduces it with life-like 
clarity. Use it to practice your scripture 
reading and sermon delivery . . . for choir 
rehearsals and musical accompaniment .. . 

to bring complete church services to shut- 
ins .. . to record study group sessions and 
important lectures. 


Sensational New Revere DeLuxe 
LONG PLAY Tape Recorder 
Miracle of Electronic Achievement 


At Last! Developed after years of electronic 
research, this sensational Long Play record- 
er embodies outstanding features found in 
no other recorder. Note these advantages: 


ULTRA-LIGHTWEIGHT— The lightest-weight 
and most portable of any automatic long- 
f _ play recorder. 
EXCEPTIONAL FIDELITY—Superb tonal qual- 
ity has won praise of leading musicians and 
: critics. 
EXTRA-ECONOMICAL—Records two full 
hours of voice or music on 5-inch reel— 
f using only one-half the ordinary amount 
- of tape. 
Add to these, all the regular Revere features 
and you have a recorder that fulfills the 
aes demands < rege ees immer 
Decide now upon a better school year ahea MODEL T-500—Deluxe, 2-hour play. Complete with microphone, radio 
with Revere! See this remarkab e recorder attachment cord, pea (one with tape), and carrying case. $179.50 
rot hades tad 8, or write direct for complete MODEL TR-600—Deluxe, with built-in-radio. $219.50 





MODEL T-100—Standard, 1-hour play. Complete with microphone, radio 
attachment cord, 2 reels (one with tape), and carrying case. $169.50 


Re DC 7472 MODEL TR-200—Standard, with built-in-radio. $209.50 


TAPE RECORDER 
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REVERE 16mm SOUND MOVIE PROJECTOR 
Shows educational films at their best. Bright, clear screen image and 
finest ‘“‘Theater Tone” sound. For silent movies, too. Extremely simple 
to set up and operate. Slip-over case holds accessorics, doubles as a 
speaker. Complete unit weighs only 33 pounds.......:.. 
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REVERE CAMERA CoMPANY + CHICAGO 16, ILLINOIS 





many 
times 


. . « prospective students have asked me: 

“Why study at Philadelphia Bible Insti- 
tute?” 

And immediately I think of over 1100 
reasons. This figure comprises enroll- 
ment of Philadelphia Bible Institute—stu- 
—_ who have dedicated their lives to the 


It ‘was a big decision to combine the 
forces of two well established Philadelphia 
schools into one united testimony. The 


Lord’s will was unmistakably clear and His . 


guidance in the countless details has been 
a great answer to prayer. 

Insurance appraisals tell us the spacious 
building we purchased is a million dollar 
investment. 

We believe, however, that its worth is far, 
far greater. It is an investment for eternity. 

At Philadelphia Bible Institute students 
are nouri in eternal values. Thirty 
teachers, chosen first for doctrine and con- 
secration, and second for personal ability 
and fitness make up the faculty. 

I wish I could take you on a tour of the 
Institute—introduce you to our staff and 
our faculty—show you the chapel, library, 
classrooms, dormitories and spacious cafe- 
teria. 

I know that as a young man or young 
woman you would then understand why 
over eleven hundred young people made 
Philadelphia Bible Institute their choice 
for Christian training this year. 

Philadelphia Bible Institute’s home is a 
nine story building with a roof garden. The 
first three floors are used for chapel, class- 
rooms, library, offices, book store and, of 
course, an ever popular snack shop. Our 
well equipped cafeteria is in the basement. 

Dormitories for men and women are on 
the fourth through seventh floors and are 
serviced by two elevators. 

Gymnasium and recreation rooms are on 
the eighth floor. 

I know you will feel at home. You just 
can’t help but sense the spiritual impact 
and the cordial fellowship at Philadelphia 
Bible Institute. 

We are ready and eager to serve you. 
Now is the time to prepare for admission 
to the fall semester. Why not write to me 
today asking for our Prospectus, a 42 page 
illustrated catalog of our school? 

I know it will help you in determining 
His will for your life. 


Dh 2. Pires 


Dr. Wititam A. Mierop President 
Dr. Crarence E. Mason, Jr. Dean 


@ WRITE TODAY for catalog 


PHILADELPHIA 
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DEEP SETTLED PEACE 
Greetings in Jesus’ name. I have en- 
joyed your Bible teaching and your mes- 
sages over the air. I do praise God for a 
man like you. I only wish we had more 
like you because after people are saved 
such teaching is what they need. I only 
wish that I had had that kind of teaching 
when I was first saved. It would have 
saved me from many a heartache. The 
Devil sure does know how to discourage 
the young Christian, but I am getting on 
in life now and I do praise God that I 
have a deep settled peace in my soul. 
I pray that God will spare you for many 
years to give out the real Word of God. 
Mrs. Ep TrEGLOwN 

Detroit, Michigan 


UNUSUAL AND REFRESHING 

About a year ago I received from you 
the first issue of a year’s subscription to 
the ETerNity magazine. I cannot say in 
words the blessing it has been to me. I am 
passing the copies on to others to read and 
they enjoy them very much. The thing 
that pleases me so much -about Eternity 
is the spiritual tone of the magazine, you 
stand for a wholehearted separation from 
the world and sin which is so unusual and 
refreshing. That is one reason I like so 
well to have others read it. 

Tue Rev.) Ketty W. Oswa.p 

Steep Falls, Maine 


ACCORDIONS 


t 
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
Workers and Missionaries at 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
Write Today for FREE Literature 
CHICAGO ACCORDION CENTER, Inc. 
Dept. EY., 754 N. Damen Ave., Chicago 22 






Lotin America Mission, Inc. 
16] Pork Street, Ridgefield Pork, New Jersey 





BIBLE. INSTITUTE IMPROVE YOUR MINISTRY 


ROOM 104, 1800 ARCH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA.” 
®@ Accredited in Collegiate 
Division by Accrediting Association 
_ of Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges 
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These courses will help or money 

@ HOMILETICS—20 lessons in Sermon Building 

@ PASTORING—20 lessons in Shepherding 

@ EVANGELISM—20 lessons in Soul Winning 

@ S. S. WORK—20 lessons in S. S. Management 
Each Course, $1.00 All in a Binder, $5.00 C.O.D. or Cash 


J. E. NEWBY, D 2-8, 720 E. Walnut, Ind‘pls. 2, Ind 
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SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
March 30-April 4—Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Bluefield, W. Va.; April 6-11—High 
School Auditorium, Mt. Airy, N. C.; April 12 
—Word of Life Rally, Carnegie Hall, New 
York, N. Y.; April 19, 26—Word of Life 
Rally, Gospel Tabernacle, New York, N. Y.; 
April 13, 20, 27—Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, Penna.; April 14, 21, 28—St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, N. Y.; 
April 29—Windsor Avenue Bible Church, 
Oceanside, Long Island, N. Y.; April 17, 24— 
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant, Bala- 
Cynwyd, Penna.; April 18—Yale University, 
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, New Haven, 
Conn.; April 25—Central Jersey Youth for 
Christ Fellowship, Plainfield, N. J. 

William Allan Dean, Pastor, Aldan Union 
Church, Aldan, Penna.: April 7, 14, 21, 28— 
First Presbyterian Church, Norristown, 
Penna.; April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 (2:30 P.M.)— 
Bethany Temple Presbyterian Church, Phila- 
delphia, Penna.; April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29— 
Evangelical U. 6B. Church, Philadelphia, 
Penna.; April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (2:00 P.M.)— 
Strawbridge & Clothier Auditorium, Jenkin- 
town, Penna.; April 17, 24 (7:45 P.M.)— 
Rosemont Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, Penna. 

Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, English 
Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, 
Penna.: April 1—Lutheran Church, Collings- 
wood, N.-J.; April 2—Lutheran Church, Roy- 
ersford, Penna.; April 11—Zion Reformed 
Church, Allentown, Penna.; April 13—Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Palmerton, Penna.; April 
14, 21, 28—tutheran Church, Ephrata, 
Penna.; April 15-19—Church of God, West- 
minster, Md.; April 26—Evangelical-Congre- 
gational Church, Hamburg, Penna.; April 29, 
30—Evangelical U. B. Church, East Green- 
ville, Penna. 

William A. Mierop, President, Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, Philadelphia, Penna.: April 6-11— 
First Brethren Church, Johnstown, Penna.; 
April 13—Sunrise Service, Wilmington Ball 
Park, Wilmington, Del.; April 19—Young 
People’s Gospel Center, Reading, Pa.; April 
20—Men’s Bible Class, Berachah Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; April 25, 26—Bethlehem 
Interd: inati I Bible Conference, Y. M 
C. A., Bethlehem, Penna.; April 27—Wharton 
Avenue Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Come to inspiring, refreshing 


HUME LAKE 


BIBLE CONFERENCE 


You'll enjoy this Christian Summer Camp over- 
looking the world famous Kings Canyon. Noted 
speakers, gifted musicians and artists. Come! 


Open May 1 to September 15 
Write for full Information today 7 


WALTER A. WAREENTIN, Director 
15S Van Ness Ave., Fresno 1, Calif. 





“—— 

CHURCH BULLETINS 
Every progressive church should use 
Winters’ De Luxe Bulletin Board. 
Dignified, effective, and economical. 
Over 7,000 IN USE, increase attend- 
ance, interest and collections. Writ: 
today for Illus. Catalog SI, H. F. 
Winters Specialty Company, Dayen- 
Port, lowa. 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


-IN Stee’ or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P. REDINGTON 4CO. 
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_ just regular, 


generous Moody annuities offer you many advantages besides returns 
’ that match commercial investments. After signing an annuity 
returns agreement, you are free from bother and worry; whereas 
t : stocks, bonds, mortgages ae rege securities require time for 
supervision as well as knowledge of financial matters. For 44 - . 
with MOODY years, Moody annuity returns have arrived on time and have » 
remained the same, regardless of wars, depressions or other 
ae : economic conditions. You are not bothered with clipping coupons 
annuities or making out ownership certificates. Moody annuities are 
“burglar-proof’” because they are worthless to anyone except 
the true owner. If they are lost or destroyed, payments continue 
to the real beneficiary without interruption. 


And, through being a partner with Moody, you have the joy of 
knowing your dollars are used to train missionaries, pastors, 
other Christian workers . . . . and for proclaiming the gospel 
through the printed word, evangelistic meetings, gospel-science 
films and daily gospel broadcasts. 















For complete information, mail the coupon today for your free 
copy of DOUBLE DIVIDENDS. There‘s no obligation! 


820 N. LASALLE ST. © CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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i in its relation to wills. Send me the ! 
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POWER OF EXAMPLE 
In a certain city I heard a story 
that should bring us all up sharply 
and make us think of the power of 
our example, and of the extent of 
our influence’ for Christ. There was 
a special meeting which occupied 
the life of a church for several days, 
and the leader of the meeting was 
a man who exalted Jesus Christ and 
who sought to keep in the back- 
ground and preach Christ and Him 
erucified. In the congregation was 
a’ widow with a boy who was ap- 
proaching thirteen years of age. 
The boy had attended the first meet- 
ing and had insisted that his mother 
come to the next. She had, and the 
two had not missed any further 
meetings. Finally, when the week 
was about gone, the boy and his 
mother went home. He was rather 
silent, and after a little while he 
went to his mother’s room and said, 
‘*Mother, he is a holy man’’—re- 
ferring to the leader whom he had 
just heard speak. ‘‘I have just been 
thinking that if he is so wonderful, 
Jesus Christ must be terrific.’’ 

That was schoolboy language, but 
it is merely the Gospel truth trans- 
lated into American High School 
slang. Christ Himself said, ‘‘Let 
your light so shine before men that 
they may see, your good works and 
glorify your Father which is in 
Heaven.’’ The leader who had 
furnished the example had undoubt- 
edly sought to be yielded to the 
Lord in order that the Spirit might 
take of the things that were Christ’s 
to minister them to the hearts of the 
people. The Holy Spirit, already 
dwelling in the boy, aroused him to 
see spiritual truth. The boy saw the 
good works of the leader and glori- 
fied the Saviour which is in Heaven. 
That is the way it should be. 

In one of my books I have told of 
the Bible discussion group in which 
a number of college students were 
discussing the verse, “‘Ye are the 
salt of the earth’’ (Mt. 5:13). The 
various properties of salt were being 
mentioned—flavor, preservative, 
ete. A Chinese girl in the group 
added: ‘‘Salt makes you thirsty.’’ 
Every one of us should question our 
souls profoundly to find out whether 
our: life makes those around us 
thirst for Christ. It would be a 
wonderful, and very humbling thing 
to have a boy look in your direction 
and think how much more wonder- 
ful Christ must be. And every 
Christian may be sure that the 
world is looking to find the life of 
Christ in us. Would God that all 
might see Him in us—in me. 
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WHERE ARE 
THOSE SINS? 


By F. W. BOREHAM 


Of all searches, the strangest and most intriguing is the search of 
which the prophet Jeremiah tells. ‘‘In those days, and in that time, saith 
the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for and there shall be 
none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: for I will 
pardon them.”’ 


The search for sin! My transgressions shall be sought for! It is not 
clear whether the expedition is an expedition of angels or an expedition 
of devils; but it is an expedition that will leave no stone unturned in its 
efforts to trace those iniquities of mine. It will ransack the loftiest’ moun- 
tains and scour the loneliest valleys; it will comb the sands of the endless 
deserts, thread the labyrinths of the deepest mines, pierce the tangle of the 
densest jungles, penetrate the silence of the eternal snows. It will search 
the dizziest heights above and the dreariest depths beneath; it will climb’ 
the steep ascent of Heaven and rattle at the gates of Hell. The immensi- 
ties, the infinities, and the eternities will all be sifted, and scanned. 


Where are my sins—the sins for which that celestial or infernal 
expedition will so tirelessly and exhaustively search? Are they secreted 
where no hound of Heaven or sleuth of Hell can find them, though, by 
night and by day, he search never so diligently ? 


Where are my sins? In my anxiety I determined to enquire. I opened 
my Bible. I found that the Old Testament is dominated by the prophets— 
tthe minor prophets and the major prophets. I decided to ask one of each. 
I found that the New Testament is dominated by the apostles, among 
whom Peter and Paul stand out conspicuously. I would address my earn- 
est question to each of them. 


MICAH 


As a representative of the Minor Prophets, I consulted Micah. Micah 
has a good deal to say about sin, and I somehow felt that he would sympa- 
thize. ‘‘Where are my sins?’’ I asked him. And he replied without a 
moment’s hesitation. ‘‘They are in the depths of the sea!’’ he averred. 
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He has cast all our sins into the 
depths of the sea. 

The depths -of the sea! The scien- 
tists tell me that there are profundi- 
ties of ocean that have never been 
plumbed. Those depths are so dark 
that the water is black as ink: they 
are so cold that the poles are warm 
in comparison : the pressure so great 
that nothing will sink to them. If a 
battleship could be forced into that 
watery abyss, it would be crushed 
to pieces like a child’s top. Nothing 
ean exist there. The depths of the 
sea! He has cast all our sins into the 
depths of the sea. 

Sheila O’Gahagan was a factory 
girl in Ireland. Her health was very 
frail and she was advised to try the 
effect of a holiday by the side of the 
sea. But, in her heart of hearts, she 
was perplexed by a matter that 
struck much deeper than the matter 
of her health. She was troubled by 
that very ancient preblem, that indi- 
vidual problem—the problem of 
human sin. One day, as she sat, with 
her Bible on her knee, looking out 
on the wilderness of waves as they 
broke upon the basalt cliffs of the 
Giants’ Causeway, she came upon 
this passage in Micah. ‘‘The depths 
of the sea!’’ she said to herself, as 
she surveyed the blue horizon, ‘‘the 
depths of the sea! My sins are all 
cast in the depths of the sea!’’ And 
when, a few months later, she passed 
peacefully away, some verses were 
found in her desk. Micah’s great 
proclamation had set her soul sing- 
ing: 

I will cast in the depths of the fathomless 




































sea , 
All thy sins and transgressions, whatever 


they be; 


Though they mount up to heaven, though 
they sink down to hell, 

They shall sink in the depths, and above 
them shall swell 

All the waves of My mercy, so mighty 
and free; : 

I will cast all thy sins in the depths of 
the sea. 

There are several verses, but they 

are all to the same effect. Our sins, 

once forgiven, are hidden where 

they can never be found. They are 

in the fathomléss depths of the sea! 


'SAIAH 


As a representative of the Major 
Prophets, I sought the counsel of 
the most evangelistic of them all. I 
vaguely felt that Isaiah would prob- 
ably have something to say that 
would comfort me. Nor was I mis- 
taken. ‘‘Where are my sins?’’ I 
asked him. ‘‘Are they where they 


ean never be found?’’ And Isaiah - 


replied, as Micah had done, without 
a second’s delay. They are behind 
God’s back, he declared. Thou hast 
cast all my sins behind Thy back. 

Behind God’s back! And where 
is that?. I seem familiar with the 
realm before God’s face. The angels 
are there. And, looking into the 
divine countenance they behold the 
celestial gladness excited by a prodi- 
gal’s return. There is joy in the 
presence of the angels over one sin- 
ner that repents. But behind God’s 
back! What does that mean? 

What does it mean if a man sud- 
denly turns his back upon me and 
angrily walks away? It means, of 
course, that he wishes to have noth- 
ing further to do with me. And that 
is precisely what Almighty God 
means when He turns His back on 
my transgressions. He means that 
He never wants to see them or hear 
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COMPLETE TREATMENT 


the treatment is complete, for such treatment kills 
the microorganisms that damage the body. Incom- 
plete or partial treatment, however, merely slows 
down the organisms temporarily. As their activity is 
lessened they gain new strength for multiplication 
when the therapeutic activity is diminished. At that 
time they burst forth with renewed vigor and attack the body with more 
virulence than ever. 
So sin must be completely treated by the blood of Christ. Anything less than that 
perfect therapy not only does not cure the patient but blinds him to his sin. His 
latter end is worse than the beginning, for he is under the delusion that his life is 
in good shape, while his sin is really on him, ready to kill him with the second 
death. 


GOD CANNOT GIVE IF MAN WILL NOT RECEIVE 


of them again: He will have nothing 
further to do with them. He euts 
them dead. He snubs them out of 
existence. 

‘*Get thee behind me, Satan!’’ He 
says. ‘‘Get thee behind me, Sin!’’ 
It is the proper place for Satan and 
for Sin—behind God’s back. It is 
the chaotic and abysmal limbo re- 
served for all the flotsam and the 
jetsam, all the rubbish and the 
refuse, all the scum and the scour- 
ings of the spiritual universe—the 
bottomless vacuum to which He 
relegates all the things that He does 
not wish to see, indeed, that He does 
wish not to see again for ever and 
evermore. And there, behind His 
back, are all my sins! No place, 
Isaiah tells me, could. be more 
secure. 

PETER 

Crossing the frontier from the 
Old Testament to the New, I sought 
to avail myself of the consecrated 
wisdom of the apostles, Peter first 
of all. ‘‘Where are my sins?’’ I 
asked him. Peter looked at me in 
surprise. ‘‘Your sins!’’ he ex- 
claimed; ‘‘why, they have been 


- borne away—borne into the oblivion 


of everlasting forgetfulness—borne 
away by the Lamb of God, who, in 
His own person, bore our sins in His 
own body on the tree!’’ 

With one voice, the authorities 
agree that Peter’s phrase is an allu- 
sion to the impressive symbolism of 
the dismissal and dereliction of the 
Scapegoat. It happened on the 
Great day of Atonement. The High 
Priest took two goats. Having sacri- 
ficed one of them upon the altar, he 
laid both his hands upon the other— 
the Scapegoat—confessing over it 
the transgressions of the people. He 
put their sins upon the head of the 
goat, as the Levitical phrase ex- 
pressively puts it. And then he com- 
mitted the goat into the custody of 
a trustworthy person, to be driven 
away into the wild desolate country 
at the back of the wilderness, where 
it would never, never, be seen or 
heard of again. 

“*He shall put their sins upon the 
head of the goat,’’ says the Levitical 
record. ‘‘The Lord hath laid upon 
Him the iniquity of us all,’’ echoes 
the fifty-third of Isaiah. My sins, 
Peter assures me, have been borne 
away—carried to some weird Never- 
Never country, some mysterious No 
Man’s Land—a land not inhabited— 
a land where neither angels nor 
devils, neither God nor man, will 

(Continued on page 47) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 
PSALM 103:19 


THE WOMEN’S PROTESTANT UNION 


In 1944 the British Parliament passed the Education 
Act providing for religious instruction to be given in 
the schools of the British Isles. The instruction was to 
be of an undenominational character. The Women’s 
Protestant Union has been able to do a great deal in 
England reaching thousands of children through their 
youth movement, through lectures in schools to large 
groups of children, 500 to 700 at a time, many of whom 
come from homes where the Lord is not honored. The 
object of the lectures is to, encourage children in. daily 
Bible reading so that they may become ‘‘wise unto 
salvation.’’ It is estimated that 750,000 children have 
been reached in this way. The Union also has summer 
camps and other Protestant instruction for children. 


MOTHER OR CHILD? 


A correspondent in Scotland sends a copy of the 
Aberdeen Press and Journal containing the report of 
a speech by the Archbishop of Glasgow of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Speaking to 3,000 .women the Arch- 
bishop declared that no physician or surgeon ever had 
a right to make a choice in the ease of an expectant 
mother that would involve the death of the child. If a 
doctor sees that a mother is going to die unless the 
pregnancy is terminated, he may not under Roman 
Catholic law remove the child prematurely in order to 
save the mother’s life. The Archbishop said ‘‘To kill 
the child is murder.’’ . 

We would like to ask the Archbishop what it would 
be to let the mother die? Would that not also be mur- 
der? It would seem that the Roman Catholic Church 
has’ taken an absolutely arbitrary position in this 
matter. There is the old problem that has often been 
set forth as to what a man should do if he were in a 
boat with his wife and mother and the boat capsized 
and he was able to save only one of them—which would 
he choose? It is a choice that, please God, none of us 
will ever have to make, but constantly doctors do have 
to make a choice between saving the life of a mother 
while allowing an unborn child to die or allowing the 
mother to die at the possibility only of saving the child 
alive. 

It would seem that every standard of Christian 
ethics would demand that the probability of saving 
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the mother’s life should be more important than the 
possibility of saving the child’s life. Rome, however, 
has its arbitrary standards and they certainly are not 
based on anything in the Bible. 


STONY BROOK SCHOLARSHIPS 


In a recent issue of Life magazine devoted to Asia, 
there were two pages of pictures about the work, of 
Dr. Edwin B: MeDaniel, a medical missionary in Thai- 
land. This is of interest to our readers because Dr. 
McDaniel is a graduate of Stony Brook School in which 
many of our constituency have become interested. Dr. 
MeDaniel’s father was also a medical missionary to 
Thailand and the son spent four years at Stony Brook 
on. a scholarship. 

He is an excellent illustration of the results of the 
scholarship fund and is an effective evangelical mis- 
sionary. Anyone interested in contributing to the 
Scholarship Fund of Stony Brook School for the edu- 
cation of missionaries’ sons and other worthy Christian 
boys can send their checks to Eternity and they will 
be forwarded without deduction. 


CATHOLIC HOLIDAYS 


The authorities of the City of Montreal, Canada, 
recently passed a law to the effect that all stores, fac- 
tories, and other businesses would have to be closed on 
Roman Catholic holidays. These included the Feast 
of Immaculate Conception in December ; the Epiphany, 
January 6; Ascension Day, 40 days after Easter; and 
All Saints Day, November 1. The law had been passed 
with the support of the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Montreal. 

The big department stores of the City defied the law 
both in December and in January. Police officers, who 
had announced that they would call out reserves to 
help enforce the law, were few and far between. 
Stores not only remained open but had very large sales 
due to the fact that the factories that had closed, 
observing the law, released their workers who were free 
to go and shop. The stores, desire a test case to be 
brought but the Catholic authorities have not per- 
mitted matters to come to that point. 


(Continued on page 31) 





WHAT THE WORD CONDEMNS AS DEATH, THE WORLD COMMENDS AS LIFE 7 












4 


-If it were not recorded in the Word of 
God and if I did not know my own heart 


“ well enough, I would scarcely believe it pos- 


sible that, within a period of six months a 


‘man could at one moment declare with abso- 


lute conviction ‘‘Thou art the Christ,’’ and 
six months later with oaths and cursing and 
blasphemy deny that he had ever heard 
anything of Him. 

Think, for a moment about Peter’s edn- 


fession ‘‘Thou art the Christ.’’ Do you 
Yeally think that he meant it? I have no 
shadow of doubt that when he said, ‘‘ Thou 


art the Christ’’ he was absolutely sincere. 
He meant every word of it. After all he 
had had plenty of evidence to prove it. For 


“example, he had watched the Lord. Jesus 


feed upwards of five thousand people on 
practically nothing. He had seen’ the same 
Lord come-into his own home and heal his 
own mother-in-law. Above all, there had 
been one tremendous night out on the storm 
in a ship that was nearly sinking and the 
Master had come across the sea and Peter 
had-ealled to. Him and said, ‘‘If it be Thou, 
Lord, bid me come to Thee on the water,.’’ 
And Jesus had said, ‘‘Come.’’ And on that 
tremendous night Peter had walked over the 
sea to go to Him. Yes, Peter was unmis- 
takably. sure of himself when he said ‘‘Thou 
art,the Christ.’’ With all the sincerity and 
emotion. of which that great big-hearted 
man was eapable, he meant every word of 


_that confession. ‘‘Thou art the Christ !’’ 


.How could it be then that six months 
later the same man with equal intensity and 
with equal conviction and with equal ap- 
parent sincerity was denying that he ever 
met Him, and cursing with oaths and blas- 
phemy? This is a very solemn thing. I see 
more than .ever-in my Christian. experience 
that it is not the flourish of trumpets with 
which I begin this life, but the hallelujah 
chorus with which I end that matters. Not 
the excitement with which I sign the deci- 
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sion card, but the patience and 
courage and determination in all the 
energy of a living Christ with which 
I pursue my Christian life until one 
day I am in His presence—not how 
I begin but how I end. And there is 
not one of us in whose life a collapse 
like that which took place in Peter’s 
life is an impossibility. 

Of course, there was a principle 
which led to the collapse. It need 
never have happened. But if you 
refuse the principle which Peter 
refused, you can be quite sure that 
you will go exactly the same way 
as he did. What was that principle? 
No sooner had Peter said, ‘‘Thou 
art the Christ,’’ than for the first 
time in His public ministry the Lord 
Jesus spoke about the cross. He re- 
vealed to His disciples His plan of 
redemption. He said the Son of Man 
must suffer and must be killed. He 
made it perfectly plain that there 
was no possibility of the establish- 
ment of God’s kingdom upon the 
earth and the redemption of men 
except by the shedding of His 
blood. And when He revealed that 
at the heart of the program of God 
for man’s salvation there was a 
cross, at that moment Peter kicked 
and said no, ‘‘Be it far from Thee 
Lord,’’ said Peter. 


You see he had wanted the excite- 


ment and the adventure and thrill 
of following Christ. Indeed, I doubt 
not that when he said Jesus was the 
Christ he imagined that before long 
he would be prime minister in the 
kingdom which Jesus would set up 
on earth. He was sadly disillusioned 
when he discovered that before there 
could be a kingdom on earth, there 
had to be a cross. The moment 
Christ spoke of the necessity for the 
cross, Peter said no. In other words, 
the principle which led to this 
man’s collapse was his refusal to 
accept the principle of the cross in 
his life. 

A little while ago I was taking an 
open air meeting at the docks at 
Southampton. I was standing talk- 
ing through a microphone to up- 
wards of five thousand men. It was 
during their lunch hour. It was a 
beautiful spring day and they had 
all come up from the docks where 
they were working on the ships. I 
was addressing this vast crowd of 
men and getting very badly heckled 
by one section of the crowd. I said 
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to the men who were shouting at 
me,* ‘‘Now look here, this is my 
meeting for a quarter of an hour. 
After that you can come and talk 
to me.’’ So I went on talking for 
about fifteen minutes and then stop- 
ped and then I saw an infuriated 
section of the mob rushing at me. 

I suddenly found myself sur- 
rounded by a very angry crowd of 
men and at the center of them one 
man—who weighed probably about 
218 pounds. He wasn’t drunk, but 
he had been drinking. He’was a 
man about fifty years of age and 
the ringleader of the mob. I was 
simply hemmed in by the crowd and 
this man rushed at me and he said, 
‘“You’re a dirty coward!’’ I said, 
‘‘T beg your pardon.’’ And he re- 
peated it with a few more adjectives 
thrown in. Of course, by the way, all 
this was going through a micro- 
phone which my helpers in their 
retreat had failed to remove or cut 
off, so that all of this conversation 
was heard by 5,00Q people listening 
in breathtaking silence. I was petri- 
fied and I sent up an SOS to 
Heaven and said, ‘‘Lord, I’m in a 
jam. It’s up to You now.’’ 

I said, ‘‘ What do you mean that 
I’m a coward?’’ ‘‘Qh,’’ he said, 
‘*yvou’re only in that job for what 
you can get out of it and because 
you’re afraid to die.’’ I said, ‘‘Look 
here, my man, wait a minute. You 
get more out of your job than I get 
out of mine—that’s one thing cer- 
tain. And I’m not afraid to die.’’ 
He said, ‘‘ You have no idea how to 
talk to them. I’ve listened to you— 
you’re hopeless.’’ ‘‘I’m quite pre- 
pared to believe that—but just a 
minute,’’ I said. ‘‘Supposing you 
got behind this mike, what would 
you say?’’ He looked at me and 
said, ‘‘What would I say? I’d tell 
them they were a lot of sinners going 
to Hell and they could only be 
saved by the blood of Jesus.’’ ‘‘ Who 
told you that?’’ I asked. ‘‘Oh,’’ he 
said, ‘‘I’ve been in your game. I’ve 
worn my collar around your way. 
There is nothing in it. It’s a wash- 
out! It’s all a farce. Your Chris- 
tianity is all nonsense.’’ 

I don’t know whether I lost my 
temper or whether it was righteous 
indignation, but I said, ‘‘ You ‘call 
me a coward and you’ve been in this 
game, as you eall it. Look here, 
you’ve been in it and you’ve quit. 






I’ve been in it and 1’m still in it! 
Who is the coward? You or me?’’ 
Well, I know he lost his temper 
then because he took both his fists 
and he struck at me as hard as he 
knew how and spat at me. I was 
never more thankful that I had been 
trained in the art of rugby football. 
I. got under his fists and under his 
spit and I tackled him around the 
knees and he went down on the 
floor. I went down, too, but he got 
the worst of it. And when we got 
up on our feet, he was sober then. 
I heard the crowd gasp with aston- 
ishment and I just said to him, ‘‘ My 
friend, you’re the man who needs 
to be saved by the blood of Christ. 
You’re the man who is going to 
Hell.’’ 

I checked up that man’s history 
very carefully with his employers 
and I discovered to my horror that 
he had been on the mission field in 
India for twenty-five years. And 
out there a broken home, a lustful 
affection, a ruined marriage, a 
wrecked testimony—and now drink. 
Do you think that man was ever a 
Christian? Well, I don’t know. Of 
course, enthusiasm and sympathy 
for a cause will make men do a great 
deal—even go to the mission field. 
It is amazing what the flesh will do 
out of sheer sympathy. But if the 
man were truly born again, one day 
I will meet him in Heaven. But I 
want to suggest to you that some- 
where in that man’s life he had 
said no to the cross. He had refused 
the whole principle of Calvary which 
simply mbans that in order that 
Jesus may live in and be expressed 
through him, the man must die. 

Now, I have been emphasizing this 
aspect of Christian experience be- 
eause I know that today in our 
church life it is an aspect which is 
sadly neglected and because it is 
neglected and not understood there 
is much backsliding in Christian 
living which is dishonoring to God. 
If evangelists, including myself, 
who claimed, claimed hundreds of 
conversions at this meeting and that 
only reckoned our conversions as 
such when those who professed were 
actually linked to the fellowship of 
a Christian church our claims 
would be decimated, absolutely 


decimated ! And, the only true test 
of conversion is a man linking him- 
self with the people of God. The 








whole test of the reality of your 
conversion to Christ is your willing- 
ness to die. Now let me just explain 
what I mean by that, because some 
of you may say, I don’t see any 
necessity for the cross and I never 
have understood it. 

Let me take a very simple modern 
illustration. In the summer of 1944, 
we were having a particularly hot 
time in London. The Germans had 
started to launch on us pilotless 
planes and rockets and every day 
there was a very heavy toll of 
civilian casualities in the metropolis. 
It was not, therefore, to be won- 
dered at that there gradually came 
to the surface a cry to the govern- 
ment that we had had enough. And 
that London couldn’t take it much 
longer. Recognizing that that was 
becoming quite pressing, our great 
war leader, Winston Churchill, in 
the autumn of 1944, made one of 
his many remarkable war speeches 
on the radio. This one I shall never 
forget. He said, ‘‘The allied na- 
tions are determined that there shall 
never again be a repetition of the 
mistake that was made in 1919. 
There can be no possible question 
of a truce or armistice with Nazi 
Germany. Until everything which 
has menaced the old order of world 
affairs has been completely annihi- 
lated, there can be no new order of 
peace and security for mankind. 
Therefore,’’ said Mr. Churchill, 
‘the united nations are determined 
that this business shall be carried 
right to the gates of Berlin until 
‘Nazi Germany is crushed! And if 
we fail there, there ean be no new 
order for society.’? Was he right or 
was he wrong? Of course, I recog- 
nize that in the light of subsequent 
events the answer to that question 
is beyond dispute. He was both 





right and wrong. He was wrong in 
that he said as everybody said that 
Nazi Germany was at the root of the 
trouble. The Christian knows per- 
fectly well that Nazi Germany was 
simply a symptom of a disease which 
is universal and a disease which 
exists not merely in Communist 
Russia but is also in democratic 
Britain and America—a disease of 
which every nation and every man 
in the world is guilty—a great big 
eapital ‘‘T.”’ 

As long as you have hundreds of 
millions of people in the world all 
wanting their own way you’re 
bound to have trouble. We all know 
perfectly clearly that the root of all 
the trouble in the world is not the 
clash of political ideology, it is the 
identity of all men everywhere in 
the fact of sin. That’s the root of 
the disease of which Naziism, Com- 
munism, and any other form of gov- 
ernment is but a symptom. There- 
fore, Churchill was wrong there. 
But he was absolutely right that 
there can never be a new order until 
the old has been crushed. There 
never can be peace, security, and 
prosperity, and plenty for men until 
everything which has menaced so- 
ciety has been annihilated. He was 
right. Now, that’s the cross. 

What did Jesus do when he died 
on Calvary? Just that! He dealt at 
the cross with everything that has 
menaced human society. He took 
there to the tree everything that 
has spoiled man’s peace, and secur- 
ity, and prosperity. He took to Cal- 
vary sin—the whole principle of sin 
and He nailed it to the tree. He de- 
stroyed the old order that he might 
liberate the new. Three days later, 
Jesus Christ, with a physical body 
rose from the tomb and ascended 
into the presence of God and for 
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The General Motors Corporati 
@ sun-powered motor but conceded that a _ 
sun-powered automobile might be 100 
years away. The present motor develops 
only enough tractional horse power to 
spin a balsa-wood disk by means of photo- 
electric cells that turn the sun’s rays into 
electrical energy. “About all you could say 
for this motor right now is that it works,” 
a spokesman for the company said, “but 
the handwriting is on the wall.” 





Those who have been born again know that they have been getting all of the energy 
and power for their life from the Son of Righteousness and that it really works. “It doth 
not yet appear what we shall be,” but the life and power is already ours. 
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the first and last time in all history 
there stood in Heaven a man who 
went into Heaven’ by His own 
merits. He needed nobody to plead 
for Him, He stood there by virtue 
of His own holiness, His own 
purity, His own truth. And He re- 
ceived of the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit. He canceled an 
old order and liberated a new. The 
only new order that can save man- 
kind was etsablished 2,000 years 
ago at Pentecost. And if you are a 
Christian at all, you are in the new 
order now. You are in a new society, 
a different race, a new humanity of 
which Jesus is the Head.-You have 
been delivered out of the old order 
and put into the new. Now that 
means something and most people 
realize it does, and many are not 
willing to pay the price. 

One of the reasons that people do 
not commit themselves to the Lord 
Jesus Christ today is just that. 
They know perfectly well that if 
they are to do so from that moment 
onward they are going to have to 
walk straight down. the middle of 
the line and they are not prepared 
to pay the price. That is the Chris- 
tian life—walking right down the 
middle of the moral line. Chris- 
tianity has at its heart morality. 
Christianity is not an excuse to 
enable people to live as they want 
to. Therefore, do you see that at the 
very heart of the Christian message 
there is the principle of the cross? 
There is the necessity for the cross. 
There can be no new. order until the 
old has been destroyed. 

_ The principle of that in your life 
is Just this that there is no peace, 
no power, and no blessing for you 
until the old order in your life is 
destroyed. When you became a 
Christian you received a new nature. 
You received the Spirit of Christ, 
the Holy Spirit, the life of Jesus—- 
the perfect life that cannot, cannot 
sin. You received the victor, the 
risen triumphant Lord. The as- 
cended Man at God’s right hand 
came to live in you a life that can- 
not sin. But along side that life 
there is another nature which can- 
not do anything but sin. And that 
nature is still there. The living Lord 
Jesus has come into your heart in 
order to make real in your experi- 
ence what He did for you on the 
cross, to wipe out experimentally in 
your life today what He wiped out 
2,000 years ago on Calvary. And 
(Continued on page 37) 
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The Suffering of Christ 


By NORTHCOTE DECK 


We rightly speak much of the 
death of Christ, for that is the final 
basis of our redemption, transcend- 
ing in importance even the blood of 
Christ which had to be shed in death 
to have its effective value in cleans- 
ing our sins. The cross, too, symbol 
of that death is much in our words 
and thoughts. 

But it is doubtful if we speak and 
think nearly enough of the suffer- 
ings of Christ, which accompanied 
and long preceded that sacrificial 
death. To Peter it is specially given 
to emphasize this aspect of our re- 
demption, for ‘‘the sufferings of 
Christ,’’ or ‘‘He suffered’’ are 
stressed seven times in his first short 
epistle. Actually Peter never refers 
to Christ’s death, or that He died, 
in his epistle, but uses the more 
poignant phrase: ‘‘Christ suffered 
for us.’’ 

Yet we must not restrict those 
sufferings to His crucifixion, or to 
Gethsemane, or even to the years of 
His public ministry. Further, they 
are manifold, relating to a number 
of aspects of His incarnation. 


CONTRADICTION OF SINNERS 


In Hebrews 12:3 we are urged to 
‘‘consider (reckon up) Him that 
endured such contradiction of sin- 
ners against Himself.’’ That contra- 
diction, (gainsaying R.V.) assaulted 
Him continually from scribes and 
Pharisees as He taught. But it did 
not begin with His public ministry. 
For actually from the first every 





NORTHCOTE DECK, of Toronto, is a former 
missionary in the Solomon Islands and a 
frequent Bible Conference speaker. 
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should follow. 


sinner was a contradiction of His 
sinlessness and purity, and all He 
stood for. Hebrews 1:9 tells us: 
‘“Thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity,’’ and that was true 
from childhood. As a Boy ‘‘I must 
be about my Father’s business,’’ 
and that was to deal with sin, hating 
it, though loving the sinner. 

Yet it was His Father’s will that 
He should grow up in Nazareth, 
which was such a byword for wick- 
edness, that Nathaniel cries: ‘‘Can 
any good thing come out of Naza- 
reth?’’ Actually ‘‘that Holy Thing,’’ 
(Lk. 1:35) emerged after thirty 
years in Nazareth still ‘‘holy harm- 
less undefiled’’ (Heb. 7:26). Yet 
surrounded on every hand by sin 
and iniquity, as He was, those long 
toilsome years, ‘‘where He was 
brought up,’’ apparently He was 
not free to rebuke sin. Had He done 
so, surely they would not have re- 
ferred to Him merely as ‘‘the car- 
penter’’ (Mk. 6:3). When, later, He 
did deal with their sin and unbelief 
in Nazareth, ‘‘they were filled with 
wrath, and thrust Him out.’’ How, 
then, He must have suffered those 
silent years in Nazareth, when, His 
hour not having yet come, He was 
not yet free to publicly rebuke sin. 


COMPASSION RESTRAINED 

Then, ‘‘able to be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities’’ was 
true of Him from eternity. Five 
times we are told ‘‘He had compas- 
sion.’’? He groaned over the grave 
of Lazarus, and wept over Jerusa- 
lem. But His sympathy with pain 
began as a child. Surely it was even 
then true, ‘‘In all their afflictions 


SIN DEFORMS US; CHRIST TRANSFORMS US 


Searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did 
signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 


1 PETER 1:11 


He was afflicted.’’ Picture Him then, 
watching a poor blind man grope 
his stumbling way up the cobbled 
street in Nazareth! Even then ‘‘all 
power’’ resided in Him as God, and 
with a word He could have made 
the blind man to see. But He did 
not speak that word. He could not 
yet. Picture Him meeting a desolate 
leper on the hills above the town, 
dolefully crying ‘‘Unclean Un- 
clean!’’ In a moment He could have 
‘‘touched Him saying .. . be thou 
clean’’ (Lk. 5:13). But He could 
not utter the word, or lift a finger 
to assuage the pains and sorrows of 
the hordes of sufferers who sur- 
rounded Him. So, the ‘‘beginning 
of miracles’’ was postponed to Cana 
(John 2:11). How His sympathetic 
heart must have been wrung with 
sorrow, surrounded by pain and 
sickness in Nazareth those thirty 
years! How gladly later on (Lk. 
4:40) ‘‘He laid His hands on every 
one of them (the sick) and healed 
them.’’ 
TEMPTATION 

Then we have the strange state- 
ment: ‘‘He suffered being tempted’’ 
(Heb. 2:18). Surely this means 
more than just He submitted to be 
tempted. For though there was 
nothing in Him which could re- 
spond to temptation, the experience 
of it cost Him dear. It cost Him 
forty lonely days, fasting in the 
wilderness, so that when ‘‘He was 
afterwards anhungered’’ He might 
be the target of the Adversary. 
When, having utterly failed in his 
attack on the Son of God, the Devil 
‘departed from Him for a season,’’ 

(Continued on page 36) 











EDITORIALS 


CHOOSING A PASTOR 


How should a church choose a 
pastor? What should be the quali- 
fications for selection? I suppose I 
have had a hundred letters from 
churches without pastors asking for 
@ man who would be a man’s man, 
a good preacher, a good mixer, about 
forty years old, with a nice wife, 
also well educated and socially ac- 
ceptable. Generally the salary of- 
fered is much under that earned by 
a carpenter, plumber, or bricklayer, 
and often under that earned by a 
schoolteacher. I have never had a 
letter asking me for a man who 
would be God’s man, even if he 
were half-blind like Paul (Gal. 4 :13- 
15; 6:11), or stuttered like Moses 
(Ex. 4:10). 

The time has more than come 
when congregations should take 
every precaution in order that they 
and their children should be prop- 
erly- shepherded. God has told us 
that many men in Christian work 
seek their own and not the things 
that are Christ’s (Phil. 2:21). He 
has said that there would be teach- 
ers who would bring fables instead 
of the Word of God (2 Tim. 4:4). 
He has suggested that there would 
be men who would lord it over 
God’s heritage (1 Pet. 5:3). We 
would cali such men carnal, liberal, 
authoritarian. 

Any minister who is not willing 
to come and present himself to the 
congregation should be a suspect. 
I heard of a committee which 
wanted to force the congregation to 
take a man sight unseen. A man 
said, ‘‘If you were a caterer, would 
I ask you for a sample of your 
cakes? Would I not just order what 
I wanted and trust you?’’ When I 
was told of this I replied that if 
there had been food poisoning by .a 
hundred caterers, it would be provi- 
dent to demand an ‘analysis of the 
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God’s Man In The Pulpit 
A Call To Laymen 
Perverted Perspective 


cakes and an inspection of the 
bakery. There is food poisoning in 
the pulpit. Let’s face that definite 
fact. 

A minister should give his pro- 
spective congregation written as- 
surance that he believes and will 
teach that the Bible is the Word of 
God, and not merely that it contains 
the Word. He should give definite 
assurance that he will actively work 
against the union of denominations 
and the influence of ecumenical 
movements. If he will not, then let 
it be said that such a man is divisive. 
It is not those who demand such 
sanctions who are divisive, but 
those who refuse to give them. The 
chureh of Jesus Christ has its clear 
pattern drawn in the Word of God, 
and anyone who wishes to move it 
toward clericalism is a divisive ele- 
ment. No truly spiritual man will 
resent being questioned; in: fact a 
man who is led of the Spirit will 
rejoice that there are laymen so 
alive that they want to have spirit- 
ual leadership. 


LAKE CRUISE 


We call your special attention to 
the advertisement on page 38 con- 
cerning the possibility of a nine day 
Bible-conference cruise on the Great 
Lakes during the coming summer. 
We have an option on the South 
American, largest steamer on the 
Lakes, for a tour that will leave 
Cleveland and Detroit, for Chicago, 
Duluth, Mackinac and return to 
Detroit and Cleveland. The details 
are to be found in the advertise- 
ment. 

It is urgently important that any 
who would like to goon such a 
cruise should observe the fact that 
our option will expire on June first 
if we do not have four hundred 
reservations. In that case deposits 
will be returned promptly to those 


who have made them. If you want 
to go on such a trip, send your 
check at once for ten percent of the 
amount required for the type of 
accommodations which you select. 
In addition to the Editor, there 
will be other teachers who will 


open the Word each day—Dr. 
Arthur Whiting of the First Baptist 
Church, New York, the Rev. Ralph 
Keiper of the Philadelphia Bible 
Institute and a regular contributor 
to Ererniry—-and there will be fun 
and fellowship galore. Make your 
decision at once. Turn to the ad 
now and read the details. Page 38. 


ELDAD AND MEDAD 


It is a rare occasion indeed on 
which I hear a sermon. Recently I 
sat in the pew and heard a sermon 
on Sunday morning for the first 
time, if I am not .mistaken, in 
seven or eight years. The preacher 
was the dean of one of the great 
theological seminaries, and the 
passage chosen for his sermon was 
the eleventh of Numbers, the story 
of Eldad and Medad. The message 
was a well-reasoned call to laymen 
to become active in Christian work, 
and the conclusion was, logically, 
the New Testament idea, ‘‘ Ye shall 
receive power after that the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you, and ye 
shall be witnesses unto Me’’ (Acts 
1:8). 

At one point in the sermon my 
thoughts strayed for a moment, as 
I am sure the thoughts of all of my 
hearers stray on many an occasion. 
The speaker was pointing out that 
the prophesying of Eldad and 
Medad caused some of Moses’ close 
followers tobe excited with envy on 
his behalf, and to question the right 
of these two men to prophesy. It 
was Joshua, strangely enough, who 
expressed this fear, which shows 
that sin can arise in very high 
places indeed. But Moses answered 
and said unto him, ‘‘Enviest thou 
for my sake? Would God that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets, 
and that the Lord would. put His 
spirit upon them!’’ (Num. 11:29). 

It was at this point that my mind 
leaped into a field of thinking that 
needs to be greatly explored by de- 
nominational leaders. Do they have 
the right to stand and say to lay- 
men: Would God that you all 
prophesied, when it would seem that 
they really mean, Will you all work 
hard entirely under our denomina- 
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tional control? Can they be just as 


grateful that the Lord raises up the 
Bible Institutes, for example, to do 
a work that has been above and be- 
yond anything that the denomina- 
tions are doing for the spiritual 
development of the people? 

I myself have been somewhat of 
an Eldad or a Medad. Beyond any 
question the Lord has put His Spirit 
upon me and many tens of thou- 
sands of people have been blessed 
through my ministry. But fre- 
quently my work must be done in 
the edge of the camp. I am not 
complaining, for I know that Christ 
died outside the camp, and that we 
must be there with Him spiritually, 
bearing His reproach (Heb. 13:18). 

This does not mean that we must 
be outside the denominations, as 
some of our separatist brethren 
would have it, but that our hearts 
and minds and spirits must be 
separate unto Christ from anything 
that smacks of an authority that 
would not be that of the Holy Spirit. 
May God bless every Eldad and 
Medad that He raises up, and put it 
into the heart of every Moses and 
Joshua to recognize them as divinely 
chosen instruments. 


LOOK’S APOSTASY 


We should never expect much 
from a secular magazine, but the 
deterioration of Look demands spe- 
cial mention. Progressively this pic- 
ture magazine has moved toward 
pornography, and of an increasingly 
vulgar type. The climax occurred 
in the February 26th issue which 
has much of it, together with a 
vicious attack upon the veracity of 
the Bible. 

I did not take the trouble to make 
a close analysis of the issue, but the 
facts are somewhat as follows. The 
issue had 120 pages and four cover 
pages. A rapid survey showed 24 
pages devoted to pure sex—or 
rather, impure sex. There were five 
pages of cigarette ads, some com- 
bined with sex, and five and a half 
pages of liquor advertising. 

But the astonishing thing was 
that at the end of the magazine 
there was a large article attacking 
the Bible. Dominating five pages of 
the magazine, the article was en- 
titled, ‘‘The Truth About the 
Bible.’’ The article was written by 
Hartzell Spence, author of the best- 
seller, ‘‘One Foot. in Heaven,’’ 
which was later made into a movie. 
The sub-title declared, ‘‘Students of 
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THE TIME (8S SHORT 


Sometimes friends ask me why I work so hard. Can’t I: 
let up just a little? Must I work sixteen hours a day, 365 days 
in the year? Perhaps it is because I am under such a convic- © 
tion that the time is short. 


A recent writer in a liberal paper has pointed out that 
almost every time an angel ever spoke to anyone in the Bible 
it was to say: ‘‘Hurry up!’’ An angel comes to Peter in jail 
and says, ‘‘Rise quickly.’’ An angel says to Gideon, ‘‘ Arise 
and go in this thy might.’’ An angel says to Elijah, ‘‘ Arise 
and eat.’’ An angel appears to Joseph in a dream, when 
Herod was slaughtering the infants, and says, ‘‘Go quickly.’’ 
An angel appears to Philip, in the book of Acts, and says, 
‘* Arise and go.’’ 


Really, says this writer, the angels are monotonous 
talkers. They always say the same thing, ‘‘ Arise, hurry.’’ 
And his conclusion is that a fire bell is monotonous but very 
necessary. If we are to get anywhere, it will be by following 
the reiterated command, ‘‘Get up and get going.’’ 


I want to apply this to a phase of Christian work which 
you can do. I meet hundreds, yes, thousands of the subscribers 
to this magazine in my meetings around the country. You 
all tell me that you are being blessed. Our rate of subscription 
renewal is extremely high. That proves that you value this 
magazine, ‘‘I wouldn’t be without it,’’ you say to us: by the 
thousands. 


I want to speak with the voice of an angel for a moment 
and say, ‘‘Arise and get us some new subscriptions.’’ You, 
if you really would stop now and think, could probably come 
up with two or three names of friends to whom you could 
show this copy of Ererniry, read them this paragraph, and 
say, “‘Will you try Ererniry for a year? Give me three 
dollars and let me send it in for you.’’ Getting them.to give 
you the money is better than paying for it yourself, though 
that is second best. And third best is to sit down and write 
out for us a thoughtful list of names and addresses of people 
whom you think would be interested in subscribing. ‘‘ Arise! 
Get going!’’ 


the Scripture say that the New  cism of the text of the Bible; and 


Testament we read today may have 
50,000 errors; here is the story of a 
far-reaching study by leading theo- 
logians to get an authentic text.’’ 
Now it has been known for 
decades that there were half a dozen 
places in the New Testament where 
there were glosses which had crept 
into the text, as, for example, where 
the last half of the fourth verse of 
the eighth of Romans was also copied 
into the first verse where it does not 
belong. This article, however, takes 
up these few problems of textual 
criticism, which do not raise any 
important difficulty, and blows them 
into a perverted perspective which 
would make the average reader 
think that the Bible was useless as 
a guide from God. The fact was not 
even mentioned that great scholars 
have spent their lives on the criti- 


that there is general agreement ‘that 
the text which we have is aceurate 
beyond any possible ‘ comparison 
with secular manuscripts. The great- 
est scholars who have worked on the 
subject, Westcott and Hort, whose 
names stand on the title page of the 
New Testament in: Greek that is 
most commonly used in the world 
today, have stated in the foreword 
of their edition that the percentage 
of error is so small—such a small 
fraction of one per cent—that the 
average student may consider it as 
negligible. 

Incidentally, the reply card, 
stapled in the copy of Look which 
I bought when I was told about the 
article against the Bible, bore the 
address, ‘‘ Look, America’s Family 
Magazine.’’ Have our families really 
gone that far? 


EVERY CHRISTIAN IS AN EVIDENCE OF THE RESURRECTION 13 











CONFORMING TO ROME. 
ROMANS TWELVE. 
VERSE TWO. 


And cease to adopt yourselves to 
the age you live in, but continue 
your transformation by the renewal 
of your mind, to the end that you 
may test out yourselves the will of 
God, that, namely, which is good, 
well-pleasing to Him, and perfect. 

Like many a sentence of Saint 
Paul the verse is crowded with 
thought to the embarrassment of 
language, and certainly of transla- 
tion. Self-surrender involves trans- 
formation. It is significant that Paul 
regards this, not as a sudden and 
miraculous metamorphosis,. but as 
a process aided and forwarded by 
the active but dedicated will. The 
present imperative in Greek com- 
mands or prohibits a course of ac- 
tion. It is also to be noted that the 
verb in the second command is in 
the middle not the passive voice. 
The precept, in other words, relates 
to action taken by ‘the subject to- 
ward itself, not to action passively 
endured. ‘‘Go on transforming your- 
selves’? is action -vastly different 
from that suggested by the ‘‘be ye 
transformed’’ of the A.V. render- 
ing. There is a life’s task in it, a 
challenge to be doing, and hope for 
the stumbling spirit. 

We cannot find and follow the 
will of God while our major pre- 
occupation is conformity. All the 
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TWO CHAPTERS OF ST. PAUL 
1 CORINTHIANS 13, ROMANS 12 


THE WAY OF EXCELLENCE 


By E. M. BLAIKLOCK 


Professor of Classics, Auckland University College, New Zealand 


pressure of instinct, no doubt, is 
against us. Man is naturally gre- 
garious. He does as Rome does by 
second nature. These Romans were 
to set their course deliberately 
against the corrupt life-stream of 
the mighty capital of the world, to 
repudiate its standards, defy its 
verdicts, court, if need be, its con- 
tempt and hostility. As always with 
Paul the negative speedily becomes 
the positive. Prohibitions leave a 
vacuum. Commands fill it. Abandon 
the base standards of a base society, 
says the saint and then, following 
the call and beckoning of the new 
spirit born within you, seek a new 
character. The ‘‘renewal of the 
mind’’ is the work of God’s Spirit, 
but requires the co-operation of 
faith. The blessed partnership of 
grace and faith effects the trans- 
formation. 

The object of such exercise of soul 
is the mightiest of experiments. It 
was a weary world. Disillusionment 
and pessimism reign in pagan litera- 
ture. Great stockades on the Rhine 
and Danube held back the bar- 
barian, and were’ to hold him back 
for three more centuries. Liberty 
had been bartéred for peace. Secur- 
ity was the day’s preoccupation. 
The spirit of adventure was dead. 
In such a society Christians were 
called to newness of mind, to fresh 
experiment, to audacious living. 
They are told to ‘‘test out’’ for 
themselves the will of God. 


WHEN THINGS GO WRONG DO YOU GO WRONG? 


God’s will for every man is based, 
if God be God, on perfect knowledge 
and perfect love. His will for us is 
‘the good, the acceptable, the per- 
fect.’’ ‘‘And what is the good, the 
acceptable, the perfect?’’ another 
Pilate might have asked. With 
varied result the philosophers had 
discussed the nature of such values 
in Greek and Latin. And now the 
Christians of Rome, some of them 
slaves in Caesar’s household, are 
called to apprehend and discover in 
their lives the realities the great had 
sought in vain. Presumption? The 
experiment is still before us. 


‘CHRISTIAN SANITY. 


VERSE THREE. 


For, as God in His grace has 
enabled me, I charge every one of 
you, not to think more of himself 
than he ought to think, but to cul- 


tivate Christian sanity, according 


as God has given to every man 
faith as a measure. 

This verse is most important. We 
shall, indeed, endeavor to show that 
its sense is the key to the chapter. 
In the Greek text there is a play on 
three verbs, ‘‘to think,’’ ‘‘to over- 
think’’ and ‘‘to think soundly.’’ We 
cannot, of course, express their 
sense thus crudely. As symbols of 
thought words are colored by their 
history, and the experience of the 
people which forms and employs 
them. With his usual mingling of 
the negative and positive Paul 
deprecates ‘‘high-mindedness,’’ con- 


ETgeRNiITy 














ceit, and self-esteem. Let the man 
who forswears such folly give his 
mind to a worthier object. Let him 
cultivate the habit of sane, sound, 
saving thought, of Christian sanity. 
The verb used by Paul in this con- 
nection is related to a noun which 
contains one of the most funda- 
mental ideas in Greek thought. The 
word has no reliable English equiva- 
lent. It is sophrosune. To translate 
it ‘‘moderation,’’ ‘‘temperance’’ or 
‘‘self-control’’ is to touch its mean- 
ing from various angles, but not to 
overlay it. The word has two roots, 
an adjectival root meaning ‘‘safe,’’ 
and a noun root meaning ‘‘mind.’’ 
It meant in Greek that ideal bal- 
ance of thought which never flew to 
extremes. It was the most funda- 
mental of all virtues. All virtues 
were, in the light of it, means be- 
tween extremes. There is much sense 
in the idea. Courage is a mean be- 
tween the vice of cowardice and the 
vice of rashness. Moral purity stands 
similarly balanced between impurity 
and prudery. Virtue is delicately 
poised. If it slips either way by 
fault of reason, it gravitates to vice. 
It errs neither by. excess or defect. 
Such was the meaning of the word, 
and it was impossible for Paul to 
use the verb without awaking this 
train of ideas. In 2 Corinthians 5:13 
Paul uses the corresponding adjec- 
tive in the sense of ‘‘sane’’ (A.V. 
‘‘sober’’). In the light of that it 
seems appropriate to translate in 
the present context as we have done 
above. 
The concluding clause deserves 
notice. A man’s: Christian sanity, 
thus enjoined, will not vary accord- 
ing to an arbitrary measure of faith 
meted out to him. Faith may be had 
for the -asking, and, like God’s 
Spirit, is not given ‘‘out of a meas- 
ure’’ (John 3:34). The word.trans- 
lated ‘‘measure’’ has here, as else- 
where: in the N.T., the meaning of 
“‘measuring instrument.’’ The geni- 
tive is one of definition. Faith is the 
measure, and the meaning runs 
‘according’ as God has given to 
every man the measure—that is, 
faith.’’ Faith, in other words, is the 
instrument whereby a man can test 
his Christian sanity. The Exposi- 


tor’s Greek Testament, failing to 


take the genitive as one of defini- 
tion, makes havoc of theology. Ac- 
cording to a man’s faith, so will he 
esteem himself, his God, his voca- 
tion, and his aptitudes. The thought 
is very vital for the understanding 
of the rest of the chapter. 
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THE MANY ARE ONE. 
VERSES FOUR and FIVE. 

For just as in one body we have 
many members, and the members 
have not all the same function, so 
we, though many, form one body in 
Christ, and are each members of the 
other. 

This famous metaphor, which is 
developed more fully in 1 Corin- 
thians 12, forms, in this chapter, a 
transition between the doctrine of 
verse 3 and the ethical teaching 
which commences at verse 6. The 
dependence of all on Christ, and the 
mutual dependence of each Chris- 
tian on his brother, was a favorite 
and fruitful thought with Paul, and 
he introduces it here with some de- 
liberation. Sophroswne is the key to 
correct action in society. From soph- 
rosune flows the forbearance which 
leaves room for another’s action, 
the tolerance which honors another’s 
mode of thought, and on the other 
hand, the quiet appraisal of one’s 
duty and one’s gifts which saves 
humility from self-contempt, and a 
proper deference from self-abase- 
ment. 

It is equally wrong for a healthy 
member of a body to remain inactive 
and to usurp a function for which 
nature did not design it. Both faults 
mar the body of Christ. Self-asser- 
tion and self-depreciation are both 
extremes. Humility, sweet as the 
spirit of Christ, stands at the apex 
of the triangle, balanced by sophro- 
sune. Hence the metaphor. Ephe- 
sians 4 will repay study. 


GIFTS OF “PROPHECY.” 
VERSE SIX. 


Since then we have gifts which 
vary according to the grace given 
us, let us exercise them accordingly. 
If our gift be prophecy, let us exer- 
cise it according to the proportions 
of our faith. 

The passage in the original is 
highly elliptical. Paul has much to 
say, and is impatient to say it. It is 
necessary very frequently to fill his 
thought out a little in translation, 
as, doubtless, the bearer of his let- 
ters did by the apostle’s express 
direction. He has stressed the vari- 
ety of gifts. He is anxious now that 
they shall be properly and appro- 
priately exercised. First comes 
‘‘prophecy.’’ The human greed for 
knowledge of the future, which the 
Lord so severely castigated, has 
taken a minor meaning of prophecy, 
and made it the chief. ‘‘Prophecy’’ 


HEARTS THAT BEND NEVER BREAK 


may mean ‘‘fore-telling.’’ It much 

more frequently means ‘‘forth- 

telling,’’ and forgetfulness of that , 
fact has led to heresies untold. The 
‘‘prophet’”’ primarily ‘‘tells forth’’. 
the will of God. It sometimes hap- 

pens that the exposition of that will, 

the same today, in days past, and in 

the future, leads the prophet into 

a description of the shape of things 

to come, but that function is not 

fundamental. 

In the New Testament especially, 
‘‘prophecy’’ is to be regarded as 
the inspired exposition of the truth 
that is in Christ. That truth had not 
yet been fixed in the canon of re- 
corded Scripture. The words of men 
of insight and spiritual perception 
had, in consequence, a place of 
prime importance in the experience 
of the Church. Prophecy seems to 
differ from teaching by its possess- 
ing a peculiar, and perhaps his- 
torically transient, sense of acting 
under inspiration, rather than de- 
pending on personal study and ex- 
perience. It is fairly clear from 
1 Corinthians 14:32 that, like 
‘‘tongues,’’ the gift needed careful 
control. The prophet needed sophro- 
sune. Let him, says Paul, exercise 
his gift under the inspiration of his 
faith. This subtle remark needs 
eareful attention. Way, following 
the Latin fathers, translates, ‘‘He 
whose gift is inspired eloquence 
must have regard to the symmetri- 
eal presentation of ‘the Faith.’’ 
Faith, in other words, is the Chris- 
tian Faith. But this, as Parry says, 
‘is exactly a case where the in- 
stinctive interpretation of the Greek 
fathers is decisive.’’? The ‘‘faith’’ 
here mentioned is one’s own faith. 
The depth of the prophet’s faith is 
the.measure of his endowment. Let 
him not go beyond that, in exag- 
geration or self-display. On the con- 
trary, let him deliver the full truth 
as his apprehension of Christ under- 
stands it. Let him keep his faith 
unfettered and undimmed, and then 
speak out. So shall he speak to edi- 
fication. 


ACTING OUR PART... 
VERSE SEVEN. 

If our gift be service, let us exer- 
cise it in its proper sphere, and like- 
wise if our gift be teaching. 

Our various cobbling, in other 
words, should stick to the proper 
last. Paul continues the application 
of his metaphor. With thoroughness 
and devotion each member of the 


(Continued on page 41) 
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Baptized into Christ 
| Into His Sufferings 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 








The baptism of the Holy Spirit in- 
cludes identification with the Lord 
Jesus into His suffering. “They that 
live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). There 
seems to be a widespread impression 
among Christians that this should 
read, “They that live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall be popular.” We may be 
certain that any Christian who is 
really popular with the world is not 
really godly. 

THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST 

It must be understood that the 
sufferings of Christ into which the 
believer is identified are not His vi- 
carious sufferings for sin. Those 
sufferings were borne by Him on the 
cross for six hours only. His suffer- 
ing in Gethsemane was not suffering 
for sin. Not even the horrors of the 
guard-room torture were sufferings 
for sin. His fatigue and weakness in 
falling under the weight of the cross 
on the road to Golgotha were not 
vicarious or substitutionary. In one of 
my books I have distinguished at some 
length between the three types of the 
sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
There was a suffering which had ex- 
isted long before His incarnation, the 
tears and wounds of Adam and all his 
sons. 

The natural suffering of the human 
race was a suffering that the Lord 
Jesus took upon Himself as a part of 
His wearing the garb of man’s flesh. 
He knew what it was to be hungry, 
ag lonely, homeless and so tired 
that He fell asleep in a boat from 
sheer fatigue. There was nothing new 
about this. This was suffering as man; 
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The fifth in a series of helpful studies by the Editor 
on the meaning of our position in the body of Christ ' 


it came through the incarnation, and 
was a suffering that He picked up and 
carried along witlr all of us. There 
was the greatest of His sufferings, a 
second, quite different suffering, 
which we speak of as His finished 
sufferings, which were from God, and 
which were for sin, and which He 
suffered alone. I can find a record 
of our identification with Him in the 
death that followed these sufferings, 
but I can find no record of our iden- 
tification with His substitutionary 
sufferings. These began at nine o’clock 
in the morning when they nailed Him 
to the cross, and He thus became a 
technical violator of the law of God 
(Gal. 3:13), and was made a curse 
for us, sin for us, in consequence. 

We shall speak more at length of 
the nature of our union with Him on 
the cross when we come to this phase 
of the work of the Spirit, in a mo- 
ment. Now we are occupied with our 
identification with Him in the third 
type of His sufferings. These were 
sufferings which He bore from man; 
they were sufferings for righteousness’ 
sake ; they are sufferings that are not 
yet finished, and which we must share 
with Him. It is of this unfinished 
suffering of Christ that Paul writes 
to the Colossians, saying, “Who now 
rejoice in my sufferings for you, and 
fill up that which is lacking of the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh for 
His body’s sake, which is the Church” 
(Col. 1:24). 

HIS UNFINISHED SUFFERINGS - 
It is into these, the unfinished suf- 


ferings of Christ, that we are identi- 
fied by the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 


GOD NEVER COUNTS OUR PRAYERS; HE WEIGHS THEM 


The Christian who determines to go 
on with God in the work of the Holy 
Spirit, steps into that godliness in 
Christ Jesus which brings the hatred 
of the world. Let us look at it, first, 
in the Lord Jesus Himself. The first 
manifestation of the hatred of the 
carnal mind toward the Lord Jesus 
was on the occasion of His first public 
ministry of the Word, in Nazareth, 
where He had been brought up. He 
had already performed a miracle or 
two, and His -fame had spread 
throughout the countryside. He went 
into the synagogue where He had been 
brought up, read from the prophet 
Isaiah, and announced that He, Him- 
self, was the object of the Old Testa- 
ment promises. The crowd whispered 
that He had a nice delivery—they 
wondered at the graciousness of the 
words that proceeded out of His 
mouth, and asked if this were not the 
carpenter’s son. He tore the mask 
away in one sentence. You have heard 
about the miracles, He said, and you 
have come here to see a circus. Well, 
He proceeded, a prophet is not with- 
out honor save in his own country. 
The crowd stirred. “I tell you the 
truth,” He said. There was the be- 
ginning of danger. The crowd, in 
Caesar’s day and ours, wants nothing 
more than bread and circuses. The 
truth that He told them was that God 
was a God of grace, and that salva- 
tion was by grace. When God per- 
formed a miracle through Elijah, He 
passed over all the Jews of the cove- 
nant and fed a Gentile widow. When 
He performed a miracle through 
Elisha, He healed no Jewish lepers, 
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but He showered His grace on Naa- 
man, the Hitler of that day. This was 
enough for the crowd. They would 
have thrown Him over the brow of 
the cliff, had He not exercised His 
supernatural power, and passed 
through the midst of them. 


FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE 

This smoldering hatred grew and 
grew until it flamed forth at the time 
of His arrest. Then the carnal mind 
that is enmity against God did its 
utmost against Him. They derided 
Him as King, putting on Him some 
rag of purple, with a reed in His 
hand for a sceptre, and a crown of 
thorns upon His head. The blood that 
may have flowed from those thorns 
was not for the remission of sins. That 
was the blood of martyrdom. He had 
not yet become a curse for us in order 
that the blood for the remission of 
sins should be shed by the Father. 
The blood from the thorns was blood 
shed for righteousness’ sake. That is 
blood which many have shed since 
then for Him, in the arenas, in the 
Inquisitions, in Russia and Korea and 
other parts of the world in our day— 
and let us remember that more blood 
has been shed for Christ’s sake in our 
day than in any previous generation. 
In that same night in which He was 
derided as King, the soldiers derided 
Him as prophet. They played a game, 
common among Roman soldiers, put- 
ting a blindfold over his eyes, smiting 
Him, and then crying out to Him to 
join their game. “‘Thou hast an ad- 
vantage over us—we have to guess, 
but Thou art a prophet,” they say. 
“Then prophesy. Who is it smote 
thee ?”~ (Lk.. 22:64). Isaiah tells us 
that His visage was so marred that 
His aspect was no longer human 
(Isa. 52:14). The blood that may 
have flowed from those crushing 
blows was not the blood of atonement. 
He had not yet been made a curse for 
us. That would come the next day. 


DESPISED AND REJECTED 

The blood that was thus shed in 
the guard room was not shed by God 
the Father, but by man, and not 
enough of it has been shed. God is 
leaving that for the Church to shed. 
In the plan of God there are yet mar- 
tyrs to die for Christ. The baptism 
of the Holy Spirit is a baptism of 
persecution and suffering. Some of 
you who read this may yet die in 
Afghanistan or Tibet for Christ. Some 
of you might even die in America. We 
do not know what lies before us in 
the hatred of the world which was 
ready to crucify its God. 


Aprit 1952 


For the most part, however, you 
will not bleed. But there wil] be the 
other sufferings that will be just as 
great into which we are identified in 
this baptism by the Holy Spirit. The 
more godly you live, the more you 
will be despised and rejected of men. 
It cannot be otherwise. “If they have 
hated Me they will hate you also,” He 
said it Himself. You will be in the 
black books of some churchmen if you 
stand for all of the truth and are will- 
ing to take communion with all of 
God’s true people. There is many a 
man who is passed by in the distribu- 
tion of earthly honors because He has 
sought the honor that comes from God 
alone. There are many names that 
the world can call you if you follow 
your Lord closely. You will be queer, 
or narrow minded, or an old fogey. 
The world can damn you with faint 
praise or praise you with faint damns 
—in many Church Councils God’s 
good men are dismissed with a raised 
eyebrow and a tone of voice. “So- 
and-so? Yes. Fine chap indeed. In- 
clined to be a little . . . pious?” “Oh! 
one of those!” “Quite so.” 

One day during a recess in Pres- 
bytery, Philadelphia, where I had 
made a strong stand for the faith, a 
minister came to me and said, “The 
trouble with you is that you are a 
mediaeval obscurantist.” To me, that 
was better than the D.S.O. The Lord 
Himself said, “Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute 


you, and shall say all manner of evil . 


against you falsely, for My sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in Heaven: for 
so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you” (Mt. 5: 11, 12). 


THE RIGHT OF SUFFERING 


The Head suffered for righteous- 
ness’ sake while He was here on 
earth. The body is to suffer for right- 
eousness’ sake until He shall have 
put down all rule and authority and 
taken over the kingdom to reign. We 
read in the book of Revelation that, 
during the great tribulation, the souls 
of the early martyrs of that time cry 
out to God, “How long, O Lord, holy 
and true, dost Thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell 
on the earth?” (Rev. 6:9). We may 
paraphrase the answer which was 
given unto them somewhat as follows: 
Keep quiet for a little. God has plan- 
ned to have some more killed on 
earth. You are only the first. Just 
keep quiet until the full number that 
are to be killed as you were, is com- 
pleted. 


JESUS NEVER SENDS A SOUL AWAY HUNGRY; DO YOU? 


This is one of the most important 
of the phases of our baptism by ‘the, 
Spirit into Christ, into the body of His 
sufferings. As He is, so are we in this 
world (1 John 4:17). Before leaving 
this subject may we look at one more 
remarkable verse. Peter tells us that 
the Christian is to accept crushing 
gladly, and is not to put up a fight for 
his “rights.” We have no rights in this 
world, except the right of snffering 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. The Chris- 
tian servant is told, even, to bt: subject 
to. crooked masters, and God says, 
“For this is thankworthy, it a man 
for conscience toward (sod endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully .. . if, 
when ye do weli, and suffer for it, ye 
take is patiently, this is acceptable— 
pleasing—with God . . . Wherefore 
let them that suffer according to the 
will of God commit the keeping of 
their souls to Him in well doing, as 
unto a faithful Creator” (1 Pet. 2:19, 
20; 4:19). 


IDENTIFICATION IN HIS DEATH 


Now we come to our identification 
with our Lord im His death. We may 
be permitted to treat this phase of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit more 
briefly than we have treated other 
phases of the subject because, being 
the most obvious, it has received the 
more universal attention. “Know ye 
not, that so many of us as were bap- 
tized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into His death?” (Rom. 6:3). To me 


-this passage is entirely metaphorical, 


and there is not even the remotest 
reference to water baptism of any 
mode whatsoever. Just as the enemy 
uses the material ordinance to obscure 
the spiritual for some people, so the 
identification into His death is some- 
times used to obscure the - overall 
teaching of our identification into all 
of Christ’s being. This technique of 
the enemy should be watched. It is 
all too common that the part receives 
the care that should be given to the 
whole. It is especially dangerous at 
this point, for our comprehension of 
the eternal purposes of God in our 
behalf is calculated to stimulate our 
interest in the details of our identifica- 
tion, and hasten the process of our 
integration into His resurrection life. 

There is one aspect of the death of 
Christ into which we are not baptized. 
One thing He accomplished, even 
separate from the Heavenly Father. 
When He was forsaken, He was 
alone. Just as God was somehow 
separate from Him, incomprehensible 
as this deepest of mysteries may be, 


(Continued on page 34) 
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@ This is the seventh in a series dn THE ART OF LIVING, 
which will answer many questions concerning the Christian 
life, that arise in the minds of young believers. 


LL CIVILIZATION depends upon 
speech or language, and it is 
hardly possible to exaggerate the 
importance of words in human life. 
For one thing, we cannot think 
without words. If you are disposed 
to doubt this, make the experiment 
and try to think out some problem 
without using words. All thinking 
is a kind of internal conversation ; 
the Biblical phrase for thinking is 
“to say in the heart.’’ 

As with thinking so with social 
life, for this too depends upon com- 
munication or interchange between 
persons. And this takes place by 
means of words, either in their 
spoken or written form. We must 
not suppose that only ideas or in- 
formation are exchanged through 
conversation. If we say to our neigh- 
bor, ‘‘Fine day, isn’t it?’’ we are 
not communicating any information 
that he does not already possess. It 
is rather an expression of goodwill 
or friendliness; in fact, a communi- 
eation of a little of ourselves. Thus 
not only our heritage of knowledge, 
but all social life, depends upon 
conversation. 

Of course, conversation wrongly 
used can do great harm. In our 
schooldays we used to say: 


18 THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN SHOULD BE A MAGNET TO DRAW OTHERS TO CHRIST 


Sticks and stones will break my 
bones, 
But calling names won’t harm me. 


Nothing could be further from the 
truth, for far more lives are broken 
and ruined by harsh words than by 
sticks and stones. As the old Jewish 
writer put it, ‘‘The stroke of a whip 
maketh a mark in the flesh; but the 
stroke of a tongue will break bones.’’ 
We see this in a big way in the 
harmful propaganda of the modern 
press and radio. On the other hand, 
conversation rightly used is capable 
of almost unlimited good. We all 
know how a talk or a sermon, or even 
a chat with another person, can put 
new heart into us. This compliment 
was paid to Job in the Old. Testa- 
ment: ‘‘Your words have kept men 
on their feet’’ (Job 4:4, Moffatt). 
Indeed so important is conversation 
that Christ Himself said: ‘‘By thy 
words thou shalt be justified, and 
by thy words thou shalt be con- 
demned’’ (Mt. 12:37). Since our 
words matter so much, we shall first 
describe the errors of speech to be 
avoided, and then outline the quali- 
ties of a good conversationalist. 


@ Don’t Be a Bore 


There are some people we always 
try to avoid; we would go almost 
anywhere rather than meet them. 
Why? Because they bore us to tears. 
A bore has been defined as ‘‘a per- 
son who talks about himself when I 
want to talk about myself!’’ Avoid 
therefore talking about yourself, 
unless you are invited to do so. This 
vice has many forms. Some people, 
for example, are constantly talking 
about their own illnesses, with full 
details of the symptoms, aches, and 
pains. Or again, there are parents 
who talk incessantly to others about 
their babies, oblivious of the fact 
that people without children are not 
necessarily enthralled by this theme. 
Another familiar way of wearying 
others is talking about one’s own 
past—‘‘ When I was in Egypt dur- 
ing the war, etc., ete.’’ In this con- 
nection we need to be specially 
careful of anecdotes about ourselves 
and our exploits, marvelous or 
otherwise. It is so easy to forget that 
events which are of vital interest to 
us may be of very little interest to 
our listeners. Try to bring the other 
person’s interests into the conversa- 
tion. The bore usually has plenty of 
stories about himself—his travels, 
that big salmon he once caught on 
holiday, or the hole in one he made 
ten years ago. 


There are however, other ways of 
boring people; for example, being 
rambling and prosy when we 
speak. ‘‘The other day when I was 
going up to York by train—let me 
see, I think it was Wednesday—oh 
no, of course it was Tuesday after- 
noon—for I remember paying the 
rent before I left, and I always pay 
the rent on Tuesdays—well, as I 
was saying, I got talking in the 
train to a salesman—now what was 
his name?—it’s just on the tip of 
my tongue—I think it begins with 
S’’—and so on; ad infinitum et 
nauseam. Such people love the sound 
of their own voices and meander 
like a river. We need to practice 
being direct in our conversation, 
and there is no virtue in using 
twenty words to say what could have 
been said in ten. Although a digres- 


ETERNITY 


ome 














sion or an irrelevant remark is per- 
missible now and again, to make a 
habit of it is tedious in the extreme 
to the listener. 


@ The Wrong and Right Way of 
Being Dogmatic 


We should also try to avoid being 
argumentative and dogmatic in con- 
versation. The Creator meant lan- 
guage to be a means of intercourse 
and fellowship, and not as in much 
modern propaganda, a weapon for 
fighting ‘‘cold’’ wars. Some indi- 
viduals misuse speech by engaging 
in perpetual word battles. Argument 
is fighting with words, as distinct 
from discussion which is a friendly 
and fruitful interchange of thoughts 
and ideas. A person engaged in dis- 
cussion really listens and takes into 
consideration what is said on the 
other side. He may not be able after 
consideration to agree with it, but he 
does consider it. The man engaged 
in argument does not. His mind is 
made up in advance and his one 
determination is to win the argu- 
ment rather than seek the truth. 
The effect of argument or verbal 
fighting is to alienate, and it is sadly 
destructive of fellowship. Avoid 
therefore the tendency to contradict 
others directly. Such words or 


-phrases as ‘‘nonsense,’’ ‘‘ridicu- 


lous,’’? ‘“‘you are quite wrong’’ 
should be avoided if possible, as they 
put the other person’s back up and 
give needless offense. Of course, 
there are times when we must. dis- 
sent from the opinions of others, 
and on minor matters it may be 
done like this—‘‘I don’t quite agree 
with you there’’ or ‘‘There is some- 
thing in what you say, but have you 
considered, ete.?’’ One can disagree 
in a friendly and courteous way, a 
way much more likely to ‘win over 
the other person to your own con- 
victions. For no one likes to be 
proved wrong. Do you? 

There is a right and a wrong way 
of being dogmatic. Every real 
Christian, for example, has strong 
convictions, and if he is faithful, he 
will state them strongly, This is, of 
course, being dogmatic, and the 
alternative is being a sort of human 
jellyfish. But its possible to have 
sincere and strong convictions and 
to state them without laying down 


-the law. The apostle Peter expresses 


it perfectly when he says: ‘‘ Always 
be prepared to make a defense 
(Greek apologia, or reasoned state- 
ment) to anyone who calls you to 
account for the hope that is in you, 
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yet do it with gentleness and rever- 
ence’ (1 Pet. 3:15, R.S.V.). It is 
the difference between being arro- 
gantly dogmatic and humbly dog- 
matic. The former sets up a resis- 
tance to the truth stated, whereas 
even a little of the quality of sweet 
reasonableness can work wonders. 


@ Magnetic Conversation 


Now so far we have dealt with the 
negative side, the chief errors of 
conversation; but a person might 
avoid all these and yet lack vitality, 
interest, and charm in his speech. 
Something more, something intensely 
positive is needed. For good conver- 
sation can be magnetic. ‘‘It draws 
the children from their play, the 
old from their arm-chairs, the in- 
valid from his warm chamber: it 
holds the hearer fast; steals away 
his feet, that he shall not depart, 
his memory, that he shall not re- 
member the most pressing affairs, 
his belief, that he shall not admit 
any opposing considerations’’ (Em- 
erson on Eloquence). Our positive 
goal should be to make our conver- 
sation attractive and absorbing. 


@ Two-Way Conversation 


One way to do this is to be a good 
listener. It is no doubt a strange 
paradox to assert that our conver- 
sation is most interesting when we 
are silent. But it is true. The royal 
way of being interesting to others is 
to listen to their conversation. A 
good listener is comparatively rare, 
and always popular. We are re- 
lieved like Bunyan’s pilgrims when 
Mr. Talkative leaves our company, 
but we usually feel keen regret when 
we lose a good listener. A person of 
excessive loquacity is exhausting 
(‘‘Oh, how she goes on!’’) but a 
sympathetic listener brings refresh- 


ment and healing. Yes, healing; for 
one of the best ways to help anyone, 
in sorrow or distress is to listen with 
sympathy. The sufferer wnburdens. 
himself to the listener. As you have 
two ears and one mouth, try to lis- 
ten twice as much as you speak. 

On the other hand, intelligent 
listening does not. mean saying noth- 
ing. A good listener draws out and 
draws on the speaker with apt com- 
ments and intelligent questions. 
Furthermore, since real conversa- 
tion is a dialogue and not a mono- 
logue, our part is never all listening. 
The dumb person is quite as ex- 
asperating as Mr. Talkative, and we 
are probably painfully familiar with 
the type of person who simply says 
‘*Yes’’ or ‘‘No’’ to all our attempts 
at conversation, making the going as 
hard as Pharaoh’s chariot wheels 
in the wet sand. To avoid this we 
must have something to talk about, 
for one whose life is empty and de- 
void of interests can never become 
a good conversationalist. That is to 
say, good conversation arises out of 
a full, interesting, and abundant 
life, ‘‘for out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh’’ (Mt. 
12 :34). 


@ The Value of Small Talk 


In this connection we should not 
despise the value of small talk. The 
conventional remark about the 
weather or the government has its 
place in opening up conversation 
and leading on to deeper things. 
Some people are profoundly inter- 
esting when once you get them talk- 
ing—but that is just the difficulty. 
With little or no ability for small 
talk such persons -are apt to sit 
tongue-tied and awkward in fresh 
society, because they have nothing 
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@ WET LEAVES THAT FELL UPON THE 
TRACKS OF THE NEW HAVEN RAIL- 
ROAD’S HOUSATONIC RIVER LINE 
STALLED A 100-CAR FREIGHT TRAIN 
AND RESULTED IN DELAYING A PAS- 
SENGER TRAIN FOR ALMOST AN 
HOUR. THE LEAVES MADE, IT IMPOS- 
SIBLE FOR THE WHEELS OF THE DIESEL 
ENGINE ON THE FREIGHT TRAIN TO 





GET SUFFICIENT TRACTION. THE TRAIN WAS STOPPED AS EFFECTIVELY AS IF 
THERE HAD BEEN A LANDSLIDE. SIN DOES NOT HAVE TO BE SPECTACULAR IN 
ORDER TO STOP THE PROGRESS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. THE TINY SINS WILL 
DO IT JUST AS EFFECTIVELY. SOME ACTIONS LIKE FALLING LEAVES MAY SEEM 
TO BE BEAUTIFUL BUT THEY MUST NOT STOP OUR GOING ON. 


THE CALL OF GOD CARRIES WITH IT THE POWER TO OBEY ; 19 
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1 
THERE WAS A FAMINE IN THE sda ence 

Every event that any day can bring 
is a test to us. Feast or famine, life or 
death, every happening, every encounter, 
every word, every glance, brings us a 
test of good and evil. Just as every coin 
brings us heads and tails, so every inci- 
dent of life brings us the possibility of 
spiritual growth or spiritual decline. 
Which will we accept? The telephone 
rings, and we remember, vaguely, that 
we shall give an account of every idle 
word, but how do we spend the breath 
that comes from our throats? When 
prosperity comes to us, are we drawn 
~ into selfishness or into the deeper joy of 
praising God? When the famine comes 
are we pushed to despair, or do we draw 
closer to the Lord with the full assurance 
that we are about to learn some new 
phase of His bounty and providing love? 
You are going to have some test within 
the next few minutes, 

LORD, DRAW US UPWARD. 
April 2 
BESIDE THE FIRST FAMINE (26:1) 

There are thirteen famines mentioned 
in the Bible. The first one (Gen. 12:10), 
this one and several others were un- 
doubted attempts by Satan to destroy the 
seed of the woman and to avert his own 
doom. This great conflict is to be found 
throughout the entire Word of God, and 
can be seen in many manifestations. We 
shall come to it in much detail when we 
study the life and work of Joseph, and 
where it will be flatly stated that there 
was a supernatural conflict involved. In 
such a catastrophe as a famine there is 
the natural framework to set forth the 
impotence of the enemy and the power 
of God. “What shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall . . . famine?” 
(Rom. 8:35). And the answer comes that 
én famine we are more than conquerors. 
For it is there that we learn that God 
can furnish a table in the wilderness 
(Psa. 78:19). 

LORD, FEED US WITH THYSELF. 
April 3 
ISAAC WENT UNTO ABIMELECH (26:1) 

In the light of the context there can 
be no doubt that Isaac was walking 
ahead of God, and was not resting in 
faith. To walk by sight always leads to 
further trials and falls, and it was to be 
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so with Isaac. This Abimelech was not 
the same as the one in an earlier chapter, 
for this is not the name of a man so much 
as it is a title of the kings of the Philis- 
tines. The word means “father of the 
king,” and when Isaac resorted to” such 
a man in time of need, it was the carnal 
choice of a man who had been frightened 
by the circumstances of famine and was 
appealing to the arm of flesh to save him. 
You can measure your spiritual life by 
a clean acknowledgment of your thoughts 
when trouble comes. Do you reach for 
pen and ink to write a relative or a 
friend, or do you reach for the Word for 
comfort? Do you reach for a telephone 
to call upon human aid, or do you pray? 
LORD, TURN OUR HEARTS TO THEE. 

April 4 
THE LORD APPEARED UNTO HIM (26:2) 

O the grace of God, that He should 
deign to pursue us even when we are 
running away from Him. How He fol- 
lows us as we flee. How He shows us 
Himself. as we. seek our Abimelechs for 
aid. Sometimes we even think that we 
have shaken off His pursuit and then we 
turn to find Him waiting for us in the 
way, having come across the field of life 
by some short cut that He knows well in 
order to anticipate our goings and to turn 
us into His own paths of blessing. Even 
now as you fear the face of some famine 
you turn to go your way that you may 
find some famine fodder that can. stifle 
the pangs of your hunger, while He is 
waiting to open up the windows of 
Heaven and feed you with the finest 
of the wheat. How often must we con- 
fess that He has found us when our back 
was to Him and has turned us that we 
might see His face. ; 

LORD, APPEAR, TO TURN OUR WAY TO THINE. 


GO NOT DOWN INTO EGYPT (26:2) April 5 

Do not follow in the footsteps of 
Abraham when Abraham does _a wrong 
thing. Follow him only as he follows the 
Lord. Egypt was not the land which God 
had promised to Abraham, and there 
were perils there from which Isaac must 
be kept. Egypt was the land of Ham, and 
there the power of Satan reigned su- 
preme. It was not yet God’s moment to 
challenge Satan in his own citadel; that 
would come with Moses. Is it not won- 
derful that God should appear to us when 


THERE ARE NO LITTLE SINS 


we are out of His will and keep us from 
going still further out of His will? For 
the road to Gerar is the road to Egypt. 
We can never take the last step until we 
have taken the first. Here the Lord was 
intervening for his child after the first 
steps had been taken and was hindering 
him from going further in willfulness. 
This was grace upon grace. 
LORD, HINDER US FROM GOING FURTHER IN 
OUR WAY. 
April 6 

THE LAND WHICH I SHALL TELL THEE OF (26:2) 

Our dwelling place is not to be in the 
world of God’s enemies, but in the place 
of His choosing which shall be a symbol 
of His rest. It is to be noted that God 
is not content with issuing a prohibition 
against evil, He also issues a directive 
for good. Not Egypt . . . but the land 
which I shall show you. God never takes 
anything away from one of His children 
without giving something much better in 
its place, and in addition to that which 
is materially better there is always the 
certainty that we receive Himself first 
of all. In fact, the material things come 
in second place. Seek ye first .. . all these 
things shall be added (Mt. 6:33). How 
shall He not also with Him freely give 
us all things? (Rom. 8:32). Egypt glit- 
ters but God is not there. The land that 
the Lord chooses is where He will dwell 
with us. 
LORD, LEAD US TO THY DWELLING. 

April 7 

SOJOURN IN THIS LAND... 1! WILL BE WITH 
THEE (26:3) k 

Two verbs are used—“dwell” and “so- 
journ.” These words shaken and gur 
denote a long term residence and a short 
term residence. It might be looked upon 
as the human and the divine point of 
view. Dwell—make your home there; 
sojourn—stop there for the little moment 
before you quit this life altogether. You 
have your life to live, therefore it is 
quite permissible for you to think about 
buying your home and setting out shrub- 
bery, and even planting trees which only 
your children can enjoy. But at the same 
time you are to realize that it is a tem- 
porary home. The Hebrew word is 
translated “sojourn” 57 times but it is 
also translated “be strangers” six times, 
most importantly in describing the Rech- 
abites who were constantly to live in 
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tents in order to testify to the temporary 
quality of our earthly home (Jer. 35:7). 
Look now upon your house, your furni- 
ture, your life, and realize that it is but 
for a moment. 

LORD, GIVE US PERSPECTIVE AND SIGHT. 


April 8 
1 WILL BE WITH THEE AND BLESS THEE (26:3) 
Was there any reason in Isaac why 
God should have chosen him to bless 
him? None whatsoever. Isaac was the 
humdrum, ordinary son of a great father. 
This twenty-sixth chapter of Genesis is 
the only chapter that really tells us much 
about Isaac. All of the remaining knowl- 
edge which we have about us comes to us 
in the stories centering about his father 
and his son. But here we have an inter- 
mediate phase that is occupied with 
Isaac alone, and it is all that is the most 
common. Isaac lived longer than either 
Abraham or Jacob, but there is much less 
told us of him. Someone has said, “He 
was the ordinary son of a great father, 
and the ordinary father of a great son. 
We are accustomed to speak of such lives 
as commonplace and ordinary, and yet 
the ordinary life is the ‘ordered’ life and 
in the truest sense the ‘ordained’ life.” 
But the fact that the Lord dwelt with 
him made all extraordinary. 
LORD, TRULY DWELL WITH US. 


April 9 
THEE AND THY SEED (26:3) 

These stories are not written for their 
own interest but because they are a part of 
the great eternal plan. Isaac was no hero 
who could challenge the genius of a great 
literary artist, let alone the interest of the 
Almighty Creator. But looked at in the 
line of the plan we see his vital importance. 
There is nothing in history that is not 
His-story, and gentle Isaac is great because 
the seed that is in his loins is none other 
than the seed which is to bring forth the 
Messiah. The New Testament tells us that 
Abraham’s seed was none other than Christ 
(Gal. 3:16), and here, of course, the same 
thing must be said of Isaac. None of us 
really amount to anything except as we 
are joined to Christ and associated with 
Him. Just as truly as He had to say, 
“Without Me ye can do nothing” it could 
have been written, Without Me ye are 
nothing. 

LORD, KEEP US EVEN IN THYSELF. 
April 10 
1 WILL GIVE ALL THESE COUNTRIES (26:3) 

There was famine in one land and Isaac 
had fled to another and had been forbidden 
a third. But the promise of God comes sure 
and certain to him, that he is to inherit the 
land. And the inheritance of God is never 
a small thing. We sometimes sing, 


We are coming to a king, 

Let us large petitions bring. 
The countries that are here affirmed to 
Isaac cover all that land which the Lord 
sware unto his father Abraham. To Abra- 
ham the gift of the land had been con- 
firmed by the symbol of the cross of 
Christ (Gen. 15:9, 17). It was the whole 
stretch from the river of Egypt to the 
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great river, the Euphrates, and included 
what we call Asia Minor, the land of the 
Hittites. God now solemnly confirms these 
promises to Isaac. We may be more than 
sure that the destiny of God’s earthly 
people is established as well as the destiny 
of His Heavenly people. Though some de- 
ride it,-the promises are as certain as the 
cross of Christ. 

LORD, BLESS THY PEOPLE, ISRAEL. 


April 11 
1 WILL PERFORM THE OATH (26:3) 

It might seem to be an extraordinary 
thing that the Lord God Almighty should 
ever resort to an oath. The fact shows us 
the exceeding sinfulness of the human 
heart. God made a promise that He would 
perform certain works on behalf of man, 
and then, as though with an awareness that 
the promise would seem incredible to the 
heart of fallen man, the Lord adds to His 
solemn word an even more solemn oath. 
And “because He could swear by no 
greater, He swore by Himself” (Heb. 
6:13). First, He sets forth that He loves 
us, and will redeem us; second, He adds, 
It is true, I swear that it is true, I swear 
it by Myself. And finally, He went to the 
cross and performed all that He had 


promised. 


His oath, His covenant, His blood 
Support me in the o’erwhelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 
On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
LORD, WE DO BELIEVE THEE. 

April 12 
THE STARS OF HEAVEN (26:4) 

Here the Lord draws away from the 
smaller fulfillment of the promise to the 
physical seed of Abraham and moves to 
announce that which goes beyond Israel 
to include all the church of God. It is 
true that He first mentionéd the giving of 
the land to Israel, but now He sees the 
vast host of believers throughout the ages, 
and causes Isaac (and us) to glance across 
the universe at the starry hosts and to 
hear His word that the number. of those 
who shall be saved out of the world and 
into the church shall be as the number of 
the stars. The reason that the promise is 
made through Isaac is in order to give it 
special direction. When the promise had 
been made. to Abraham it might point off 
in many ways, but when the line is drawn 
from Abraham through Isaac, its exten- 
sion can go in no other way than through 
the cross of Jesus Christ, and from thence 
on to us, until we are seen to be blessed 
with faithful Abraham (Gal. 3:7-9). 
LORD, THROUGH THE STARS MAY WE SEE 
CHRIST. 

April 13 
IN THY SEED ALL NATIONS (26:4) 

Each time the Lord reiterates the prom- 
ise there is some addition made and some 
extension of the glory. To Abraham it was 
first said, “In thee shall all families of the 
earth -be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). But now 
the promise goes beyond the families to 
the nations. This is not a mere change of 
figure, but the extension of an idea. Bless- 


UNBELIEF IS THE HEIGHT OF PRESUMPTION 


ing available to every individual in per- 
sonal salvation now becomes blessing that 
shall be upon all nations, governmentally,, 
so that the future of the world is assured. 
Today the blessing of all the families is 
made manifest in Christ, but the nations 
are a sad and sorry spectacle. But right- 
eousness shall yet be upon the nations” 
where today there is nothing but war and 
intrigue and corruption. Peace, righteous- 
ness, and holiness shall yet reign, when 
Isaac’s Seed comes to reign. 

LORD, SEND THY SON TO REIGN. 


April 14 
BECAUSE ABRAHAM OBEYED MY VOICE (26:5) 
The God of glory had appeared to 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, 
before he went into Haran (Acts 7:2). 
It was then that the Lord quickened 
Abraham, and justified him on the basis 
of sovereign grace (Isa. 51:1, 2; Rom. 
4:9, 10). Now it is as though the Lord 
overlooked all that He had done for 
Abraham in choosing him, appearing to 
him, quickening him and leading him, and 
thinks only of the fact that with the new 
life which had been planted within him 
Abraham had responded to the call of the 
Lord. The God of glory opened the ears 
of Abraham and was pleased that Abraham 
heard. The God of grace spoke to Abra- 
ham and was. delighted that Abraham 
moved. The God of guidance drew Abra- 
ham and was glad that the new life which 
had been planted in His child now mani- 
fested itself in obedience. The life brings 
obedience, the obedience brings further 
blessing, and the further blessing calls for 
more devotion to Him. 
LORD, INCREASE THIS SPIRAL OF GRACE AND 
BLESSING. 
April 15 


KEPT MY CHARGE (26:5) 

It was this verse perhaps that Charles 
Wesley was reading when he wrote that 
hymn, so theologically false, : 

A charge to keep I have, 

A God to glorify, 

A never-dying soul to save, 

And fit it for the sky . 

Help me to watch and pray, 

And‘ on Thyself rely, 

Assured, if I my trust betray, 

I shall forever die. - 
This same hymn writer had a much better 
day when. he wrote, 

Arise, my soul, arise, 

Shake off thy guilty fears; 

The bleeding sacrifice 

In my behalf appears; 

Before the throne my Surety stands, 

My name is written on His hands. 

Let us never forget that we are saved and 
fitted for the sky by the blood of Jesus 
Christ. And nothing that we do can add 
to that salvation and that fitness. But it is 
because of this completed work of redemp- 
tion that we love to keep the charge which 
the Lord has given us, lest we lose our 
crown (Rev. 3:11), and be saved, so. as by 
fire (1 Cor. 3:15). 

LORD, MAY WE KEEP THE CHARGE. - 


(Continued on page 43) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Sunday School 


By DONALD 


APRIL 20, 1952 
Jesus and the Law 


LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 
5:17-20; MARK 10:17-22 


Golden Text: “The law was given by 
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ” (John 1:17). 


Rudyard Kipling wrote of ‘‘east 
of Suez, where there ain’t no Ten 
Commandments.’’ Had he lived 
today, either in the Britain that 
gave him birth or the America 
where. he resided so long; he would 
know that the Ten Commandments 
are now honored no more in the 
west than in the east. Whereas 
when Kipling was a boy it was a 
part of western education to teach 
a.child these divine laws, today 
few can repeat. them and the ma- 
jority ignore them. It is part.of the 
perverseness of our times that whiie 
we go into ecstasies over Victorian 
furniture we dismiss the decalogue 
as ‘“‘outmoded Victorian morality.’’ 

For the remaining Sundays of 
this second quarter we have a series 
of lessons on ‘‘The Ten Command- 
ments and Teachings of Jesus.’’ No 
subject could be more timely. The 
result of indifference, if not con- 
tempt, toward the laws of God is 
seen in a moral landslide which 
threatens to disqualify America 
from the position of leadership into 
which she has been forced by events. 
Scandalous exposures in politics, in 
local and national government, in 
business, in sport, and even in 
school life, have indicated how far 
the rot has gone. Nothing short of 
a return to Scriptural standards of 
behavior can save us from further 
decline leading to destruction. 
Hence, teachers who present these 
lessons have a heavy responsibility 
to speak plainly both in the denun- 
ciation of evil and the. declaration 
of God’s way of restoration—re- 
pentance for sin and faith in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord. 





Mr. Ackland was Editorial Secretary of the 
London City Mission (England) for many years. 
He is currently an Editorial Associate of the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. : 
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LESSONS 


F. ACKLAND 


Lesson Material 

Our Lord had many things to say 
which challenged the accepted ideas 
of His day. The increasing conflict 
of His ministry was with those who 
were recognized as religious teach- 
ers and interpreters of the law. 
What He said in Matthew 5:17-20 
is highly significant, therefore, for 
He clearly stated His relationship 
toward the Mosaic law and the rest 
of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
Of them He said: ‘‘I am not come 
to destroy, but to fulfill;’’ not the 
smallest letter of the Hebrew alpha- 
bet, or even the serif of a letter, 
would pass away without fulfill- 
ment. We recognize how literally 
this was true of Jesus. The Ten 
Commandments were -honored in 
His obedience and perfect life, and 
their just demands were fulfilled 
in behalf of sinful humanity by His 
substitutionary death on the cross. 
Moreover, in the details of His in- 
carnation, life, death, and resur- 
rection He brought to wondrous 
consummation the prophecies of the 
Old Testament. 

Our Lord’s insistence upon the 
abiding validity of the moral law is 
stated in verse 19. He acknowledged 
the Old Testament commandments 
as the standard of behavior in His 
great kingdom; He might demand 
more of His followers but would 
never ask less. As J. C. Ryle has 
written : ‘‘The coming of Christ did 
not alter the position of the Ten 
Commandments one hair’s breadth. 
If anything it exalted and raised 
their authority (Rom. 3:31). The 
law of the Ten Commandments is 
God’s eternal measure of right and 
wrong.’’ 


Morality Not Enough 

We may link Matthew 5:20 with 
our second passage, Mark 10:17-22. 
Jesus said in the former Scripture 
that the cold legalism of the scribes 
and Pharisees was not adequate to 
secure entry into the kingdom of 
Heaven. The story of the rich young 
ruler illustrates His point. This 
high-principled young man, himself 
a Pharisee and a member of the 
Sanhedrin, the highest religious 
court of the Jews (Lk. 18:18), 


claimed to have kept all the com- 
mandments. Our Lord, who never 
allowed hypocrisy or self-deception 
to go unmasked, did not challenge 
his statement. But, by the manner 
in which He dealt with this in- 
quirer, He revealed two things. 

First, the young man himself was 
not satisfied by mere morality. Ap- 
parently he was not conscious of any 
breach of God’s law or of any fail- 
ure to observe it; yet he had no 
peace of soul. That was the reason 
he came to Jesus—to obtain assur- 
ance of eternal life. The question 
he addressed to the Master he had 
doubtless also addressed to many 
others: ‘‘What must I do that I 
may inherit eternal life?’’ Yet, with 
all his doing he did not achieve 
what he most desired, for there was 
always the gnawing fear that he had 
something else to do which he had 
not yet discovered. How could he 
know when his good works had 
realized the full quota of God’s 
requirement ? 

Second, Jesus was not satisfied by 
mere morality. He did not dispute 
the young man’s affirmation of 
ethical conduct. Yet He said, ‘‘One 
thing thou lackest.’?’ We must not 
become too obsessed with: the. spe- 
eific thing which our Lord diagnosed 
in this particular case. Dealing with 
another man, He might have put 
His finger on something entirely 
different. The point was that the 
youthful Pharisee’s religion had 
never cost him anything. It was 
easier for him to be a moral person 
than to transgress the accepted code 
of behavior. A lapse into sin would 
have meant loss of prestige for him. 
His morality was not the outcome 
of love for God or for others, but 
of love for self. The moment Jesus 
demanded a discipline which would 
be costly to His inquirer he backed 
away from it. He would sooner risk 
the loss of eternal life than make a 
surrender of temporal and immedi- 
ate advantages. 

There is one other thing we must 
not miss in this story. Jesus followed 
a difficult condition with a gracious 
invitation: ‘‘ Follow Me.’’ Actually, 
this was His answer to the question: 
‘“What shall I do . . .?’’ There is 
nothing we can do but follow Him, 
and when we do we find that He has 
done everything for us. Had the 
rich young ruler ears for those 
closing, winsome words, it would 
not have been written of him, ‘‘ He 
was sad... and went away grieved.”’ 


Lesson Plan 
1. The Law Honored 
a. Wrong attitudes 
b. Christ's endorsement 
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2. The Law Misused 
a. Doctrine of works 
b. A typical Pharisee 
3. The Law Satisfied 
a. “Follow Me.” 
b. Accepted in Him 


1. Are the Ten Commandments 
binding today? By their conduct 
unregenerate people plainly declare 
that they do not think they are. 
’ They break them with impunity and 
have no sense of shame. It is strange 
to find, however, that some people 
who ‘‘profess religion’’ transgress 
the commandments. They ration- 
alize their behavior by the subtle 
argument that they are not under 
law but under grace. Paul dealt at 
length with this error in Romans 6 
and 7. ‘‘Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound?’’ (6:1). 
‘*Shall we sin, because we are not 
under the law, but under grace?’’ 
(6:15). Read his answers together 
with the unequivocal statement of 
6:32: ‘‘The wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal: life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.’’ 

Perhaps anticipating the false 
accusation that He was against the 
Mosaic law, our Lord Jesus made 
His attitude plain (Mt. 5:17-20). 
Far from overthrowing the author- 
ity of the law, He had come to 
fulfill it. Note His solemn words: 
‘“ Whosoever shall break one of the 
least commandments, and shall teach 
men so, he shall be called the least 
in the kingdom of Heaven: but who- 
soever shall do and teach them, the 
same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of Heaven’’ (v. 19). The 
laws given at Sinai are still in force 
in God’s world. 

2. Did not Jesus condemn the 
Pharisees for their attitude toward 
the law? He most certainly did, and 
for several reasons. Believing and 
teaching salvation by works, they 
not only enforced the requirements 
of the Old Testament law, but added 
to it in such a way as to make it an 
intolerable burden. They had gotten 
far from the psalmist who found 
joy in doing the divine will, and 
therefore exclaimed: ‘‘O how I love 
Thy law!’’ To them, keeping the 
law was an end in itself, with no 
sense of love toward God or toward 
others. 

The story of Mark 10:17-22 intro- 
duces us to one of these ‘‘tell-me- 
what-I-must-do-and-I-will-do-it”’ 
Pharisees. Misled into believing that 
he could earn spiritual security and 
peace by good works, he was seek- 
ing more things to do that he might 
increase his merit before God. 

3. In dealing with the rich young 
ruler Jesus did not say he was 
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wrong for observing the Ten Com- 
mandments. He did say this was 
not enough. In fact, He made de- 
mands upon His inquirer which 
were beyond His willingness to go. 
Actually, the young Pharisee had 
made a great discovery: that God’s 
demands for righteousness exceed 
our ability to perform. What he 
missed was the invitation: ‘‘ Follow 
Me,’’ for in following Jesus he 
would have learned the real way 
into eternal life. 

What men cannot earn Christ 
bestows. He has fulfilled the require- 
ments of the law and set us free 
from its penalty. In Him we are ac- 
cepted of God, His righteousness 
being reckoned to us. Does this free 
us from keeping the command- 
ments? Paul said, ‘‘God forbid’’ 
(Rom. 6:2, 15). As God’s children, 
we shall delight in doing His re- 
vealed will; we shall have Christ’s 
help in doing so; and we shall have 
His imputed righteousness to cover 
our deficiencies. 


APRIL 27, 1952 
Supreme Loyalty to God 
LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 
20:1-6; LUKE 14:25-27; 

16:13-15 
Golden Text: “Thou shalt have no other 


gods before Me. Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image” (Ex. 20:34). 


First among the divine laws 


. stands an absolute prohibition 


against idolatry. God can brook no 
rival in the affections of His people. 
Even that which might tend to be- 
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‘come an object of veneration is 


forbidden. Knowing the weakness 
of the human heart the Lord estab- 
lishes a perpetual ban upon any 
representation of Himself or of: 
created things which might assume 
religious significance, and thus ‘be- 
come a substitute for spiritual wor- 
ship. 

Our New Testament passages have 
been chosen to suggest the principles 
behind the First Commandment. 
There must be no divided loyalty in 
the Christian’s-heart. Anything that 
usurps the place of Christ is an idol. 
Though perhaps harmless in itself, 
it becomes both harmful and con- 
demned when it prevents complete 
allegiance to the divine Master. 
Such things must be vigorously 
thrust aside and God’s will made 
central in thought, word, and deed. 


Lesson Material 

The words which God spoke were 
heard by the people although they 
saw nothing (Deut. 4:12). They 
were also engraved by the finger of 
God on two tables of stone (Deut. 
4:13), possibly to include the pref- 
ace: ‘‘I am the Lord thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out 6f the house of 
bondage.’’ Here is the twofold 


reason for obedience: the greatness 
and the goodness of God. God has 
a right to command our obedience, 
but He would rather win it by the 
display of His lovingkindness. 

The First Commandment makes 
no mention of idols, for there are 
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other things besides images of wood 
and stone which lure men away 
from the Lord. But, recognizing the 
temptation to actual idolatry which 
would be exerted upon Israel by 
their heathen neighbors, God pro- 
ceeded to a categorical prohibition 
of image worship. It is significant 
to remember that while Moses was 
in the mount with God, Aaron made 
the golden calf (Ex. 32) reflecting 
the influence of idolatrous Egypt 
where birds, beetles, and other 
creatures were venerated. 

God declares His jealousy (v. 5) 
not only because His honor is at 
stake (and only the Incomparable 
has a right to be jealous), but also 
because the happiness of His people 
is involved. Disobedience brings 
penalty, and because it prompts 
others to disobey its penalty is pro- 
jected from generation to genera- 
tion. The best commentary upon 
this is history. For seventy years 
(nearly three generations) the Jews 
were in Babylonian exile owing to 
their idolatry and other sins. The 
opposite is also stated, for a genera- 
tion that honors God will leave a 
legacy of blessing. 


Christ’s Expectation 
As God demanded unqualified 


loyalty from Israel so our Lord 
stipulated wholehearted allegiance 
from those who became His disciples. 
In Luke 14:25 our Lord’s popu- 
larity is described. Multitudes were 
following Him because they re- 
garded Him as the Messiah and 
hoped to gain some advantage. 
Hence His vivid language, intended 
to startle them into thoughtfulness. 
Loyalty to Him is of such impor- 
tance that those who profess it must 
be prepared to behave as though 
they hated even their nearest and 
dearest. Homes, families, businesses, 
friends must be forsaken if they 
clash with this higher allegiance. 

A word about the ‘‘cross’’ which 
Jesus said His disciples must as- 
sume. A nagging headache is not 
a cross, nor even a nagging wife! 
Ill health, poverty, problems of this 
kind or another—these are not 
crosses. That is across, and that 
alone, which we deliberately accept 
for Jesus’ sake, whether of self- 
denial, or discipline, or suffering, or 
demanding service. Something I 
could escape if I wanted to, but 
nevertheless accept in the light of 
the Master’s will—that is a cross; 
and I bear it for Him. 

What is it to ‘‘serve mammon”’ 
(Lk. 16:13)? It is to make the ac- 
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quisition of material things life’s 
chief object. We cannot do that, 
said Jesus, and serve God at the 
same time. We break the First Com- 
mandment when we make wealth our 
chief concern. It becomes our god; 
and men have been known to sacri- 
fice their integrity, their reputation, 
their health, and even their lives on 
the altar of mammon. That way lies 
disaster for time and eternity. 
Lesson Plan 
1. Loyalty Demanded 
a. God's greatness 
b. God's goodness 
2. Loyalty Tested 
a. By paganism then 
b. By paganism still 
3. Loyalty Demonstrated 
a. In the disciples 
b. Today’s opportunity 

1. Treason is the crime of disloy- 
alty to one’s country. It is punish- 
able by the severest penalties, for 
it is generally recognized that a man 
owes absolute loyalty to his native 
land. What, then, of God? He reigns 
supreme above all the rulers of the 
earth and His claim upon us. ex- 
ceeds the claim of king or president, 
country or city, school or family. It 
is on the ground of His divine ma- 
jesty that God demands our obedi- 
ence to His laws. 

But God appeals for our loyalty 
on account of His goodness as well 
as His greatness. ‘‘I am the Lord 
thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt.’’ There is 
an appeal to gratitude, a tug at the 
strings of our heart. If we have 
memories at all we must acknowl- 
edge our indebtedness to God, and 
indebtedness involves obligation. 
Hear God’s broken-hearted ery over 
Israel: ‘‘I have nourished and 
brought up children, and they have 
rebelled against Me’’ (Isa. 1:2). 
Our sin is aggravated by callous- 
ness, for when we transgress the 
divine commandments we reject the 
authority of the One who has done 
everything for us. 

2. God’s commandments are like 
highways provided for our safety. 
He knew the indueements to turn 
aside from the straight path of 
loyalty which would confront the 
children of Israel. Heathen nations 
would flaunt their idolatries before 
their eyes and they would need 
strong convictions to keep them true 
to the Lord their God. So He gave 
His commandments through Moses: 
clear guides for conduct which, if 
followed, would preserve His people 
from error and assure their bless- 
ing. Unhappily, they ignored the 
divine prohibitions and followed the 
allurements of debased and sensual 
religions—with what consequences 
we all know. 
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After the exile, the Jewish nation 
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men’’ (Acts 5:29). 

The world in which we live is no 
more friendly toward our God and 
His Ghrist than the world of the 
disciples. It has snares in plenty for 
our feet and idol temples to allure 
us. We need that God should write 
His commandments on our hearts 
that, in the midst of temptation, we 
might stand firm for Him against 
all siren voices. 


Considered in this way, the third 


Lord, let him die the death,’’ in- 
stead of: ‘‘He that blasphemeth the 
name of the Lord ...’’ 

Their inconsistency was exposed 
and rebuked by our Lord in the two 
passages from Matthew which are 
included in our lesson. In Matthew 
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Warning Against Profane Fo CHAREST os oo, on nic rosa te ime Tn iat gn alow seed 
Living him was a young woman, her face tear-stained and care-worn. Both were 


observing Shivah, the traditional Jewish mourning for a departed loved one, their 
wife and sister. Such was the scene which I saw in this home of sorrow. 
“Did Jesus really rise from the dead?” demanded the young widower, almost 
fiercely. I assured him that Christ did rise from the dead according to Scripture. 
Their faces lit up with hope. On leaving I was asked for a Bible, “Just like yours. 
because”, she said, “I want my child to grow up with faith and hope in her heart.” 
(From our missionary’s report). From the Pacific to the Atlantic, from the Land 
of Israel to London, England, and across Europe, we preach Christ crucified, 
risen and coming again. In His name we also minister to the physical needs of 
the hungry, the homeless and brokenhearted. 

$10.00 will buy a food $100.00 will help a missionary of the Gospel in 
parcel for a hungry family. Palestine or in Europe to witness for one month. 

®@ Will you help us to proclaim our Risen Saviour 

and His love to His own people at this Easter Season? 


LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 20:7; 
MATTHEW 5:33-37; 23:16-22 


Golden Text: “Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain” 
(Ex. 20:7). 

We must not limit the third 
commandment to a _ prohibition 
against bad language or the blas- 
phemous use of the divine name. It 
includes such misdemeanors, but 
also refers to all speech and action 
which involves irreverence toward 
God and an inadequate conception 
of His majesty and holiness. It also 
must be taken to include all hypo- 
critical profession: the employment 
of God’s name by those who are 
insincere in their protestations of 
religion. 
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5 :33-37 He referred to some of the 
oaths in current use. Jews would 
swear by Heaven, the earth, Jeru- 
salem, or by their own heads. Hav- 
ing in mind their superstitious 
avoidance of using the name of God, 
Jesus revealed their shallowness. To 
swear by Heaven was to swear by 
God’s throne ; the earth, which some- 
times they included in their oaths, 
was His footstool. Likewise, Jeru- 
salem was the city of the Messiah; 
and as for swearing by their own 
heads, how foolish that was, for they 
had not sufficient power over their 
heads to be able to change the color 
of their hair! We can almost detect 
the laughter in our Lord’s voice as 
He demonstrated the stupidity in- 
volved. 

Then Jesus uttered this plain 
word of counsel: ‘‘Let your com- 
munication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay,’’ 
that is, do not embroider speech 
with umnecessary emphases, pro- 
testations, or oaths. ‘‘ Whatsoever is 
more than these,’’ He added, ‘‘com- 
eth of the Evil One,’’ because 
extravagance of speech leads to 
profanity and blasphemy, and serves 
not to strengthen statements but to 
weaken them. It is regrettable that 
the very use of ‘‘statements on 
oath’’ implies that there are two 
standards of truth—a_ variable 
standard for ordinary use, and a 
strict standard for special occasions. 


Tricks with Words 

Our Lord had further rebukes 
for the casuists of His day. The 
Pharisees had developed a system 
of oaths, some of which were bind- 
ing, and some meaningless. Thus a 
man might seem to be committing 
himself by a solemn asseveration 
when actually, by mental reserva- 
tion, he intended no such thing. 
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How this might be employed in 
business deals, to the disadvantage 
of the unsuspecting, can be readily 
seen. In Matthew 23 :16-22 our Lord 
cited specific examples. A man 
might swear by the Temple without 
any binding significance, but if he 
swore by the gold of the Temple his 
oath was effective! So, too, if he 
swore by the altar it was of no count. 
But if he swore by the offering on 
the altar, then he had entered into 
a legal obligation. 

This second passage must be read 
in the light of Christ’s previous 
word: ‘‘Swear not at all’’ (5:34). 
Though the Mosaic law made pro- 
vision for oaths, Jesus showed a 
better way—an adherence at all 
times to honesty and truth that 
would make unnecessary the use of 
extreme and emphatic language, 
thus avoiding the possibility of 
abuse. 

Two verses in the larger lesson 
should be noted by teachers as they 
express God’s disapproval of in- 
Sincere langauge: ‘‘This people 
honoureth Me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from Me’’ (Mk. 
7:6) ; and, ‘‘Why call ye Me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?’’ (Lk. 6:46). To make free 
use of the name of God or of His 
divine Son without the right atti- 
tude of heart is to ‘‘take the name 
of the Lord thy God in vain.’’ 


Lesson Plan 


1. Watch Your Words! 
a. The divine name 
b. Careless talk 
ce. Lies—white or black? 
2. Watch Your Words! 
a. Rebuked by Jesus 
b. Talking beyond experience 
c. Be sincere! 

1. Any student of Shakespeare 
knows how freely speech was 
sprinkled with oaths and semi-blas- 
phemous expressions in Elizabethan 
times. Because there is less use of 
such expletives today we may think 
there is little danger of infringing 


the third commandment. The. fact | 


is, however, that many of our com- 
mon expressions are thinly-veiled 
references to the Deity. ‘‘Land’s 
sake!’’ scarcely needs to be clarified ; 
it is typical of a practice which, by 
the variation of one or two letters, 
seeks to convert an unseemly ex- 
clamation into something more or 
less respectable. Think of the num- 
ber of expressions which begin with 
the initials J.C.—jeepers creepers, 
Jimminy Cricket, and so on. Is it 
mere coincidence that these letters 
belong inseparably to Jesus Christ? 
Surely, Christians should watch 
their words! 
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‘Movies, radio, and television have 
helped to introduce into everyday 
use words and phrases which, a 
little while ago, were not used in 
polite society, let alone in Christian 
circles. Are we not becoming too 
familiar with ‘‘cuss words’’? At one 
time, if certain expletives had to be 
mentioned in books and newspapers 
they were indicated by a letter and 
a dash or dashes. Now, on the false 
plea of honesty and realism, litera- 
ture is full of words that are de- 
based and debasing. If the trend is 
not halted by Christians disciplin- 
ing their speech, where will it lead? 

This carelessness is projected into 
the area of ethics by the way in 
which words are used to conceal, 
distort, or misrepresent the truth. 
‘‘Diplomatically speaking’’ is a 
synonym for falsehood, but it is ex- 
cused not only in the area of politics 
but also in business and in social 
relationships. There are not white 
lies and black lies, but only lies; and 
Christians need exercise restraint on 
their words lest they be involved in 
the guilt of untruthfulness. 

2. Insincerity of. speech was con- 
stantly rebuked by the Lord Jesus. 
He had no use for people who made 
pretense by fine sounding words 
which were not supported by action. 
There were those around Him who 
patronized Him with smooth titles; 
but He knew that in their hearts 
they were His enemies. So He did 
not spare them but exposed their 
hypocrisy to all. , 

There is always danger of using 
‘‘the language of Zion’’ to cover up 
a lack of true spiritual experience. 
How many of the hymns which we 
sing express thoughts and make 
declarations which are ahead of our 
intentions! Perhaps some of the 
catchy little choruses we sing need 
special examination to guard against 
unreality of this kind. However we 
may deceive others by the use of 
language which does not fairly ex- 
press our spiritual condition, we do 


’ not deceive God. 


There was a time in Peter’s life 
when he indulged in exaggeration. 
His tongue would run away with 
him, and he would declare his loy- 
alty to Jesus in high-sounding 
terms. ‘‘ Although all shall be of- 
fended, yet will not I’’ (Mk. 14:29). 
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‘*T will lay down my life for Thy 
sake’’ (John 13:37). But after the 
frailty of his heart had been made 
plain by the tragedy of three 
denials, he learned to exercise 
moderation of language. ‘‘Lovest 
thou Me?’’ asked Jesus, after His 
resurrection. And with noticeable 
humility Peter replied : ‘‘ Yea, Lord, 
Thou knowest .. . Thou knowest all 
things; Thou knowest that I love 
Thee’’ (John 21:15-17). Because he 
was using the language of sincerity 
he was not afraid to subject his 
heart to the searching gaze of the 
Master. Thus should we always 
speak. 


MAY 11, 1952 
The Right Use of Sunday 


LESSON TEXT: EXODUS 
20:8-11; MARK 2:27-28; 
LUKE 4:16, 13:10-17 
Golden Text: “Remember the Sabbath 

day, to keep it holy” (Ex. 20:8). 

It is sometimes suggested that the 
first four commandments are con- 
cerned with our Godward obliga- 
tions and the next six with our 
manward duties. This is a rough 
method of dividing the decalogue, 
but is not altogether exact since 
life’s responsibilities cannot be de- 
partmentalized but inevitably over- 
lap. This Fourth Commandment, 
which deals with the Sabbath, cer- 
tainly emphasizes the necessity for 
obedience toward God and. the im- 
portance of worship; but it is also 
concerned with a master’s duty to- 
ward his servants and even his 
beasts. It was because the Jews 
missed the dual significance of this 
commandment, thinking of it only 
in terms of religious requirement, 
that they incurred the rebuke of 
Jesus. 

Hence, in our study of this sub- 
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ject we must be careful.to bear in 
mind our Lord’s principle, ‘‘The 
Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath,’’ with this | 
further word, ‘‘The Son of man is 
Lord also of the Sabbath.’’ The - 
Fourth Commandment, with its de- 

mand for a day of worship and of 

rest, is not ineffective because we 

are Christians and not Jews; but 

its observance must be regulated by 

the teaching of Him who is ‘‘Lord 

of the Sabbath,’’ given by His own 

words in the Gospels and by the 

Holy Spirit through the apostles. 


Lesson Material 


The passage from Exodus (20: 
8-11) begins with the word ‘‘re- 
member,’’ suggesting that God was 
not introducing a new practice but 
confirming an established one. The 
Sabbath day was to be kept ‘‘holy,”’ 
that is, dedicated to holy purposes, 
and different from other days. The 
prohibition against working on the 
Sabbath (v. 9) must be read in the 
light of the qualifying word ‘‘thy 
work.’’ This: is made clear in the 
next verse, where it is daily toil 
which is forbidden—six days were 
to suffice for all the ordinary tasks 
of life, in the home, or the shop, or 
the field: and on the seventh day all 
should rest. Verse 11 gives God’s 
reason for this and dates the insti- 
tution of the Sabbath at the crea- 
tion. When God had made the world 
in six days, He rested. In making 
one day in seven a rest day men 
acknowledge the creatorship of the 
Lord and also His lordship over 
their lives. 

Although only two verses are pre- 
vided for pupil study from Mark 2, 
teachers will want to read the com- 
plete passage Mark 2:15—3:6. This 
begins with criticism of our Lord 
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because He did not conform His 
conduct to the rigid pattern of the 
Pharisees or even of the disciples of 
John the Baptist. In verses 21-22 
our Lord stated an important prin- 
ciple in which He also condemned 
blind adherence to established ideas 
and customs, leading to the rejec- 
tion of the new and the better. His 
teaching, like new cloth, could not 
be patched onto the outworn cloth 
of contemporary Judaism; the old 
must be discarded in favor of the 
new. It was a bold claim, namely, 
that His teaching must supersede 
the doctrine of the rabbis and must 
be accepted as the interpretation 
of the Mosaic law. 


Inconsistent Critics 

The incident of the corn fields 
(23-28) revealed the inconsistency 
of the Jews. They had no quarrel 
with David who broke the law of 
the Temple to satisfy his hunger; 
yet they blamed Jesus for allowing 
His disciples to eat hand-winnowed 
grain on the Sabbath. Again we 
note that our Lord was implying a 
high personal claim by comparing 
His case with that of David; but He 
proceeded to an even greater claim 
when He stated that as ‘‘Son of 
man’’ he also was ‘‘Lord of the 
Sabbath.’’ By these words He in- 
sisted that what was right or wrong 
in Sabbath observance was for Him 
to decide. He provided His own 
commentary upon the statement, 
‘“*The Sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the Sabbath,’’ when 
He healed the man with the with- 
ered hand (3:1-6). 

We have evidence of our Lord’s 
regard for the spiritual value of the 
Sabbath in Luke 4:16. The phrase 
‘as His custom was’’ indicates 
that He was a regular worshiper. 

This same Gospel (13:10-17) 
records what happened on one of 
our Lord’s synagogue visits. His 
healing of the afflicted woman and 
consequent debate with the ruler of 
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interpretation. of the prohibition 
against Sabbath work. The ruler 
thought to reprove our Lord by 
quoting the letter of the law; but 
Jesus again exposed the incon- 
sistency of His critics who would 
attend to the needs of their cattle 
on the Sabbath and yet sought to 
prevent Him from relieving the dis- 
tresses of men and women. His clear 
teaching here is that tasks necessary 
for the supply of physical needs and 
the relief of suffering are fit and 
proper tasks‘on the Sabbath. 

Teachers should acquaint them- 
selves with apostolic teaching on the 
subject of observing the Lord’s Day 
(Sunday) as against the Jewish 
Sabbath. Although not included in 
lesson material the following pas- 
sages are suggested for careful read- 
ing: Acts 20:7, 1 Cor. 16:2, Col. 
2:16-17, Rev. 1:10. 


Lesson Plan 
1. The Commandment Given 
a. A day for worship 
b. A day for rest 
2. The Commandment Misused 
a. Rabbinical excesses 
b. Contemporary disregard 
3. The Commandment Interpreted 
a. By our Lord 
b. By His apostles 

1. In the first of these lessons we 
noted the abiding authority of the 
law of God on the testimony of Jesus 
Himself (Mt. 5:17-20). It is im- 
portant to emphasize this, particu- 
larly in relation to this Fourth 
Commandment. God gave two rea- 
sons for the Sabbath. It was to be, 
in the first place, a holy day, that 
is, a day dedicated to Him and to 
holy activity. In doing this, men 
would only add their confirmation 
to what God had already done, for 
we are told that after the work of 
creation ‘‘the Lord blessed the Sab- 
bath day, and hallowed it.’’ There- 
fore, when we observe a day of 
sacred occupation we add our 
‘““Amen’’ to what the Lord has 
decreed. 

Besides being a day of worship, 
the Sabbath was to be a day of rest. 
That this did not mean cattle were 
not to be fed and watered the Jews 
fully understood; there were jobs 
that had to be done Sabbath or not. 
Our Lord concurred in this (Lk. 
13 :15-16). 

2. This Fourth Commandment 
has suffered by exaggerated inter- 
pretation and deliberate neglect. 
The Jews, under the teaching of the 
rabbis, turned Sabbath observance 
into an unreasonable burden. The 
kind of labor forbidden was itemized 
to include the ridiculous. Because 
threshing was wrong on the Sabbath, 


therefore one might not rub corn 
between the hand, even in an emer- 
gency of hunger. Because reaping 
was forbidden, a woman might not 
even pull out a grey hair on the 
Sabbath; and lest she should be 
tempted to such profanity, she was 
forbidden to look into her mirror 
on the sacred day! Yet, for their 
own convenience, these false teach- 
ers provided loopholes in the Sab- 
bath regulations. For example, 
burdens which might not be carried 
in the hands or on the head were 
permissible when suspended round 
the waist! 

The day of rest has been misused 
also by those who have ignored its 
sacred significance and turned it 
into a holiday. The purpose of wor- 
ship has been forgotten, and even 
the idea of rest has been made a 
mockery; for to many the Sabbath 
(or our Sunday) is just an occasion 
for recreation, sport, motoring, 
visiting, and so on. , 

3. Our Lord has set us an example 
for the right observance of God’s 
Day, while at the same time cor- 
recting its abuse. He made it a day 
for worship by His attendance at 
the synagogue. He aiso made it a 
day for works of mercy. Unselfish 
activities had His blessing. He was 
against religious tyranny which 
made a burden out of an institution 
designed for man’s good; but He 
would have been equally against 
the desecration of the day which we 
see on all sides. He made it ‘‘a day 
with a difference’’—and that should 
be the principle for all who follow 

Since the change from seventh to 
first day (Sabbath to Sunday) will 
almost inevitably be raised in class 
teaching, it is well to.note that 
apostolic custom and statement are 
our authority (see Seriptures 
listed). The stupid statement that 
the Roman Catholics introduced 
Sunday, and that it must therefore 
be rejected, is against historic fact. 
The first day of the week was ob- 
served in place of the Sabbath by 
New “Testament Christians; and 
Paul’s vigorous statement in Colos- 
sians 2:16-17 should strengthen us 
in loyalty to the day which cele- 
brates our Lord’s resurrection and 
in resistance to those who try to use 
a modicum of Christian teaching as 
a patch applied to the threadbare 
garment of Jewish Sabbath observ- 
ance. The principle of the Fourth 
Commandment abides; the manner 
of its observance is dictated to us, 
as Christians, by the words and 
ways of Jesus Himself and His 


apostles. 
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Protestant Theology in the Twentieth 
Century: Whence and Whither? Edited 
by Arnold S. Nash. New York, Mac- 
millan. $3.75. 


This book is a symposium by a dozen 
liberals and pseudo-orthodox leaders and 
shows what they think has happened in 
American Protestant thought during the 
past half-century. The key may be found 
in the chapter on systematic theology by 
Walter M. Horton. Perhaps correctly, he 
divides the half-century into three 
periods: that of growing liberalism 
(1900-20); that of controversy (1920-35), 
and that of restatement (since 1935). The 
first period he sees as a reaction against 
Calvinism, the second period as a revolt 
against it, with replacement coming from 
the field of social gospel and humanism. 
But the most asounding conclusion is 
that “in summary, the theological center 
of American Protestantism now consists 
of three strong parties, neo-orthodox, 
neoliberal, and neonaturalist, all related 
to the realistic movement of 1930-35, but 
differing between themselves at many 
points.” I believe that this summary is 
totally unrealistic, and the man in the 
year 2000 who read this book would be 
woefully ignorant of the real state of 
affairs. 

True, the first part of the century was 
a revolt against the Bible; the mid- 
portion of the period was one of sharply 
drawn realignment, but the strong groups 
which have emerged are certainly not 
those Dr. Horton lists. It would be more 
correct to say that with the realignment 
there came a growing sterility in the 
denominational churches which led them 
to fumble around for new answers. Their 
theologians came up with three counter- 
feit solutions which he has described. 
But literally millions of people turned 
away from the controversy and turned 
back to the faith. The theological divi- 
sion is now as follows: The leftist groups 
include the old-line denominations and 
their sterile leaders who live in no small 
measure on the endowments given by 
the fundamentalists of the last century. 
The center group, still fundamental, in- 
cludes those denominations (e.g., South- 
ern Baptist and Missouri Synod Luth- 
eran), which have flatly rejected the 
ecumenical movement and its leadership. 
The rightest group is divided among 
various fundamental wings, with the 
independent fundamentalist . churches 
counting their forces in the hundreds of 
thousands and the pentecostalist and 
holiness groups growing more rapidly 
than any other groups, scooping up many 
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of the members which have fallen away 
from the growing apostasy. 

The rest of the essays take the same 
tone. What I have described as the 
centrist and rightist groups do not count 
enough to be mentioned. 
DGB. 


Grammar of the Hebrew Language. 
G. Douglas Young. Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Zondervan, 1951. xx, 214 p. $4.00. 


Most. theological seminary graduates 
readily admit that they thought Hebrew 
boring while in seminary, and now that 
they have been graduated they never 
look at their Hebrew Bibles. Because of 
this unhappy situation, many seminaries 
—especially modernistic ones— have 
tended to give up the “original language” 
approach, especially the study of Hebrew, 
and to concentrate on “practical” (!) 
subjects. 

The author of this book is totally op- 
posed to that solution of the problem. He 
believes in verbal inspiration; the He- 
brew Bible therefore must be important, 
and the study of it must be made inter- 
esting and usable. That his approach 
works is proved by the fact that he (in 
his classes at Shelton College) teaches 
more students Hebrew than most Ameri- 
can seminaries do. 

The author’s approach is inductive. 
The student begins to read the Hebrew 
Bible from the very first lesson, and he 
learns as he reads. In the early lessons 
the language is transcribed, into Latin 
characters. This speeds up the learning 
process by postponing the mastering of 
a new script until the language itself is 
no longer strange. This reviewer can 
gratefully testify that Dr. Young’s 
method is both interesting and workable. 


J.B.G. 





A Man of the Word. Life of G. Campbell 
Morgan by Jill Morgan. 398 p. Index. 
N. ¥., Revell. $4.50. 


Now and again a. book appears for 
which people have been waiting. It is . 
not necessary to urge a reading of it; it 
is only necessary to announce that it is 
here. Here is such a book. 


The innumerable company of people 
who have profited by G. Campbell Mor- 
gan’s ministry will welcome this inti- 
mate arid interesting account of the man 
and his work. What he was when you 
really knew him; what facters went into. 
the achieving of so large a place of use- 


-fulness; his relation to his family; his 


association with other great Christian 
leaders—these and many other matters 
of interest are revealed in this book. 


The writer of the biography is the wife 
of Dr. Morgan’s eldest son. She writes 
with an intimate knowledge of her sub- 
ject and draws from Dr. Morgan’s per- 
sonal diary, family records, and corre- 
spondence from friends the world 
around. All this lends authority to this 
record of a great life, and gives to this 
work the character of an official biog- 
raphy. There is evident throughout the 
deepest affection of the writer for her 
subject, and yet always there is that 
fine restraint which results in an account 
which is intimate without being senti- 
mental. 


, 
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Children love its dramatic life stories. Busy Big folks get “re wd 
from even a few minutes reading its viv brief chapters. 
appreciate its resea’ and authenticity. 


NEW EDITION—NEW ART BINDING 
pm by — ee Wattew. Stebbins, Bliss, Fanny Crosby, Issac Watts 
Gives the caphration and human drama behind such favorites as 
“O God, Our — in Ages Past”, “Old Rugged Cross” » "Jesus Loves Me” 


and many 
Beautifully ps printed and illustrated, only $1.25. ( Mailing charge 10c). 


Order your copy and a gift supply from your Dealer today or 
JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 

Publishers of THE BOOK OF LIFE 
1018 S. WABASH AVE. DEPT. ET 
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The material in the book is well 
arranged. At the head of each chapter 
are noted the years covered in the 
chapter and Dr. Morgan’s age at that 
time. An account of the memorial serv- 
ices both in London and in Philadelphia 
follow the record of the life. Then a brief 
Part Two concludes the book. Here are 
recorded expressions of appreciation of 
Dr. Morgan from “the larger circle” of 
people around the world who were 
blessed and influenced by his ministry— 
missionaries and readers of his books; 
expressions of appfeciation from “the 
smaller circle’ who were helped by his 
teaching; an intimate glimpse into “the 
inner circle” of his family; and, in con- 
clusion, a picture of Campbell Morgan 
in “the place of power”—that quiet place 
of withdrawal from the pressing demands 
of a busy life, where time could be given 
to prayer and meditation. A long list of 
some of Dr. Morgan’s published works 
and an index are to be found at the 
end of the volume. The book is beauti- 
fully printed and illustrated with excel- 
lent photographs. 

This is the kind of book that is bound 
to do much good. It shows:a man given 
over to the will of God, effectively 
serving the Lord. It will encourage young 
men in the ministry to study their 
Bibles and to work hard at it. It will 
rekindle the fire in hearts where the 
vision has grown dim. It will underscore 
the importance of putting first things 
first in one’s life and work. 

Ministers will find in this biography a 
treasury of good things—valuable quo- 
tations from Campbell Morgan’s sermons 
and letters; abundant illustrations and 
anecdotes; methods of doing the Lord’s 
work; interesting insights into the char- 
acters of men like D. L. Moody, Gypsy 
Smith, Joseph Parker, and many other 
notable preachers. 

Laymen will find this book equally 
profitable because of its human interest 
and spiritual tone. It will be read by all 
with pleasure and benefit. HW.O 


Bible Light on Daily Life. Philip E. 
Howard, Jr. Wheaton, IL, Van Kampen 
Press, 1951. $2.25. 


Into this volume, Dr. Howard has 
garnered some of the finest notes he has 
written for the Sunday School Times. 
They can be utilized in a number of 
ways:-as illustrative material for the 
preacher, Sunday school teacher, or 
Christian worker; as sermon primers or 
thought stimulators; or as day by day 
devotional readings, coupled,’ of course, 
with appropriate Scripture, for the 
family altar. 

The book contains many gems of 
quotation from sundry writers of recog- 
nized spiritual stature, as well as poig- 
nant and pithy anecdotes illuminating 
Biblical truths. Each article is charac- 
terized by practical, as well as devo- 
tional significance. Due to its variegated 
contents one will derive the best benefits 
from the volume by picking it up at 
regular intervals and digesting but one 
article at a time. GS. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 7) 
FIFTY YEARS OF POPULAR MECHANICS 

In the Roman Catholic newspaper 
The Register, Monsignor Matthew 
Smith reviews a new volume entitled 
‘‘Fifty Years of Popular Mechan- 
ics.’’ I had seen the volume when 
it came out—an anthology of ar- 
ticles that had appeared in the 
magazine throughout the past half 
century. The priest in reviewing it, 
however, took the occasion to com- 
pare life in the United States fifty 
years ago and today, and to say that 
all the improvements are due to the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

‘““By 1910 the average wage was 
between $500 and $600 a year. A 
few industries had the eight-hour 
day, but this was quite rare. 

‘‘Tf anybody should ask how the 
change to the large incomes of to- 
day came about, some might an- 
swer because of the labor unions 
and others might say that Federal 
legislation is responsible. Back of 
both, however, was Catholic educa- 
tion, which never let up on the prin- 
ciple that the way to prosperity is 
a better spread of wealth through 
the people’s income and the protec- 
tion of private property, plus a 
constant reminder that the ten com- 
mandments’ protection of our neigh- 
bors’ rights must be always remem- 
bered. The Federal Government 
took all its workable ideas on the 
subject from the papal social en- 
eylicals and the pronouncements of 
American bishops and other quali- 
fied spokesmen. To a major extent, 
it was the Catholic newspaper and 
magazine press that made these 
principles public and kept them 
alive in a sufficient number of 
minds. 


PERSECUTION IN COLOMBIA 

In Bogota, capital of Colombia, 
the Baptist Church bought a prop- 
erty about three years ago and re- 
modeled it to make a church for 
their local congregation, It was to be 
dedicated with a week of special 
services at Christmas time. The 
church was situated on the main 
street of Bogota, in the shadow of 
the new hotel being built by Pan 
American Airways, and also near 
the national museum. 

A Roman Catholic priest led a 
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Your Favorite Bookseller, or 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan 


Providence Offers... 
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Give the Message of LIFE-- 


"to a nation of suffering, 
bleeding and sorrow" 








Wandering over charred fields, stumbling along Korea’s 
bomb-riddled roads, huddling in the ruins of Korean towns are 10 RHEE 
million heart-broken people. Their loved ones are dead, their homes 
in ruins; they face starvation and a future without hope. 
For the 30 million people of Korea, President Syngman Os 
Rhee pleads for Scriptures. In his words, “To a nation of suffering, 4 é 
bleeding and sorrow, what else could bring cheer, comfort and hope.” = --4, » 
The need in Korea is critical. The Pocket Testament as 
League asks your urgent prayers — now and for months to come — 
as we undertake the distribution of Gospels and Testaments in Korea. ¥ ny 


Write ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


Gy \ Fe DOCHET TESTAMENT LEAGUE A fc. 
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More than 1900 years have failed to dim the 

glory of the resurrection story. 

In all the realms of history, literature, and art, no effort of mar 

can approach the grandeur of this reality; that death is 

defeated . . . Christ is victorious . . . This is the message of The Bible 
Study Hour as under the ministry of Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse 

the truths of Scripture become the certain realities of our life today. 

You may share in this ministry . . . become a Radio Partner. . . 

by your prayers and gifts join Dr. Barnhouse in 

support of The Bible Study Hour. Only as you share can others hear. 

To a world still in darkness . . . to men groping in 

uncertainty . . . to the Christian needing help and encouragement 

. .. there is no greater Message! 


Heard Every Sunday 
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mob against the building at the time 
the inaugural seryice was proceed- 
ing. The police stood by and watched 
attacks, each two hours in duration 
on successive days, during which 
time all the glass in the building 
was broken out by stones thrown by 
the crowd; and several people inside 
the church were slightly injured. 
The United States Embassy inter- 
vened and the newspapers of the 
community took up the matter and 
spoke against the sacrilege. The 
name of the Jesuit priest was 
Antonio Alvarez, who protested that 
‘‘These millionaires from the north 
have come here to steal away the 
people from the true church.’’ After 
this he led his followers, about 100 
in number, in prayer and a hymn. 
His speech was punctuated by the 
sound of stones crashing through 
glass, and wild shouts of the crowd. 





On the second day, Sunday, there 
was police protection in the morn- 
ing and no incident took place, but 
in the afternoon 40 women and 
children led by a leader of the 
Catholic Youth organization came 
carrying a banner which read 
‘‘Colombia is Catholic and the 
Protestants have come to steal away 
the true faith.’’ Again the police 
stood by while the insults were 
hurled at worshipers and stones 
were thrown through ihe windows 
of the building, to the cheer ‘‘ Long 
live the Catholic police.’’ Despite 
the stoning and noise, the service 
inside proceeded with a missionary, 
Arthur R. Dailey, preaching the 
dedication sermon, and former Gov- 
ernor Brujes Daza speaking after- 
wards. It was not until an official 
representative of the American Em- 
bassy put pressure on high police 
officials and the Governor of the 
state that action was taken. 

The repetition of the incident, 
and the lack of police action stirred 
up the Colombian press, which for 
days afterward commented on the 
affair. An official note was passed 
by the American Embassy to the 
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Colombian Government, and’ thou- 
sands of people witnessed the scene. 
The services planned for the week 
went forward without hesitation. 
During the week approximately 50 
people made profession of faith. 
MODERNISTS ON PRAYER 

Recent statements by modernistic 
Protestants on the subject of prayer. 
Baptist Professor Enslin of Crozer 
Theological Seminary: ‘‘As I see 
it, prayer in the conventional sense 
of the word is doomed as surely as 
burnt sacrifice and the Juggernaut 
car. We go through the gestures of 
prayer, but we do not and cannot 
expect results.’’ Dr. Lake, of Har- 
vard Divinity School: ‘‘I do not 
believe that the religion of tomor- 
row will have any more place for 
petition than it will for any other 
form of magic.’’ 
GENERAL CLARK'S WITHDRAWAL 

Time’s news report of the with- 
drawal of the plan to send an am- 
bassador to the Vatican, was headed 
‘Chestnut Withdrawn.’’ The first 
lines were significant: ‘‘Through a 
White House announcement this 
week, Harry Truman hauled a red- 
hot chestnut out of the political fire. 
Press Secretary Joseph Short an- 
nounced that the nomination of 
General Mark W. Clark as the first 
U. S. Ambassador to the Vatican 
would not be resubmitted to the 
Senate. The President will make 
another nomination, said Short, but 
he carefully avoided saying when. 
‘The controversy that has developed 
has impelled me to ask the White 
House to withdraw my name,’ ex- 
plained General Clark.’’ 


Behind all this there is significant 
news. The Roman Catholic Church 
was quite aware that a big fight was 
brewing and that the nomination 
would be defeated in the Senate. 
They preferred postponement to 
defeat and brought influence to -bear 


* to have the matter withdrawn in a 


way that would save them as much 
face as possible. Almost certainly 
there will be no other nomination 
made to this post. Too many candi- 
dates for reelection know that there 
would be votes lost whichever way 
the matter went, and they do not 
wish to be forced to take a definite 
position during this election year. 


Protestants should realize that 
eternal vigilance is the price of 
liberty, and continue to exercise 
such vigilance. It is in the small 
matters that opposition is most 
needed, for the Romanists are taking 
the little positions by default, and 
consolidating them into major tri- 
umphs over us and our liberties. 
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JESUIT STATEMENT 

La Civilita Cattolica is the official 
Jesuit journal, published i in Italian, 
in Rome. In a recent issue, the Rev. 
F. Cavallie, S.J. (the initials refer 
to_ his membership in the Jesuit 
order, the ‘‘Society of Jesus’’), 
gives us one of the clearest and most 
emphatic statements of Roman 
Catholic arrogance and official 
policy. Remember that the state- 
EXODUS FROM CATHOLICISM 

The Protestant Episcopal Church 
has announeed through one of its 
organs, The Living Church, that 
26,242 former Roman Catholic lay- 
men and 14 former Roman Catholic 
priests were received by that de- 
nomination during the decade of the 
forties. The figures are even more 
interesting when broken down by 
single years, as they run from about 
2,000 a year at the beginning of the 
decade in a steadily mounting curve 
until the 4,000 figure was passed in 
the last year. 
LIBRARY—SEVENTH CENTURY B. C. 

A library 2,600 years old has just 
been uncovered in southeastern 


Turkey. Excavations have revealed 
a collection of clay tablets dating 
back to the seventh century B. C. 
About 150 of these have been ex- 
amined and catalogued so far: They’ 
are of a religious or mythological 
nature. There also are vocabularies 
and lists. It is believed these dis- 
coveries may throw fresh light on 
the destruction of Nineveh and the 
fall of the Assyrian Empire. 
IRISH TIMES BURNED | 

Dublin, Ireland, has been agitated 
by arsonists who have burned sev- 
eral important buildings in the city. 
Recently the buildings of the Irish 
Times, one of Dublin’s largest news- 
papers was burned. The Times has 
been the liberal newspaper, and the 
one place where Protestant thought 
could be expressed. The building 
consisted of three large wings, and 
two of these have been destroyed. 
The third contained a large new 
press, and the paper may be able to 
continue. The common talk around 
Dublin, on almost every lip, is that 
the youth of Roman Catholic Action 
burned the buildings. 
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to save a child from leprosy. 
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When you see a pretty little face like Blanca’s, just imagine what 
the ravages of leprosy might have done to it! 

But the scars of this terrible disease will never mar her beauty, even 
though her parents are leprosy patients. 

For Blanca lives in one of the homes for healthy children supported 
by American Leprosy Missions throughout the world. 

There, safe from the danger of contagion, she has a happy childhood, 
studying, working, playing, and finding life eternal in Christ. 

But there are thousands of endangered children, still waiting, still 


Will you, at this Easter season, give them, too, a chance for a new life, 
unscarred and their souls saved by the Risen Christ? 


AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: I enclose my Easter gift of $ 
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our Surgeon’s salary. 
Miss Lucy Powel, Sec.-Treas., RD. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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— Genesis to Revelation 
Write for information 


FOX ART STUDIO 


1420 Cloverdale Ave., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 










Write Today for FREE Literature 
CHICAGO ACCORDION Inc. 
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“OCCUPY TILL | COME”, said the Lord 
Remember God's Covenant People—The Jews 


The time is short! Watch events in the Holy Land . . . prophecy is being 
fulfilled and the stage being set for the Lord’s return. NOW is the opportune 
time to act in Isaiah 62:6-11: 

To PRAY fervently for Israel, until God will establish her. 

To PREPARE the way of that people (for the return of the Lord). 
/ To PROCLAIM to the daughter of Zion that HER Salvation is coming. 


OUR GREAT ACHIEVEMENT IN THE HOLY LAND 
Upon tne recent visits to Israel by the Gereral Director of The American European Bethel Mission, 
two important tasks were accomplished : 

1. GOSPEL CENTERS in JERUSALEM and HAIFA were opened. 

2. AN ORPHANAGE was established, to care for the SPIRITUAL, MORAL and 
MATERIAL WELFARE of Hebrew Christian and other destitute children. This Or- 
phanage is a strictly E tarian and interdenominational institution. 

Wistful needy children look to us for food and shelter. We are the hands that distribute your 
bounty. Do not fail us or these little ones. The Orphanage as well as our Mission Stations .. . all 
are dependent on the Lord’s people. Please share our burdens through prayer and practical feliow- 
ship in meeting pressing needs. Address your lettera and gifts to headquarters 


THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC, 


REV. LEON ROSENBERG, Founder and General Director 
252 NORTH DILLON STREET, DEPT. E2 LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA 
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off the Pages’: + « that is what an outstanding 


editor said of 
STORMS ana 
STARLIGHT 
by V. Raymonp EpMAN 
President, Wheaton College 
The book that already has stirred 
the Christian community to deeper 
devotion to Christ. His was the 


loveliest life ever lived on earth, 
and it had its storms and starlight 
—slander, sarcasm, selfishness on 
the part of His fellow Galileans, 
and pleasant things like solace for 
heartache, and supply for human 
need. How He met these varied 
circumstances and what He can 
teach us for the strengthening and 
sweetening of our lives we trace 
in Storms and Starlight. Most of 
the incidents treated are from the 
Gospel of Mark and the Life of 
Christ. 


chan ne, $2.50 
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outstanding 
book by 

DR. EDMAN 





Disciplines of Life 


Dr. Edman’s heart-warming and deeply spirit- 
ual advice from the pulpit and platform is 
here .carried. over to the printed page, at- the 
same time retaining all of its originality and 
spice. These pages contain thirty-one disci- 
plines of life ‘arranged alphabetically for the 
reader’s convenience. You will also find a 
carefully selected poem at the start of each 
chapter—each of them a gem! 


254 pages, cloth bound $2.00 


AT YOUR LOCAL 
BOOKSTORE OR 
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THE CARNAL MIND 


Fifty years after his death a new 
volume by the German philosopher, 
Friedrich Nietzsche, has been pub- 
lished, authenticated by one of the 
outstanding Nietzsche scholars of 
the world. Written while the phi- 
losopher was in the insane asylum, 
it was smuggled out by a patient in 
order to keep it from falling into 
the hands of his older sister, his 
guardian, who would have undoubt- 
edly destroyed it. The manuscript 
reveals the story of his incestuous 
seduction by that same older sister, 
and accounts for his depravity, his 
philosophy, and his insanity. 


A. K. Placzek, of the staff of the 
Columbia University Libraries, a 
Nietzsche scholar, says of it: 
‘‘Philosophically, there is a retreat 
from the extreme position of his 
last phase; he seems to have been 
overcome by a realization of the 
ultimate futility of a mere doctrine 
of power: ‘Humanity,’ writes 
Nietzsche, ‘is bogged deep in bestial- 
ity: must I see my philosophy used 
to drive the human spirit deeper 
into the swamp? But I shall go 
stark mad and die before this 
tragedy takes place!’ And ‘The 
irony of my life is that I praise the 
strong, sympathize with the weak, 
and bear an unquenchable love for 
the utterly helpless.’ ’’ 


A strange postscript indeed for 
the man whose philosophy was the 
undergirding force of Hitlerism, 
and a picture of the inside of the 
carnal mind that is enmity against 
God. 





BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
(Continued from page 17) 


so the Holy Spirit must also have for- 
saken Him in that hour. Christ had 
become a curse: had been made sin 
for us. There is a sense in which, 
wonderfully, we were not there, 
though there is that other sense in 
which, perhaps more wonderfully, we 
were there, terribly there, a part of 
the cause of it all. We could have no 
part, however, in the atonement that 
was paid by divine love to divine 
justice. 


HE BORE OUR SIN 


Our identification into the death 
of Christ was, first, the removal of 
our guilt. The ground of our justifica- 
tion lies in the fact that the Saviour 
took our sin, not merely our sins, but 
our sin, and bore it upon the cross. 
The difference between sin and sins 
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is an essential one. A sin, terrible as 
‘it may be, is no more than a breaking 
out on the skin. The moral code of 
the world consists in pride over the 
fact that breaking out in pimples is 
not so terrible as breaking out in 
ulcers. Society tolerates the little 
blemishes, and in some generations 
the style has been to put tiny black 
patches over the pimples and call them 
beauty spots! Society sends you to 
prison when the ulcers break out on 
the face where all may see; but if 
one is careful to use the right salve, 
put out by the Bank of England, or 
Burke’s blue-blood-sampling variety, 
one is as likely to land in Parliament 
as in prison! 
SIN AND SINS 

God never deals wisi sins in any 
man until He has dealt with sin. Sin 
is the poison in the blood stream; it 
is not the boil breaking out. We will 
not concern ourselves here with God’s 
dealings with sin and sins in those 
whom He has called ‘‘vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction” (Rom. 
9:22). Most certainly, however, the 
sin of all those who were chosen in 
Christ before the foundation of the 
world was placed upon the Lord 
Jesus by God the Father, and the 
Saviour was put to death in order 
to remove the entire guilt from every 
believer. This was the work of God 
the Father. I do not think that you 
will ever comprehend the cross of 
Jesus Christ until you realize that it 
was God the Father who put God the 
Son to death. Isaiah tells us that “it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He 
hath put Him to grief” (Isa. 53:10). 
This same truth was confirmed in 
Peter’s address on Pentecost. The 
wicked hands of man could never have 
laid hold upon the Saviour if He had 
not been “delivered by the determi- 
nate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God” (Acts 2:23). This putting to 
death of the Son of God by the 
Father-Judge was the judicial act 
which forever removed all guilt from 
the believer, and made it possible for 
tts to stand cleansed for evermore. 
Isaac Watts wrote: 

My soul looks back to see 
The burden Thou didst bear 
When hanging on the cursed tree, 
And knows her guilt was there. 

It is the understanding of this 
truth that lets the soul enter into 
peace with God. 

My sin—oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought— 

My sin, not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no 


more; 
— the Lord, praise the Lord, O my 


soul! 
Because of the full nature of all God 
did for us in placing our guilt on 
Christ and in identifying us with the 
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Saviour in His work, so that our 


guilt can never come upon us again, 
we are absolutely secure in Him. 
SECURE IN HIM 

I am filled with righteous indigna- 
tion when I come in contact with 
those people who deny the security 
of the believer. Believing that a per- 
son can be truly saved and then can 
fall away and be lost, is really a denial 
of the finished work of the cross. We 
have a picturesque word in America 
that probably will find its way into 
the dictionaries since it was adopted 
by the late President Roosevelt in a 
formal address. He referred to “‘chise- 
lers’—men who live on their wits on 
the fringes of legitimate business, and 
make an extra profit at the expense of 
society by doubling prices and other 
dishonest practices. The man who 
holds that a believer may get out of 
the body of Christ, may undo the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, and leave the 
identification with Christ on the cross, 
is in reality making out God to be a 
chiseler, who having collected the ac- 
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count in full from the Saviour now 
seeks to collect a second time. on an 
account which He Himself once re- 
ceipted in full by the resurrection of 
His Son from the dead. They send ; 
men to prison for such actions, No! 
What God does is well done, and . 
eternally done. He never started any- 
thing that He could not finish. 

The Christian has been identified 
with the death of Christ to the com- 
plete removal of his guilt, and his 
consequent justification in the sight 
of God. When we were saved it was 
not a matter of our salvation from _ 
birth to the date of our conversion. - 
When we were saved we were 
looked upon by God in the totality of 
our existence. The entire guilt of our 
whole life of sin was laid on Christ 
when He hung on the cross; and 
when, in time, we came to be born 
and then to be born again, the Holy 
Spirit applied His work to us, and 
we were seen by God as guiltless be- 
cause justified. 
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THE SUFFERING OF CHRIST 
(Continued from page 11) 
we may be sure it was not for long, 
and the assault surely was soon re- 
newed, in seeking to lead Him out 
of the will of God. 


PHYSICAL SUFFERING 

His physical sufferings had long 
been predicted by His Father, for 
Isaiah 53:5 gives us the divine 
record: ‘‘He was wounded ... He 
was bruised . . . the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are healed.’’ The 
human record of John alone states: 
‘‘the officers . .. bound Him”’ (18: 
12), struck Him (v. 22). Pilate 
‘‘scourged’’ Him (19:1). The sol- 
diers ‘‘smote Him,’’ having crowned 
Him with thorns. 


SPIRITUAL SUFFERING 

But these sore physical sufferings 
surely pale in severity before the 
awful mental and spiritual suffer- 
ing, when, in the will of God, ‘‘He 
was numbered with the transgres- 
sors’’ (Isa. 53:12) because of the 
fact that then His soul was made 
‘‘an offering for sin’’ (v. 10). Then 
it was that, judicially, God ‘‘made 
Him to be sin for us who knew no 
sin.’’ It was this that wrung from 
Him that awful cry ‘“‘forsaken.’’ 
It is significant that His first audible 
cry from the cross, as well as the 
last, were to His ‘‘Father,’’ in a 
family relationship. The fourth and 
central cry, uttered at the time of 
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the evening sacrifice was an official 
ery of an official act to Majesty, 
““My God.’’ 


DEATH 

Have you ever wondered why a 
loving Father chose and predicted 
for His Son, in whom He was ever 
‘‘well pleased,’’ the most shameful, 
the most lingering and agonizing 
death ever devised by cruel men, 
‘even the death of the cross.’’ If 
He had to die, as we realize, in our 
room and stead, to ‘“‘bring us to 
God,’’ why were. the Jews not al- 
lowed to stone Him, their national 
mode of execution? It was much 
more merciful. Stephen the first 
Christian martyr, could only utter 
a few sublime sentences before ‘‘he 
fell on sleep,’’ and it was all over:, 
Or why was He not beheaded, as 
God allowed, for the Baptist, ended 
in a moment? The basic reason seems 
to be that had the Jews been allowed 
to stone Him or behead Him, they 
would have killed Him. This they 
were not allowed to do. (It is doubt- 
ful if they actually could have done 
so, in any case.) They were allowed 
to crucify Him, and thus potentially 
to kill Him, as Peter describes it 
‘*Ye slew and hanged (Him) on a 
tree’’ (Acts 5:30). 

But His death was to be a volun- 
tary one. As He emphasized clearly : 
‘*No man taketh (my life) from Me, 
I lay it down of Myself’’ (John 10: 
17). So crucifixion seems the only 
mode of death where both these 


alternatives were possible. Humanly 
speaking He would have died at 
their hands, if He had not pre- 
viously died of His own free will. 
So we read: When Jesus ‘‘had cried 
again with a loud voice, He yielded 
up the Ghost,’’ literally ‘‘He dis- 
missed His Spirit’? (Mt. 27:50). 
Note well that the cry of desolation 
‘‘My God,’’ and the ery of com- 
mittal, ‘‘Father into Thy hands,’’ 
were with ‘‘a loud voice.’’ This, 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke carefully 
record. Crucifixion is a death by 


exhaustion, the victims often linger- - 


ing for days. But the ‘‘loud voice’’ 
is evidence He died in His full 
strength, and of His own free will. 
That He died of a broken heart is 
impossible, for then our sins would 
have killed Him, and they did not. 

His last cry ‘‘finished,’’ one word 
in the Greek, and therefore the more 
impressive, is the most important 
word ever uttered by human lips. 
He was not finished, but His re- 
demptive work was, ‘‘by one offer- 
ing.’’ 

As we have pondered a little how 
‘‘Christ hath suffered for us in the 
flesh’’ (1 Pet. 4:1), may we ‘‘arm 
(ourselves) with the same mind,’’ 
so that if some of us are suffering 
‘‘according to the will of God,’’ in 
quiet confidence we may ‘‘commit 
the keeping of our souls to Him... 
as unto a faithful (and loving) 
Creator’’ (1 Pet. 4:19). 
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THE CROSS 
IN CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 
(Continued from page 10) 
all that God asks of you and me in 
order to make that real is your as- ‘ 
sent and my assent to die in order 
that Jesus might live. Is that clear? 
That is the principle of the cross. 

I remind you that Paul said, ‘‘I 
have been crucified with Christ.’’ 
And when he said that he looked 
back to the day of his conversion. 
But I also remind you that Paul 
said, ‘‘I die daily.’’ Every day of 
his life he assented to the place of 
death. It is a great thrill to preach 
that, but I tell you it is not so easy 
to live it, for that means to say that. 
you have no rights of your own. A 
Christian is not always standing up. 
for his rights. A Christian has no 
right except the will of God. When 
you are reviled and criticized at 
about seventh-hand information, you 
take it. He, when He was reviled, 
reviled not again. That’s the cross. 
The cross means just this that you 
as a child of God are prepared to 
let other people wipe their feet on 
you and smile. 

The cross means that you never 
retaliate—that you never answer a 
display of self by somebody else 
with another display of self from 
you—that is Calvary. Calvary 
means that you have been broken. 
Now it was that principle which 
Peter refused. 

I want you to see, my friends, 
that this principle is the absolutely 
essential thing for Christian living. 
For you see, if you accept that prin- 
ciple, who now lives in you—Jesus. 
The measure in which self is dead 
is the measure in which the risen 
Lord is on the throne. The measure 
in which I am assenting today to 
having no rights of my own except 
God’s will is the measure in which 
the Holy Spirit is living through 
me. You pray to God for Pentecost 


--—God asks from you Calvary. You 
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say, God, give me power. He says, 
I’ll give you Jesus if you’re pre- 
pared to die. The thrill of living in 
that experience is simply wonder- 
ful. Every fiery dart of the Devil 
comes not upon me but upon Jesus, 
but He is sufficient. Every tempta- 
tion does not attack me simply, but 
Jesus in front of me. The Christian 
when he is taking that position is 
victorious. 

But Peter said no to that princi- 
ple. I want you to notice what hap- 
pened to him. Just look at the steps 
that led to his downfall. In Mark 
14:29, Peter said, ‘‘Although all 
shall be offended yet will not I.’’ 
And in verse 31, ‘‘If I should die 
with Thee, I will not deny Thee in 


“any wise.’’ The first effect of Peter’s 


refusal of the cross was that he be- 
came very sure of himself. The 
tragic thing about our church life 
today is that there are people in the 
offices of our church who are full of 
self-importance and it is because 
they have said no to Calvary. They 
strut about the aisles of the church 
as if they owned the place—self 
right at the center of the picture. 

You see, if you say no to Jesus, 
the only alternative is that you think 
you can do the job better yourself 
and you become full of self-im- 
portance. But just go a step further 
to verse 37, ‘‘He cometh and findeth 
them sleeping, and said unto Peter, 
Simon sleepest thou. Couldest not 
thou watch one hour?’’ When He 
returned (verse 40), He found them 
asleep again. Peter slept in prayer 
because he said no to Calvary. He 
could not pray. The essence of 
prayer is worship and communion 
and agreement with God. And you 
cannot pray if you are not accept- 
ing the principle of the cross. 

Do you sleep when you pray? Do 
you go to sleep when you have your 
quiet time? Have you ever asked 
yourself if it is because some place 
in your life you are resisting the 
Spirit of God and saying no to His 
authority? That is what Peter was 
doing. He slept in prayer because 
He said no to Calvary. But then a 
little later on we find (verse 47), 
‘*One of them that stood by drew a 
sword, smote a servant of the High 
Priest and cut off his ear.’’ That 
was Peter, John tells us. And the 
Lord turned to him and said, ‘‘Put 
up thy sword.’’ Here was Peter 
serving Christ completely out of the 
will of God. His service was abso- 
lutely and completely beating the 
air. Is not that the trouble with 
much of our Christian work. today? 
It is not incisive, it is not dynamic, 
it is not vital! It is not in God’s 
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will because we have said no to 
Calvary. We offer to the world 
today noise and activity instead of 
Holy Spirit power because we are 
saying no to the cross. 

In verse 54 we read that Peter 
followed Him afar off and he sat 
with the servants and he warmed 
himself at the fire. He was frozen 
cold. He had no testimony. He had 
lost the thrill of it and the adven- 
ture of it and the love of it. It was 
all gone and his heart was like steel. 
Listen to him, ‘‘Thou art the 
Christ !’’ And think of all the love 
and affection and the warmth and 
glow in that—but look at Him now, 
warming himself at the fire with 
the enemies of Jesus. No testimony ! 
He could not speak for Christ in 
public, because he slept when he 
prayed, and he slept when he prayed 
because he said no to the cross. 

What about your testimony in 
‘your office today? Do you remember 
* the days when your heart was just 
aglow with the love of Jesus? You 
loved Him with all your heart. To 
speak for Him seemed easy. But 
now, the Heavens are as brass, and 
there is no testimony, and there is 
never a word spoken. You got cold, 
desperately cold. And you are like 
that because you cannot pray, and 
you cannot pray because you have 
said no to Calvary. 

But we are told, and this of 
course was the worst of the lot, that 
Peter began to curse and to swear 
and said, ‘‘I know not this man of 
whom ye speak.’’ Was that the end 
of the story? How glad I am that 
we do not have to leave Peter there 
tonight. Luke tells us in his record 
that the Lord heard him and he 
turned and looked upon Peter. And 
Peter remembered the word of the 
Lord and he went out and wept 
bitterly—and the battle was won. 

I have often asked myself, how 
did Jesus look at Peter that night? 
The man who had gone cold, and 
the man who had denied Him, and 
the man who with blasphemy said 
he had never met Him. The man 
who had not prayed as he ought to 
have done. The man who followed 
Him afar off. The man who was so 
full of self-confidence. How could 
Jesus look at him? The Lord turned 
and looked. Do you think he looked 
at Peter as if to say, ‘‘I told you 
so?’? Oh, no! Was there a look of 
anger or rebuke? Oh, no! I think 
I know how Jesus looked at Peter. 
Do you remember when Jesus first 
met him on the road some three and 
one-half years before this? We read 
there that the Lord beheld Simon 
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and He said, ‘‘Thou art Simon, thou 
shalt be Peter.’’ The Lord ‘‘beheld”’ 
him. And that is exactly the same 
Greek word as is translated in 
Luke’s Gospel that the Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter. It means He 
looked him through and through. 
When Jesus first met him, He 
looked at him and said Simon, you 
are unstable, you are unreliable, 
you are hotheaded, you are impetu- 
ous, you are emotional. But thou 
shalt be Peter. Now when the same 
man with oaths and cursing is deny- 
ing he ever met Jesus, Jesus looks 
at him in the same way and says, 
Simon, in spite of it all, in all of 
your blasphemies and cursing my 
purpose for your life will be ful- 
filled. 

No wonder Peter wept! It was 
love that persisted through that 
moment of denial that brought 
Peter to his senses and he went out 
and his heart was broken. We read 
in the New Testament that the Lord 
said to Simon more than once that 
Satan desired to have him but ‘‘I 
have prayed for you that your faith 
fail not.’’ I somehow feel that when 
the Lord Jesus went up for those 
nights of prayer He often prayed 
for Simon. Not simply that his 
faith would not fail, but that his 
heart might break. That is what 
Christian people need, an experience 
of a broken heart—a heart that’s 
broken in recognition of the won- 
derful love of the Lord Jesus. Peter 
went out and wept, but a few days 
later he had a personal interview 
with his risen Lord who had said, 
‘Go and tell My disciples and Peter 
that I am alive.’’ 

Peter meets Jesus alone. He sees 
Him on the shore, jumps out of the 
boat, runs to Him and says, ‘‘Mas- 
ter, you know I love you.’’ Six weeks 
later he stands up in the very city 
where he had denied Him and three 
thousand men are saved. Now, I 
want to say to you that if you are 
conscious that you have started to 
go down the road that Peter took, 
that you have refused the cross, 
have become self-confident and can- 
not pray and are following Jesus 
with your lips but your heart is far 
from Him, if your testimony has 
grown cold, Christ is looking at you. 
He wants to break your heart about 
it. He wants you to look to Him, to 
come back to Him. The clay that 
has been marred in the hands of the 
potter, He can take and make again 
another vessel. It is never too late 
to start again. May God help you 
to begin anew at the cross. 
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THE ART OF LIVING 
(Continued from page 19) 

to start them off. After all, we can- 
not begin a conversation with 
strangers by discussing, say the re- 
lation of time to eternity or the 
habits of the ox-warble fiy. So don’t 
be afraid to begin with the weather, 
or the rise in bus fares, or the price 
of vegetables. Pennies and sixpences 
are useful’ as well as pounds. A 
trivial remark or a trivial question 
is usually sufficient to set the ball 
rolling. 


@ The Ministry of Conversation 


It was stated at the beginning of 
this chapter that in the interchange 
of conversation we can communicate 
not merely information but some- 
thing of ourselves. Our conversation 
can be brilliant and entertaining, 
and yet at the same time cold and 
impersonal. If it is to be really 
pleasing and satisfying to others it 
should be characterized -by ami- 
ability, friendliness, and charm.* 
There should always be that deli- 
cate sensitiveness to the feelings of 
others called tact; we should avoid 
giving offense or pain unless it is 
really necessary. It was said of 
Christ that all ‘‘wondered at the 
words of grace which proceeded out 
of his mouth’’ (Lk. 4:22), and we, 
too, should covet that same charm, 
that graciousness in all our conver- 
sation. There is a ‘‘ministry of the 
word’’ which can be exercised by” 
all: the word of sympathy to those 
in sorrow, of encouragement to the 
disheartened, of advice or direction 
to the perplexed, of friendliness to 
all, of witness to those without the 
Light and Life. The prophet Ezekiel 
said: ‘‘The Spirit entered into me 
when He spake unto me, and set me 
upon my feet’’ (Ezek. 2:2). Is it 
too much te ask that our words in- 
spired by the same Spirit, entering 
into others, may help to set them 
upon their feet? Such is the won- 
derful power of loving, Spirit-in- 
spired words, As Emily Dickinson 
has expressed it, 

A word is dead, when it is said; 
Some say ; 

I say, it just begins to live 
That day. 
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TO THE SAINTS 
(Continued from page 15) 


body should perform its appropriate 
task and abstain from the invasion 
of spheres for which it is not 
adapted. What is meant by service? 
Way and Weymouth are correct, in 
a measure, in translating it as ‘‘ad- 
ministration,’’ but the word hardly 
goes far enough. Moffatt’s ‘‘prac- 
tical service’’ is much nearer the 
mark, and leaves the question open, 
as the Greek word seems to do, 
whether such service is rendered 
only in the narrower sphere of the 
Church community, or in the wider 
sphere of society at large. Paul’s 
exhortation to the Philippian Chris- 
tians to exercise their functions of 
citizenship as true men of God, 
leaves the latter possibility open. 
Within the Church a host of tasks 
confronts the ‘‘servants.’’ The Greek 
word we are discussing is diakonia, 
whence ‘‘deacon,’’ and it is quite 
certain there are many more of the 
class in the ranks of the Christian 
community than those few who at- 
tain the title by office. Too much of 
the practical work of the Christian 
community is left undone because of 
their preoccupation. 

Why, within the society of Christ, 
is there not more co-operative effort ? 
The family problem, the housing 
problem, the problems of youth and 
lonely age, the difficulties of mother, 
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widow and orphan, tasks of mutual 
help and activities manifold are 
left without attention because the 
Chureh has not taken seriously the 
functions of practical service. This 
is the function of the ‘‘deacons’’ 
and there are few who have no share 
in that gift. Let us exercise it within 
its proper boundaries. They are 
vnimaginably wide. 

And let the teacher teach. Paul’s 
own letters reveal the importance 
he attached to instruction. The mod- 
ern mind, aided and abetted by 
modern education, is fugitive of 


. work. Christians must think, and 


the neglect of that painful duty is 
a cause of weakness in the Church. 
Systematic - instruction, insistence 
on instruction, continual exhorta- 
tion to study, and the continuous 
supply of material for that activity 
is the function of the teacher. Every 
minister should be a teacher, and he 
should find, in a properly ordered 
Church community, many others 
fitted to aid him. Let those with the 
gift train it and use it. 


... WITH ZEAL and 
CHEERFULNESS. 
VERSE EIGHT. 

So, too, let the one whose gift 1s 
exhortation apply himself to his 
allotted task. Let the one who has 
wealth to share give in simple sin- 
cerity. Let. the leader lead with zeal, 
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and let the one whose gift is loving 
kindness exercise it cheerfully. 

Allied to teaching is the gift of 
exhortation. It is an advantage to 
the teacher if his gift of instruction 
is enlivened with this second qual- 
ity. Titus is enjoined to ‘‘stimulate 
by his instruction,’’ and it is a 
double privilege if one can teach, 
and fire the heart as well as fill the 
mind. Paul seems, however, to en- 
visage the genial gift of exhortation 
as existing apart from that of teach- 
ing. And it does. It is, indeed, one 
of the choicest of the gifts,-for it 
flows from sweetness of spirit. It is 
exercised in love. It demands noble 
example. We have all met, to our 
blessing, the ardent simple soul 
whose’ word is irresistible. He is 
often an evangelist. More often his 
role is humbler. He is always in 
some sense a leader, and it is not 
without purpose that Paul heads the 
list of four gifts which fills this 
verse with the gift of exhortation. 
The one whose function in the 
Church is the stimulus and encour- 
agement of others will naturally 
give without hypocrisy, lead by 
example, and mingle joy with sym- 
pathy. How unerring is Paul’s 
psychology! With an experienced 
finger, like his Lord before him, he 
touches the sin that haunts every 
virtue. Here is a man with wealth 
to share. Let him watch his motives. 
Simplicity, .singleness of purpose 
must -be his aim. The opposite is 
duplicity, doubleness of purpose. 
Giving itself can be a curse, if it is 
used tactically. No strings are at- 
tached to true Christian gifts, no 
advantage sought for the giver. 
Hence the Lord’s plea for anonym- 
ity. ‘‘He knew what was in man.”’ 

So, too, with leadership. Its _be- 
setting sin, Paul saw, is sloth. It 
is easy, and futile, to lead from the 
rear. The quality Paul recommends 
for the leader is spoude. The word 
implies masculine vigor, drive, and 
enthusiasm. No true leader asks 
his followers to do what he shrinks 
from doing himself. Lastly, comes 
the man of mercy, the true pastor 
of souls. Sympathy can hardly sur- 
vive mournfulness. It is the task of 
such a spirit, in true sephrosune to 
mingle brightness and good cheer 
with deep feeling for another’s pain. 
An endowment of good cheer, and 
tactfulness beyond the ordinary, 
marks out ‘‘him who _ showeth 
mercy.’’ His example is in Christ, 
whose perfect character, here, as in 
the rest of the chapter, illustrates 
the text. The list is so comprehen- 
sive that there are none left without 
a labor to perform. 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 21) 
April 16 
MY COMMANDMENTS, MY STATUTES, MY 
LAWS (26:5) 

We know that Abraham was justified 
before he knew anything about the com- 
mandments, statutes, and laws (Rom. 4:5, 
9-11). But after he was saved he turned 
his new heart to God to walk in His ways. 
This is a most interesting verse in the fact 
that the four Hebrew words translated 
charge, commandments, statutes, and laws 
are all found here for the first time in the 
Bible, though they will be found 580 times 
in the rest of the Old Testament. The 
charge was undoubtedly the position and 
office of patriarch and- leader of God's 
people. The commandment was not that of 
Moses, but the Word of the Lord to get 
out of Ur and to be separated from family 
and land. The statute was the rite of cir- 
cumcision which was later given to him, 
and the laws would include the practice of 
righteousness which would later be in- 
herent in the whole walk of grace. Here is 
a most important verse to teach us that 
though we are not under law, we are far 
from being lawless, but, indeed must walk 
in the righteousness demanded by the law 
which came much later. 

LORD, MAY WE WALK IN THY WAYS. 

April 17 
MY 62H. 3 ME Ce HE ER Se es 
(26:5) - 

This verse is filled with the Lord. It is 
His voice, His charge, His commandments, 
His statutes and His laws with which He 
is concerned, and He cannot but bless those 
who turn themselves to give heed to all 
that He is and that He expresses Himself 
to be. The five-fold repetition of the pro- 
noun “My,” shows how He ties Himself 
up with all that is involved in our daily 
life. There is His voice to be heard and 
believed,. for faith cometh by. hearing the 
Word of God (Rom. -10:17). There is 
His charge to be kept and fully observed. 
There are His commandments to be 
obeyed. There are His statutes, which are 
His eternal decrees, to be acknowledged. 
And there are His laws,. or instructions 
to be followed. When we realize that all 
of these are His, we shall know that He 
is desiring to rule in every part of our 
life, and we shall learn that drawing nigh 
to these things is really drawing nigh to 
Himself. 

LORD, DRAW US TO THEE. 


SHE IS MY SISTER (26:7) April 18 

Isaac didn’t even have the excuse of the 
half-truth which his father had cited in 
his defense when he had established this 
evil example (Gen. 12:13; 20:12). Some 
have thought that this was a mere variation 
of the other story, but rather it is a great 
picture of the natural tendencies of fallen 
human nature. Isaac, out of the will of 
God in the first place, by being in Gerar, 
remembers what had happened before, and 
in his cowardly fear, attempts to use the 
same deception to protect himself. There 
was a trait of base selfishness in both 
these men, father and son, that they would 
be willing to sacrifice the honor of their 
wives to-save their own skins. It is all 
the more terrible when we see, in both 
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instances, that it was exposing these 
women whose wombs. were to be filled 
with the line of the Messiah, to the pollu- 
tion of the seed of Ham, in Egypt and in 
Philistia. 
LORD, GIVE US THE CLEANNESS OF TRUTH. 
April 19 
ABIMELECH LOOKED OUT AT A WINDOW 
(26:8) 

The Lord tells us that there is nothing 
which is hidden from His sight (Heb. 
4:13), and experience and such verses as 
these, teach us that there is very little that 
is hidden from the world. When a Chris- 
tian gets out of the will of God he may 
be sure that some worldling will be looking 
out of some window. We are to let our 
lights shine so that men may see our good 
works and glorify our God (Mt. 5:16). 
How unfortunate it is when we perform 
such actions that the world can catch hold 
of them to blaspheme the name of our 
God and the Word of our God because of 
us (Rom. 2:24; 1 Tim. 6:1; Tit. 2:5). 
There are few of us who live where our 
neighbors cannot look out their windows 
upon all that we do. “For none of us 
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself” (Rom. 14:7). 

LORD, MAY WE LIVE UNTO THEE. 


HOW SAIDST THOU? (26:9) . April 20 

It was after “a long time” that the lie 
was detected, and it was a day of con- 
fusion for Isaac when the king came to 
rebuke him. “Like his predecessor before 
him Abimelech was a man of uprightness, 
for he very plainly rebuked Isaac and 
reminded him of the serious consequences 
that might have accrued to him and to 
Rebekah if the facts of the case had not 
become known.” There is only one thing 
to do if you have been caught off base by 
some unbeliever: acknowledge your sin in 
the frankest terms and say that the Lord 
has used the rebuke to lead you to 
repentance. “Is there anything sadder in 
this world than that a child of God should 
be rebuked by a man of the world? The 
corruption of the best is indeed the worst, 
and when a believer sins and his sin has 
to be pointed out to him by men who make 
no profession whatever of religion, this 
is indeed to sound the depths of sorrow 
and disappointment.” 
LORD, KEEP OUR EXAMPLE BRIGHT. 

April 21 

WHAT IS THIS THOU HAST DONE UNTO US? 
(26:10) 

All sin has an effect upon those around 
us. We can see this some of the time, but 
there are occasions when the evil fruit of 
sin may not be apparent at first sight. We 
can see, of course, that it is wrong to shoot 
somebody, for the dead body lies there tc 
proclaim the murder. To lie about some- 
one’s reputation may not leave a cadaver, 
but it does leave wounds that become scars 
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at the best. Here we see that a lie which 
was not directed deliberately against an- 
other person was, nevertheless, a great sin 
against him. The presence of the lie be- 
came a possibility of adultery, and in 
those days this was understood, even by 
the heathen, to be a most heinous crime. 
The presence of any other sin is also 
highly dangerous.. It is like a burning 
match or an unexploded bomb. The match 
may not burn down the forest and the 
bomb may not explode, but again it may. 
LORD, MAKE US AWARE OF THE DANGER 
OF SIN. 
il 22 
SHALL SURELY BE PUT TO DEATH (26:11) 
Here is a remarkable illustration of the 
providence of God. The plan of God had 
been announced to Abraham from the 
beginning, and it had been stated that. God 
would bless those who would bless Abra- 
ham and his seed, and that He would 
curse those who would curse them. Now, 
when one of Abraham's descendants gets 
in trouble because of his own willful sin 
the providence of God intervenes and has 
a pagan king issue a righteous ruling 
which surrounds both Isaac and his wife 
and protects them from the terrible 
dangers of contamination. Nothing less 
than the death penalty is decreed by 
Abimelech, king of the Philistines, to pro- 
tect the father of the people who will 
ultimately be ordered to éxterminate the 
Philistiries. But when the Lord God has 
decided on His eternal purpose it will come 
to pass, “The king’s heart is in the hand 
of the Lord” (Prov. 21:1). 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE POWER OF 
THY PROVIDENCE. 
¢ April 23 
THEN ISAAC SOWED AND RECEIVED A HUN- 
DREDFOLD (26:12) 
Some may wonder at the astounding 


blessing that came upon Isaac so soon after . 
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his notable sin. The ways of God are cer- 
tainly not the ways of man (Isa. 55:8, 9). 
And we may rejoice that this is true. “If 
Thou Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, O 
Lord, who. shall stand?” (Psa. 130:3). 
The wonderful fact is that God always 
deals with His people in grace. “They are 
often permitted to receive publicly a 
measure, and a great measure, of the 
Divine blessing even when they may not 
be in private fully faithful to the Divine 
will. God may at times honor His people 
in the sight of men while dealing with 
them in secret on account of their sins. 
As Richard Cecil once said, ‘A minister 
of Christ is often in highest honor of men 
for the performance of one half of his 
work, while God is regarding him with 
displeasure for the neglect of the other 
half.’” 
LORD, GIVE US HOLINESS IN OUR SECRET 
PARTS. 

24 
GREAT . . . WENT FORWARD .. . VERY 
GREAT (26:13) 

After Isaac had sought to meet the diffi- 
culty of famine by fleeing to the land of 
Gerar, where he got into sin, the Lord 
showed him how to meet the difficulty by 
sovereign grace. Isaac sowed and received 
a hundredfold, which was a bumper crop, 
even for that land. It was the blessing of 
the Lord which brought the bountiful 
harvest, and Isaac well knew this. In our 
day the Lord does not always give material 
prosperity as the mark of His grace. In- 
deed, some of His people who are the most 
favored of Him are the most troubled. 
God works with Job as well as with Isaac, 
and the favor of the Lord may be as well 
manifested in death and sickness, as in 
Job’s case, as with bountiful prosperity as 
in Isaac’s case. We must be ready to say, 
with Paul, “I know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound; every- 





where and in all things I am instructed 
both to be full and to be hungry” (Phil. 


4:12). 
LORD, DEAL WITH US IN THY WAY. 

April 25 
FLOCKS ... HERDS ... SERVANTS .. 


ENVY . . . (26:14) 

As long as men are men the prosperity 
of one will be the envy of another. It 
could not fail to be so with Isaac and we 
read that “The Philistines envied him.” 
‘Envy, in the last analysis, is displeasure 
with God’s way of dividing His riches. It 
is the arrogant cry, “Lord, you gave that 
to him and you didn’t give it to me. But 
I want it.” Such an attitude leads to theft, 
since the desire to possess often leads to 
the act of taking possession. Such an atti- 
tude leads, at times, to murder, so that the 
possession may be inherited. The opposite 
of envy is contentment, and we are told 
that “Godliness with contentment is great 
gain” (1 Tim. 6:6). Contentment is the 
knowledge that the Lord knows, better 
than we know, what is best for us, and to 
desire not one whit more. 

LORD, GIVE US GODLINESS WITH CONTENT- 
MENT. 


STOPPED THE WELLS (26:15) April 26 
The wells, in the Scriptures, are the 
symbols of the flowing Word of God. It 
is from the Word of God that all our 
blessings come. As long as the wells flow 
free, we can drink abundantly and be 
satisfied, and our harvest will be bountiful. 
It can be well understood that the enemy 
will seek to stop our wells, and that this 
is the Devil’s one great desire against 
those who have been translated out of his 
kingdom into the kingdom of the Son of 
God’s love. There are many things that 
can. choke your wells, but they are all of 
earth. Moody had written in the front of 
his Bible, “This Book will keep you from 
sin and sin will keep you from this Book.” 
In Isaac’s day that might have read, the 
flowing stream will carry away the earth 
that is used to clog it, and the earth will 
clog the well if it is not allowed to flow 
freely. Guard with life itself, the free 
flowing of the Word in your life. 
LORD, LET THY WORD FLOW POWERFULLY. 


GO FROM US (26:16) April 27 

Isaac had not been in the will of God in 
going down to Gerar and the Lord is going 
to get him out, even though He uses the 
utmost prosperity to incite the envy of the 
Philistines that he may be forced back into 
the. place where God wishes him to dwell. 
The digging of wells was a mark of pos- 
session of the land and the Philistines did 
not want Isaac showing such a claim of 
ownership. The king therefore requests 
Isaac to leave and bases his request on the 
ground that Isaac has become mightier 
than he. It will always be thus when the 
blessing of the Lord comes upon a he- 
liever. We will not have to separate 
ourselves from the world: if we grow in 
holiness the world will wish to thrust us 
from them. Isaac was so manifestly blessed 
by God that the unsaved world could not 


, tolerate the sight or the thought of it. Put 


him out of sight and it will be out of mind. 
LORD, BLESS US SO THAT THE WORLD WILL 
PUSH US TOWARD THEE. 
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t : REV. DAVID JOHNSON, Moody ’22, is 

; general director of The Evangelical Alliance Mission. 
3 For ten years he served as official evangelist of the 
» Mission Covenant denomination, and for nine years pastored 
> his home church (Lakeview Mission Covenant Church of 

. ‘ Chicago). Foundation Bible study at Moody, 


combined with his experience in Christian work, have 
prepared Mr. Johnson for his present heavy responsibilities 
in directing the world-wide activities of TEAM. 
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“Thirty years ago I found myself in the 
same predicament that some Christian 
young people face today. 


“While practicing law in Chicago, I felt the 
call of God to give my life to full-time 
Christian service. However, I wasn’t sure 
just what the Lord would have me do. 


“Of one thing I was sure: I needed adequate 
preparation, and that included a working 
knowledge of the Bible. I knew that a trades- 
man not only needs tools, but also a knowl- 
edge of how to use them. So a Christian 
servant needs to know how to use the 
Bible. Like Abraham of old, I didn’t know 
where I was going. I knew only that God 


had called me, and I enrolled at Moody 
Bible Institute for study. 


“There I found excellent Bible instruction 
under splendid teachers, opportunities for 
practical Christian work, a strong mission- - 
ary emphasis, a warm spirit of evangelism, 
and ideal Christian fellowship. Yes, MBI 
gave me all that, and more. It was and is 
today a great training school for Christian 
young people who want to be better equip- 
ped for the Lord’s service. 


“If God calls you into Christian service, 
in faith take the first step, which is prepara- 
tion. Then look to the Lord to lead you to 
the place of His appointment.” 





MOODY. 
BIBLE INSTITUTE 






AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK of student 

life at Moody, entitled “Through the Arch,” is 

yours for the asking. With it you'll receive a catalog, which 
gives a complete and detailed description of the eight 820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
courses at this well-known Bible school—the school ry Dr. William. Culbertson, PRestvENt 

gave Rev. David Johnson the foundation for a successful 4 

Christian career. Address Office of Admissions Room ET824 Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, pean 4 
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Serious Study... 


Arno C. Gaebelein Memorial Library 


... Plus Christian Teaching 


SCHOOL DAYS are happy days 
but they are also a time for hard 
work, serious study, and planning 
for the years ahead. 

College preparation demands 
hard work and makes exacting de- 
mands upon a boy. He needs to 
learn how to study and understand 
what he studies. At Stony Brook 
experienced teachers seek to 
strengthen the individual boy in 
these essential skills. 

Thorough academic training in 
the basic subjects is the 
purpose of the Stony 
Brook program of 
studies. 

Spiritually the school 
aims at giving each boy 


a knowledge of the Bible and lead- 
ing him to a personal commitment 
to Christ as Lord and Saviour. 

Christian masters at Stony Brook 
take a personal interest in each boy. 
By example and by precept they en- 
courage boys to grow in faith and 
character. 

Stony Brook’s 31st year begins 
September 15. For catalogue or 
other information address: Frank E. 
Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Headmas- 
ter, Stony Brook School. 


Stony Brook School 


Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


Please Mention ETERNITY 








Should U.S.A. send 
an Envoy to the head 
of a church? 


(Tear off bere) 


POAU, C/O Desk “A” 
GLENN L. ARCHER 
Director 
1633 Mass. Ave., N. W. 
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Safeguard Church-State Separation by helping us 


DEFEAT THE VATICAN APPOINTMENT 


Protestants and Other Americans United (POAU) is organized to help 
keep church and state separate—and to stop the Vatican Envoy ap- 
pointment. Millions of pieces of information should be distributed to 
warn loyal Americans. Your help is needed. 
Send $3 or more today and receive:. 

@ Month!y Church and State Newsletter 

@ Vatican Appointment 

@ Privilege of National POAU Membership 


Information Packet 


April 28 
HIS TENT IN THE VALLEY (26:17) 

Even when Isaac was pushed out he did 
not go back to the land which God had 
given to his father and to himself and his 
seed forever. He pitched his tent in the 
valley of Gerar and dwelt there. Was the 
memory of the famine so sore in his mind 
that he was afraid to risk himself in the 
land that God had chosen for him? At 
every part of the narrative we are led to 
feel that Isaac was not walking close to 
God. There is no sense of great faith as 
in the high moments of Abraham’s story. 
Did Isaac know the God. of his father 
Abraham as he should have known him? 
If so, why should he_have remained so 
close to the place of testing, failure, and 
sin? His proximity to the city which he 
had left would lead inevitably to spiritual 
disaster. If we are ever out of the Lord’s 
will, the only -way to get back is to get 
back all the way to the middle. To go to 
the fringe is to remain outside. 

LORD, MAY WE GO ALL THE WAY WITH THEE. 


April 29 
HE DIGGED AGAIN THE WELLS (26:18) 

The reason that Isaac was forced to dig 
the wells again was because he remained 
where he should not have been. If he had 
gone all the way back to the land which 
God had sworn to him, he would have had 
wells without strife. But the inevitable 
result of compromise is more compromise. 
He could not remain in Gerar without 
water. As soon as the wells were digged 
there was strife with.those who had prior 
claim to the land. God was using this 
strife to make things so uncomfortable 
for Isaac that he would be willing to leave 
and go back to the place of his peaceful 
boyhood. How often it is that the Lord 
leads us by our troubles. Later, in re- 
counting how God had led his people 
through generations, Moses said, “As an 
eagle stirreth up her nest . . . so the Lord 
alone did lead him” (Deut. 32:11, 12). 
Surely this is the procedure which the 
Lord was following with Isaac, and surely 
it is the same procedure which He often 
is forced to follow with us. 

LORD, PUSH US OUT OF OUR NESTS. 

April 30 
THE NAMES BY WHICH HIS FATHER HAD 
CALLED THEM (26:18) 

Isaac seems to have been a meek, placid 
little man, with not muchewill of his own. 
In his childhood he had been insulted by 
Ishmael, as a young man he had meekly 
been bound to the altar for death, he had 
remained unmarried for forty years and 
then had allowed his father to send a 
servant to pick out his wife, he had fol- 
lowed his father’s example in. exile and in 
sin, had taken the rebuke of the king with 
extreme meekness, and yielded to the 
servants in all strife about the wells. The 
darling of a father’s old age, he showed 
the marks of not having borne the yoke in 
his youth (Lam. 3:27). There is not much 
here to admire, but there is much at which 
we may marvel when we find that God 
says He is not ashamed to be called the 
God of Isaac. That being the case, there 
is hope for all of us. None of us can ke 
too colorless for God. 
LORD, TAKE US FOR THYSELF. 
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WHERE ARE THOSE SINS? 
(Continued from page 6) 
find the slightest trace of them any 
more. 
PAUL 

From Peter I turn to Paul. 
‘* Where are my sins?’’ I asked him. 

‘“Your sins!’’ Paul exclaimed, 
‘‘why they are nailed to the cross! 
The Son of God took the whole list 
of them—the handwriting that was 
against you—and nailed it to His 
cross, glorying, as He did so, in its 
utter extinction and complete de- 
struction !’’ 

It was His superb revenge. My 
sins nailed Him to the cross, and 
then, by way of divine retaliation, 
He took the hammer in His divine 
hand and nailed them to it!! 

My sin; oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought ! 

My sin; not in part, but the whole, 

Is nailed to His cross; and I bear it no 
more ; 


Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; oh, 
my soul! 


BUNYAN 

When I was a small boy I often 
spent an hour on Sunday evening 
in poring over the: pages of a mag- 
nificent copy of Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s 
Progress. The immense volume was 
profusely and attractively illus- 
trated. The pictures divided them- 
selves in my mind into two groups. 
There were the pictures that repre- 
sented Christian in rags and tatters, 
groaning beneath the heavy burden 


of his sins, and there were the pic- 


tures that represented him striding 
along the pilgrim path in his 
broidered suit and with the dread- 
ful burden gone. How, I used to 
wonder, did he lose that crushing 
load. 

Amidst the jeers of his old com- 
panions, he left the City of Destruc- 
tion; but that did not relieve his 


back of the burden. You do not get 
rid of your sins by breaking with 
your former habits and associates. 

Meeting Mr. Evangelist, he had 
long talks with him as to the way of 
salvation ; but that did not loose the 
load from his shoulders. You do not 
get rid of your sins-by getting into 
touch with the church. 

He spent some time in Mr. Inter- 
preter’s house, probing the deeper 
mysteries of the kingdom of God. 
But that did not free him from his 
burden. You do not get rid of your 
sins by an exhaustive study of 
prophecy, or theology, or philoso- 
phy. 

But at length he came to the cross. 
‘‘And I saw in my dream that, just 
as Christian came up with the cross, 
his burden loosed from off his 
shoulders, and fell from off his back, 


and began to tumble, and so con- 


tinued to do, till it came to the 
mouth of the sepulchre, where it 
fell in and I saw it no more!”’ 

“*T saw it no more,’’ says Bunyan. 
Nor has anybody else. For when a 
man loses his sins, as Christian lost 
his, they are cast into the depths of 
the sea; they are hurled behind 
God’s back ; they are borne away by 
the Heavenly Scapegoat to a land 
not inhabited; they are nailed to 
the cross; they are dead and done 
with to all eternity. And though the 
hounds of Heaven and the sleuths 
of Hell, with eyes behind and be- 
fore, search without ceasing, and 
search through all the ages, their 
search must be futile. Those sins 
will never be found, for God Him- 
self has forgiven and forgotten 
them: He has expunged them from 
His very memory: my sins and 
iniquities will He remember no 
more. 

THE END 
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Free! 


A VACATION SCHOOL PLAN” 
COMPLETE 
TO THE LAST 


DETAIL 


DvBS 
TEACHERS’ and DIRECTORS’ 


HANDBOOK 


That's right...it’s yours just for 
the asking! This attractive, 
new, better-than-ever 52- age 
handbook that tells you all a 
how to i; and direct a DVBS 
that < y wins pupils to Christ 
and makes Christians want to live 
for Him! Full of practical helps 
for every phase of your Vacation | 
ool-publicity...recruiting 
teachers ...selecting a course.. 
putting on a Christexalting 
closing demonstration program 
In every way, this book wil help 
you to forge ahead to “GREATE 
IGHTS” in your DVBS. 


BIGGER! 
NOW 52 
PAGES 
PACKED 
WITH 


IDEAS 


An extra benefit! You also get a generous 
preview of ALL-BIBLE VACATION 
SCHOOL LESSONS in “Greater Heights” 


More than a million teachers and pupils every 

J Ff to the many fine features of 

ILE VACATION SCHOOL lessons. And 

the pone thing that wins the most acclaim is the 
ae that they 7 “complete to the last detail.” 
is year, as always, you can count on gt 

z everything you need for a successful VBS 





Outstanding featuresof the ALL-BIBLE 
VACATION SCHOOL LESSONS 


BIBLE-CENTERED in content! Remember, 
he it’sScriptare Press, it's ¢// Bible.” 2. PUPIL- 
mayne ERED i in D in approach! = dr content 
is a 

Sy ee 
ve ing you need to put overa 
successful vacation school. 4. EASY TO 


FOLLOW !E bit of each day’s pro; 
lined and explained st by step. 2 step. 5. TIMELY 
Freshly written, completely re-edited to have 


more appeal more meaning for re pupils. 
6. EVANGELISTIC! All-Bible lessons are per- 
meated with the Gospel. The pupils are brought 
Secreto face wich Chriscand urged toyield to Him. 


Send for your free se book Saday { 
"yes! mans RUSH TO ME FREE 


my copy of the 1952 DVBS Teachers’ 
and Directors’ Handbook, ‘‘Greater 
Heights” by Bernice T. Cory. 
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Order from your favorite dealer or 
SCRIPTURE PRESS 


434 SO. WABASH, CHICAGO 5, ILL. DEPT. ETS-42 
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in these 


Faith Missions 


You can have confidence 





INTERDENOMINATIONAL FOREIGN MISSIONS ASSOCIATION. 
1860 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 17,N. Y. 
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Here we print the prayer requests 
of our readers. If you have a real 
burden and will p: omise to pray with 
us for all of the requests set forth 
he e, write to us. We will assign a 
number to your request and print 4t. 

Many readers have written asking 
prayer for the salvation of unsaved 
relatives and friends, and for the 
restoration to fellowship of those 
who know the Lord. Let us pray for 
all those who have written concern- 
ing these problems and for all of our 
readers in whose homes these prob- 
lems exist. 


93 


Prayer is requested for a young 
Canadian boy who is inclined to 
prepare for the ministry though 
anticipating opposition from his 
unbelieving father. Pray also for 
his father’s salvation and revival in 
his church. 





A reader in Brooklyn, New York, 
has a file of Revelation from 1941 
té 1949 which she will be glad to 
give to the first person who will call 
for them. If you are interested write 
to Erernity, 1716 Spruce St., Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 


In response to our request for a 
battery radio for a missionary we 
received word of one more radio than 
we know where to place. It is avail- 
able for missionary use. Write 
Erernity, 1716 Spruce St., Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 


\The LILLENAS “Song Finder” 
“ Lists 700 of the Songs you want 
Call at your Christian Bookstors 


for'a FREE COPY of the “Song 
nd a CATALOG of 


sont Finder” o 
om, LILLENAS MUSIC. Or write to 
See, LILLENAS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
- SM, Dept. F-18 Kansas City, Mo 
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Somebody like you reached this man with the 
Nil-t310 le [Meh Maley ol— Somebody like you open- 
ed the channel of Missionary Radio to him.. 

Somebody like you must open the channel for 
millions of others who are still waiting to hear. 


Let us tell you how you can. Clip the accompan- 


wAlale eel") lela Molaro Malet Mia omer Mull tellohi1b- 


Address: HCJB Box 109, WHEATON. ILLINOIS 











I'd like to help. . . please tell me about Missionary Radio Sta- 
tion HCJB and the tremendous project to reach 300 million souls. ¢ 
1 understand this project is already 40% finished. How can | help? 





Name 





Street 








City State 
Address HCJB Box 109, WHEATON, ILLINOIS 














THE BIBLE that will Surprise You! 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses 


Gives Desired Information More Quickly 


55 FEATURES... 


7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE= 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 
Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Justice Glenn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Florida: ‘‘The inscription over the 
entrance of the Library of the Florida State College 
for Women in Tallahassee, Florida, is: 
‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 
Knowledge.’ 

The New Chain Reference Bible is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past twe years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. Harry Rimmer: “I feel that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maier: “I use the 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. Lee: 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of this 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller:” “I 
wish every preacher and teacher of het Word had a 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: “I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ““The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander 8S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: ‘TI 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 


of the Bible 


I believe it is the very best on the one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


1. Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 
The Outline Studies of SR Babe, exapeteg BE- 
ee eat ctompereey Stone 5 Secular History. 
eis of each of the 66 Boobs of the Bible, 
ree ene. 





serer Ey 


hale 


a 
the cao of ‘Truth. illustrating the Ber- 


the Cross. 
OO Ee ca 


t Bible Classified, listing the 
Lene in Early Herew Hover Courageous 





i and places. 
22. Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


23. Chart Showing Seven Editions of Divine Law. 
a © Teme ag 7 oe 


26. The ne bet Mechode Bible Study. 
of Bi 
Fr, Pictorial iifectsation of the ine of of Inspiration. 
2% bible Marking, Explaining best methods of marking 
one’s Bible. 


. Concordance. 
30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with index for quickly locat- 
ing places. 


Other Features in Text Cyclopedia 
31. Topical Study of the Bible. Correlated 
printed out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topics. Three 
times as many as in any other Bi! 
32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 


ip study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of 
fe, with the Bible verses printed out in full ooh eng 
eg ‘Hatred, Courage—Fear, 
Les euch ae Business Life, Home Life, D = 

taal Life T he Si Life, 

34. Bible Stories for Children. 1 lit of 56 stories to be 
er 

35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed 


theron i Ose Capel Sly ns 


7. Ti Ne or Carte arth of the Holy Spirit; of God 
the Faber eased of nen. a’ 


eerie 
sett Listot Jolene of lnccland Tedek given in Chronalog- 
41. List of the Notable Women of the Bible 
and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the 


43. Dictionary Material. 
44. Tables of Time, Money, Weights and Measures. 


Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition 


Sen cette hte totem hs 
M46 Char showin he he Hi of ths Aj 
sl t istory © Apostles. 
47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different 
where events are given. 
. Calendar of the Christian Era. 
et The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, illus- 
trated with well-known paintings 
Kr doen Stan described by 


Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missio 
Work a the Early Church. 1 ae 
52. The s Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment, 
, with principal verses printed out 


ull. 
Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem 
Cc 


in f 

at 

© Various Historical Points. 

x hart Showing the Interior Arrangement of the Temple 

lerusa! 

55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour- 
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children 
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps, 
mind you—not several crowded together on one page. 


B.B. Kirkbride BIBLE Co. 


DEPT. E-374 K. OF P. BUILDING 


INDIANAPOLIS, 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its: un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 
it as others have. Ask your pastor 
about it. No other Bible is so high- 
ly praised by so many renowned 

Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


AgentsWanted 





B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE Co. 
Dept. E-374, K. of P. Bldg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


0 Withovt cost or obligation to me, send 
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
your New Chain Reference Bible. 





(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name 




















